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of ‘the M.C.L.. Too much praise cannot be
. accorded to these two young ladies for their
indefatigable efforts in training the ohildren
for their seversl paits in 1ba entortuinment.
The Ladies' Aid was the chief contributor,

The parish of Kemptvillo has suffered mueh
by so many people leaving it for other places,
while others have been orippled by wntoward
business matters,

BroorviLLE.—Rev. F. L. Stephensog, Rec-

tor of 8t. Peter’s, died oa the evening of the
241h inst., of poenmonia, the resunit of la grippe.
He was & native of Ireland, and studied at
Bishop's College, Liennoxville, He was stationed
sucoessively st Bearbrook, Newboro'. Stirling,
Almonte and Brockviille, He bad been here
three years, His wife a daughter of the late
W. Berford, clerk of the peace for Porth, snd
five children survive him. His brother is reo-
tor of Perth. Both came to Canada when young
and finished their education in Bishop’s College.
They bad previonsly studied in Tripity College,
Dablin, The Rev. F. I, Stephenson was a
vigorous thinkor, an excellent speaker and a
man of great geniality of disposition. His ad-
dre:ses in the Synod were pointed and witty,
and always delivered with great earpestness.
His sermon in defence of ritualism in 8t
George’s Cathedral, at the opening of the Synod
of 1889, gained bim much fame., His fanersl
took place « n Saturday afternoon.

Peunr-s8 —The Rov W. A, Read, incum-
bent of Oxtord Mills, has been appointed Reotor
of Pembroke, vice the Rev. W. Y. Daykin, now
Rector of All Baints’ Churoh, Kingston, vice
Rov. F. Brine, deceased.

WrLLINGTON AND GEROW GORE.—The Bishop

bas appointed the Rev. W, Johneon, Deacon, to_

this Mission, lately vacated by the resignation
of the Rev. H, W, Smythe.

The prevalence of * la grippe’ has sadly in-
terfered with the snocess ot the Missionary de-
pututiors. Numbers of the clergy ars down
with the malady and unable to keep their ap-
pointments, and in many instances the meet
ings, both in town and country have been thinly
attended. Still we ar2 a live diocese and our
courage does not fail u .

DIOCESE OF MONTREAL.

Laoninn.—St. Stephen's Church.—On Wed-
needuy, the 2Znd inst, Mr L O. Armstrong
lectured on ** Ben Hur" to an sudience nomber*

ing upwards of two hundred people. The
lesture, which was delivered in the Now
Church Hall was admirable, and th viows
illustrated perfectly General Wallace's grest
work, Mr. Armstrong’s talents as & lectorer
delighted everyone, and regrels were frecly
uttered when the lust pioture appearod on the
ourtain. Another very interesting feature was
the exhibition before the lecture commenced of
viewa of the North West and British Columbia.
The vacsl aol s by Miss Haeusgen and Mr.
Rarry Spence were excellent, aud the thunks of
the andicnce are due to them and Mr. Willie
Spence who kindly acted as accompsnyist.

DIQCESE OF NEW WESTMINSTER, B.C.

Lyrron.—St. Paul's Mission —The Indians
came together on Chriatmas Eve and decoraled
the church in preparation for the morrow with
featoons of fir brush intertwined with artificinl
flowers of their own making. The effeot was
remarkably good, shewing taste of & simple
kind, Thc services began with Evensong, at
6-30, after whioh all iniending communicants
oame for an interview with the priest, The
midnight celebration was preceded by a Bap-
tism, and Christmas hymns, in their own lan-
guage were sung before and after the celebra-
tion. There were b4 Indian communicants.

The morning celebration at$ a,m. was presedcd
by a marriage and the Litany. At thissecvice
there were 23 communicants, The offeringa
from both services, for the Diocesan Fand,
amounted to $9.25. The closing service of the
Festival was Hvensong &t 3 p.m.

JACOB—A PAPER READ BEFOQRE THE
SUNDAY 8CHOOL TEACHERS' ASSO-
TION, OITAWA.—61r Jax 1890,

Amongst all the patriarchs of whom we &re
told in the pages of the Old Testament, Jacob
ia the one whom at firat sight we admire the
least; indeed, with many of us, our instinect is
to condemn him &s mean and despioable, Per-
haps this is partly bssause we are all too fond
of judging of the relativs heinonsness of parti-
calar sins, and to our Euglish prejudices the
sins of deceit, of cunning, aud of cowardios are
peouliarly abborent; but, measured by any
Christian standard, there is doubtless much to
condemn in the characterof Jacob, Heappesars
to be wanting in all that we are aconstomed to

