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of the M.C.L. Too much praise cannot be
aocorded to these two young ladies for their
indefatigable efforts in training the children
for their several paits in Ih entertaiament.
The Ladies' Aid was the chief contributor.

The parish of Kemptville has suffered much
by so many people leaving it for other places.
while others have been crippled by untoward
business mattere.

BaoCoKVILLI,.-Rev. F. L. Stephensen, R.
tor of St. Peters, died on the evening of the
24th inst,, of pneumonia, the result of la grippe.
He was a native of Ireland, and studied at
Bisbop's College, Lennoxville. He was stationed
succesively at Bearbrook, Newboro'. Stirling,
Almonteo and Brockville. He had beev bore
three years. His wife a daughter of the late
W. Berford, clerk of the peace for Perth, and
five children survive him. His brother is rec-
tor of Perth. Both came to Canada wben young
and fiished their education in Bishop's College.
They had previonsly studied in Trinity College,
Dublin. The Rev. F. L Stephenson was a
vigorous thinker, an excellent »peaker and a
man of groat geniality of disposition. His ad-
dreses in the Synod were pointed and witty,
and always delivered with great earnestness.
His sermon in defence of ritualism in St.
George'% Cathedral, at the opening of the Synod
of 1889, gained him much fame. His funeraL
took place <n Saturday aftornoon.

P1MBIa.:I -The Rov W. A. Road, incum.
bent of Oxiord Mille, han been appointed Rector
of Pembroke, vice the Rev. W. Y. Daykin, now
Rector of All Saints' Churoh, Kingston, vice
Rov. F. Brine, deceased.

WILLIGTN aniç Gzaow Goaz.-The Bishop
bas appointed the Rev. W. Johnson, Deacon, to
this Mission, lately vaeated by the resignation
of the Rev. H. W, Smythe,

The prevalence of ' la grippe' bas sadly in-
terfered with the nuuces of the Missionary de.
putatiors. Numbers of the clorgy are down
with the malady and unable to keep their ap.
pointments, and ii maiy instanices the meet
inga, bath in town and country have beeu thinly
attended. Still we are a live diocese and our
courage does not fail u .

DIOCESE OF MONTREAL.

LAOHIN.-& Bepàes Church.-Oa Wed-
nesdaay, the 22nd inst., Mr L O. Armstrong
lectured on " Bon Hur" te an audience number-
ing upwards of two hundred people. The
leoture, which was delivered in the New
Church Balil was admirable, and th viewa
illustrated perfectly General Wallace'a great
work. Mr. Armstrong's talents as a lecturer
delighted everyone, and regrets were frecly
uttered when the last pioture appearod on the
curtain. Another vers interestiug feature was
the exhibilion before the lecture commenced of
viewe of the North West and British Columbia.
The vocal &ol, B by Mise Haeusgen and Mr.
Barry Spence were excellent, and the thanfks of
the andunce are due to them and Mr. Willie
Sperce who kindly acted as accompanyist. i

DIOCESE OF NEW WESTMI.NSTER, B.C.

LYTTkI.-Bt. PauVS Mision -The Indians
came together on Christmas Eve and decorated t
the ohnrch in preparation for the morrow with
festoons of fir brush intertwined with artificial i
fowers of their own making. The effect was
remarkably good, showing taste of a simple i
kind. The services began with Evensong, at 1
6-30, after whioh ai] intending communicants t
came for an interview with the priest. The d
midnight celebration was precedod by a Bap. e
tism, and Christmas hymne, in their own lan- v
guage were aung before and after the celebra- o
tien. There were 54 Indian communicants.

The morning celebration at 9 a.m w&as proe&c d
by a marriage and the Litany. At this service
there were 23 communicants. The oferings
from both services, for the Diocesan Fand,
amounted te $9.25. The closing service of the
Festival was Evensong at 3 p.m.

JACOB-A PAPER READ BELFORE THE
SUNDAY 80EOOL TEACH ERS' ASSO-

TION, OTTAWA.-6T« JAN 1890.