consider as the nobler qualities of man : courage

gonerogity, honesty, disinterested love for his
family. But here, at the outset, let us remind
ourselves that not always are the greatest
natural gifts and graces given to tho servants
of God. To some of us it is always a diffienlty
that we maet ontside the churoh, ontside Chris-
tianity even, some most beantifal, pure hearted,
high-minded charaoters, who, in spite of them-
selves, as it were, are forced to glorify in their
lives the God whom they ignore, but who
neverthelens oreated them in His own image;
whareas awongst professing Christians there
are g0 many in whom we find no natarsl graces
that attraot us to them, 80 many who seem to
be fighting to the end agrinat evil dispositions
and besetting sins. No, the saints of God are
not those who are by natare holier than others,
but those who, after frequent falls, after bitter
struggles, after unwearied fighting, have over.
come the evil in themselves, and allowed the
Holy Bpirit to perform His perfest work in
them. And so it is with Jacob, If we stndy
our Bibles with that patience for which we
pray in the Colleot for the second Sanday in
Advent, we shall find, in the gradusal develop~
mernt of Jacob's character, e0 much to encoar.
age us in our own spiritual life, There is & vast
dfference bstween Jacob, the deceiver and
supplanter, and Israel, the prince who had
power with God and prevailed. We find him
first desoribed as & quiet man living in tents,
probubly kept at home, not only by his natural
inclinstions, but by the iufluence ot the mother
who loves him so passionately, and whose ia-
fluence over him at this time soems to be pro-
nounced, 80 that he does not hesitate to oboy
ber in all things., It is to thisstroog influence,
exerted over him by s woman, that maay of
Juocob’s characteriatics may be attribatable.
The guiet easy, protested home life has engen-
dered in him & timidity,a lsck of pbysical
courage, whioh the bold hunter Hsnu conld
never have experienced. The steady perais

tence in the attainment of his end, and the
compassing of it always by ohacoe, scheming
rather than by force; the deep, patient, seit:
forgetting love for Rachel and attorwards for
her son Joseph,—the iutense reverence for boly
things,—all these attribates bolong more to the
womsn than the man; and over and above the
ivflaence vxerted always, whether for gucd or
for evil, by & mother over her son, we oan
imagine how powerfully the mind of & man
like Jacob muat have been affected by its con-
tuct with the mind of a beautifal, high spirited,
determived woman like Rebekab. In these
early days of religion, when God seems to have
vouobanfed & personal knowledge of Himself
only to the few to whom, in each generation

He chose to reveal Himself, that they might

keop aliva and transmit to their - descendants &
‘belief in the one true God and His promises to
them ; we can not guess bow mach was under-
stood by the ordinary Israelite. But this we
do know, that however limited and imperfoect
might be the kaowledge of Rsbekah and of
Jecob, they did believe most devontly in spirit-
nal promises aod blessings, —they grasped most
eagerly at the spiritual privileges within their
reach, Grasped at them wrongfully and with
sin stained hands—and for this they were pan:
ished-—but yet grasped at them with full belief
in their priceless value. It was for this rever-
ent appreoiation of the birthright and the bless-
ing that Jacob is commended. Hiau was agort
of soeptic of his day, refusing to believe in any-
thing not tangible, incredulous concerning
apiritual advantages; he despises his birthright,
he is called in Scripture the ¢ profaune Esau.'

[To be continued.]
CHEAP PIETY.

BY THE BRV. PELHAM WILLIAMS, DD,

The story is told of an * economical” dame,
who said, I have been to that church three
yoars and, ithsnk God, it has never cost me a
ocent.”

One might hope that the tale, be it fiction or
fiot, describea a rare and almost impossible
character. Still it tells of & spirit not quite
unknown, & spirit borrowed from the shops,
where cach traffioker seeks to get the most and
to pay the loast, and is best satisfied when the
parse goes and comes, and is mot much
lightezed.

A desr old Chureh warden, himeelf always
moat generous, once said, *‘ If anybody ques-
tions the fact of human depraviiy let him take
up the offerings in a free church for a foew Sun-

days. Nothing oan prove more foroibly the
degeneraoy of our natare.”

It is a Sunday evening rervice., Twonty
mon, who were shsent at all the earlier offices,
huve gone to church. They have offered to our
Lord tho seraps snd shreds of Iis own day,
aftor luziness and self-iudulgence have asserted
their claims The offoring is annoanced. God
aslks of them sueh portion of their sabstance,
such proportion of their earnings, a8 an honest
snd grateful heart should gladly send to Hia
altar.  What is it that they are deing, one
by one? What is that coin which they are
giviog to God aod asking Him to accept and
biess before they shall rise to sing,

Pruise God from whom all blessings flow.

Do they really think what they are doing,
carelessly or deliberately, as it may be, to
dishonor God and to rob Him of His dues?
What does that coin represent in the way of
their own expenditures,—one dinner? the
cigars of & week ? the price of a single ** enter-
tainment 7" the cost of their newspapers for
six days? no, a dime will not meet such
charges.

Or what part of the week's income does it
offer ? If a man bas earned ten dollars he has
given the Lord omne-tenth of His tenth,—one
tenth of what & Jew would give to Jehovah,

Or what part of the parish burdens does he
bear ! How many of such men would be
required to support amy parish in the land?
If churches are to be bailt and fognished and
warmed and lighted; if choirs are to be paid ;
if priests must be somewhat fed and clothed and
sheltered like other men; ran all this be
accomplished by the kind ‘wishes and the
thooghtless offerings of those who go to ochuroh
when the weather is pleasaat, and give to God
as little as thoy dare to give?

Rince parish costs must be met, and since
.. my are untrne 0 their plain obligations, the

effort to cheaper all religions privileges is
tried, Fewor gifts for missions and charities,