Amongst all the patriarche of whom we are
told in the pages of the Old Testament, Jacob
is the one whom at firet sight we admire the
least; indeed, vith many of us, our instinct Je
te condemn him as mean and despicable. Per-
haps this is partly bescuse we are all too fond
of judging of the relative heinotisness of parti.
oular sine, and to our English prejadices the
oins of deceit, of cunning, and of cowardis are
peculiarly abhorent; but, measured by any
Christian standard, thora in doubtles muach te
condemn in the character of Jacob, He appears
to h wanting in ail that we are socautom. ed to
consider as the nobler qualities of man: courage
generosity, honesty, disinterested love for bis
family. But here, at the outset, lot us remind
ourselves that not always are the greatest
natural gifts and graces given to the servants
of God. To soma of us it is always a difficnlty
that we moet outside the church, outeide Chris-
tianity even, som most beautiful, pure hearted,
high-minded characters, who, in spite of the.
selves, as it were, are forced to glorify in their
lives the God whom they ignore, but who 1
nevertheless oreated thom in His own image;
whereas amongst professing Christians there
are so many in whom we find no natural graces
that attract ne to them, se many who seem to t
be fighting te the end againat evil dispositions 1
and besetting ain. No, the sainte of God are
net those who are by nature holier than otherei,
but those who, after frequent fails, after bitter
strugglee, afte- unwearied fighting, have over-
cone the cvil in themselves, and allowed the
Holy Spirit te perform. His verfeot work in
them. And se it ls with Jacob. If we study
our Bibles with that patience for which wu
pray in the Collect for the second Sanday in aAdvent, we shall find, in the graduai develop-
ment of Jacob's character, so muc h to encour-
age us in our own spiritual life. Thera is a vast
d4anrnce batween Jaoob, the doeivoer au
supplanter, and Lias, the. puince vho had 5
power with God and prevailed. We find him g
first described as a quiet man living in tents, b
probably kept at home, not only by hie natural
inclinations, but by the iufaence et the mother 1
who loves him so passionately, and whose in. c
fiuence over him at this time soems te be pro d
nounoed, Bo that he does not hasitate te oboy
her in al thinga. It iB to this strong influence, t
exerted over him by a woman, that many of c
lacob's charaoteristice may ha attribatable. t
The quiet easy, proteoted home life has engen. é
dered in him a timidity, a lack of physical c
courage, which the bold hunter EB.au conld
never have experienced. The eteady parais o
tecce in the attainment of his end, and the g
3ompassing of it always by chance, scheming t
rather than by force; the deep, patient, self-
forgetting love for Raobel and attorwards for b
her son Joseph,-the intense reverence for holy r
thing,-all theose attributes bolong more te the I
woman than the man; and over and above the w
nfluonce exerted always, whether for good or if
or evil, by a mother over her son, w eau a
magine how powerfully the mind of a man a
ike Jacob muet have been affected by its con- t
set with the mind of a beautiful, high spirited. w
etermined woman like Robakah. In these a
arly days of religion, when God seems to have
ouchsated a personal knowledge of Himself
nly to the few to whom, in eaoh generation e
le chose te reveal Himmelf, that they might t

kreep alive and transmit to their descendants a
belief in the one true God and His promises to
them; we ca net guesé how much was under.
stood by the ordinary Israelite. Bat this we
do know, that however limited and imperfeet
might ho the k:aowledge of Rebekah and of
Jacob, they did believe most devoetly in spirit.
ral promises and blessings,-they grasped most
eagerly at the spiritual privilegas within thoir
resch. Grasped at them wrongfully and with
sin etained hande-and for this they were pan.
ished-but yet grasped at ther with full belief
in their priceless value. It was for this rever.
eut appreciation of the birthright and the blese.
ing that Jacob is commended. Esa was a sort
cf soeptio t hi& day, refusing to believe in any-
thimg net tangible. incredalene ceoerning
spiritual advantages; he despises hie birthright,
ho is called in Suripture the 'profane Ets.'

[To bc continued.]

CHEA P PlBT Y.

Br THI £IV. PILHAM WILLIAM@, D D.

The story is told of an "economical" dame,
who said, "I have been to that church three
years and, thank God, it has never cost me a
cent."

One might hope that the tale, b. it fiction or
fiot, describes a rare and almot impossible
character. Still it tells of a spirit not quite
unknown, a spirit borrowed from the shops,
where each traffloker seeks to get the most and
te pay the least, and is bot satisfied when the
parae goces and comes, and is not much
ighteLare.

A doar old Chureh warden, himself always
noat generous, once said, "If anybody ques.
ions the faot of human depravity lot him take
up the offerings in a free charch for a few Sun-
days. Nothing can prove more forcibly the
degeneraoy of our nature."

It is a Sunday ovening service. Twenty
mon, who were absent at ail the earlier offices,
have gone to church. They have offered to our
Lord the secraps and ahreds of HLis own day,
ftor lasiness and self-indulgence have aseerted
heir claime The offering is announced. God
ski of themn such portion of their substance,
uch proportion of their earninga, as an bonest
nd grateful heart should gladly send te His
ltar. What is it that they are doing, one
y one ? What is that coin whieh they are
iving te God and asking Him to accept and
le&s beiore they shall ries to sing,

Praise God from whom aIl blessings flow.
Da they really think what they are doing,
arelessly or deliberately, as it may be, te
ishonor God and to rob Him of His dues?
What doe that coin reprosent in the way of
heir own expenditures,-one dinner? the
igars of a week ? the price of a single "enter-
ainument ?" the cost of their newspapers for
ix days ? no, a dime will not meet such
barges.

Or what part of the week's income does it
ffer ? If a man bas earned ton dollars ho has
iven the L>rd one-tenth of His tenth,-one
enth of what a Jew would give te Jehovah,
Or what part of the parish burdens does he

ear ? How many of such men would be
equired to support any parieh in the land ?
f churuhes are to be built and fapished and
armed and lighted; if choir are te b paid;
priests must be somewhat fed and clothed and

heltered like other mon; nan ait this be
ccompliühed by the kind wihes and the
houghtless offorings of those who go te oburch
hen the weather is pleasant, and give to God
s little asu thoy dare to give?
pince parish cets must ha met, and sine
-nv are untrue to their plain obligations, the

ffort te cheapen ail religions privileges is
ried. Fewer gifts for missions and charities,


