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Origi ' e S, by hich theg vetpsabloel Vilh Sipes- | Lord_tind of, £ it Ignorance is 1o be |be granted also to be apostolic, which was to be | ére that iy, and to take steps for its restoration | ion of those who sePATE om ouf SR spetopel
\nglnal fLatin Poctry. na(:\i'alpp(’wersfﬁrst preachyed the Gospel and founded | enliglitened ; pardon is to be proclaimed to repentant | proved.’ and it may be the duty of individual members of that | Church, [ would not Profounce, even upon e, the

HYMN.

There is a land of pure delight,
Where saints immortal reign,

Infinite day excludes the night,
And pleasures banish pain.

There everlasting spring abides,
And never-withering flowers:

Death like a narrow sea divides
‘This heavenly land from ours.

Sweet fields beyond the swelling flood
Stand dressed in living green:

80 to the Jews old Canaan stood,
‘While Jordan rolled between.

But timorous mortals start and shrink
To cross this narrow sea,

And linger shivering on the brink,
And fear to launch away.

O! could we make our doubts remove,
These gloomy doubts that rise,
And see the Canaan that we love,

With unbeclouded eyes!

Could we but elimb where Moses stood,
And view the landscape o'er,
Not Jordan’s stream, nor death’s cold floods
Should fright us from the shore.
Dr. WATTS.

IDEM LATINE REDDITUM.

Est terra te delicie t t
Servat piorum sceptrigerm manus:
Nox nulla, nam splendor diei
Perpetuus prohibet, nec usquam
T.ocus dolori est. Cedere nescium
Ver non caducis floribus occupat.
Secer.ni't. hanc tellure nostrd
Frigida mors, maris instar arcti
Interstrepentis: trans freta turbida
Stant arva amictu gramineo, stetit
Ante ora Judeis vetustus
Qualis ager, mediusque fluxit
Jordanus. Arctum sed fugimus mare,
Pede et retracto nos, timidum genus,
Horrescimus tentare fluctus,
Et gelida retinemur ord.
O si exularet mens dubia et nigra
Formido; si fas esset amabiles
posque, promissasque sedes
Zthereas, propifis tueri :
Tractus jacentes et spatia ultima,
Quos ante Mosi, cernere si foret,
Non unda Jordani fugaret,
Flumina non glacialis Orei.

THREE SERMONS ON THE CHURCH,
BY CHAS, JAS. BLOMFIELD, D.D., LORD BISHOP OF LONDON.
(From the London Church Intelligencer.)

thAny thing from the powerful and energetic pen of
e Lord Bishop of London deserves what it will
®ever receive, becoming deference and respect from
the members of our Holy Church ; and the subjects
of these three sermons will procure for them more
than ordinary attention at the present period. The
text selected by his Lordship for the first sermon is
Acts ii. 48 :— And the Lord added to the Church
d"‘“}' such as should be saved.”’ After an appro-
priate introduction, his lordship very justly observes:
“ it is an unavoidable inference from the words of the
text, that those who are to be saved must be added
to the Church: in other words, that incorporation

Churches in Judea: they then went forth to t'he
Gentiles, preaching in like manner, and founding
Churches in every city. From these Churches others
were propagated, and continue to be.propagated at
the present day, which are reckoned in the ““.mbe"
of apostolic Churches, inasmuch as they are the
offspring of apostolic Churches. Moreover, all tpese
Churches constitute one Chureh be_mg joined
together in the unity of the faith, and in the bond
of peace.’

« Such is the language of that eatly Father, who,
in arguing upon points of doctrine, or of discipline,
¢ never fails to appeal to the belief or practice of
those Churches which had been actually founded by
the Apostles ; on the ground, that in 'them the faith
taught, and the institutions established by the
Apostles, were still preserved.’ To the same effect
Clemens, of Alexandria, who was nearly contempo-
rary with Tertullian, describes the Church as ¢ the
congregation of the elect—the 1mage of the Lh\}rch
in heaven—collecting men through one Lord into
the unity of one faith—in which ancient Church
alone is the true knowledge to be found, because in
it is preserved the apostolic right division of doc-
trine; Hence then, we infer, that all Churches,
derived from other Churches of apostolic foundation,

holding the same faith, and preserving Hhig uisso
ordinanices, arc parts of that general and universal

Church, in which we profess our belief in the words
of the Creed, * I believe one Catholic and Apostolic
Church.’

« Now let us see how this agrees with the defini-
tion of the Church given in our 19th Article:—
¢ The visible Church of Christ is a congregation of
faithful men, in the which the "pure Word of God is
preached, and the Sacraments be duly administered
according to Christ's ordinance, in all those things
that of necessity are requisite ¢ to the same,’ where
I conceive is intended, not any particular congrega-
tion of believers, but the whole body of the faithful
in all parts of the world, as it is explained in the
55th of our canons, * Christ’s Holy Catholic Church,
that is, the whole congregation of Christian people
dispersed throughout the world! In this Church
the pure Word of God is preached: consequently
there must be unity of doctrine in all points of faith
necessary to salvation ; and the Sacraments are duly
ministered according to Christ's ordinance, in all
things requisite to the essence and efficacy of a
Sacrament.  This definition is of a very general
kind, as to every thing but the purity of the Word
preached, and the observance of all things essential
to the due administration of the Sacraments, leaving
it still open to inquiry what those things are.

« From the view which we have now taken of the
subject, the following conclusions may seem to be
established :—First, that the Church is a spiritual
society, the foundations of which were laid by Jesus

sinners, and to be sealed in baptism, and in the
Sacrament of Christ's body and blood; the ter-
rors of the Lord are to be denounced against the
workers of iniquity; the sleepers are to be
awakened; the careless alarmed ; the fearful
encouraged ; the meek instiucted and strengthened ;

“ et it be observed, that this demonstration
would hold good, even if there were no direct
evidenge in the writings of the New Testament to
the apostolical origin of episcopal government ; but
it is rendered, if possible, doubly sure, when we find
St. Paul besecching Timothy to dbide in Ephesus,
and this is a work which cannot be done in a |and to charge the presbyters to teach no other than
slight and perfunctory mantier, at spare moments, sound doctrine; to judge of accusations brought
stolen from the pressing engagements and occu- | agdinst them, and to rebuke them that sinned; to
pations of the world, nor by men who have no suffi- | lay hands on those who were to be otdained to the
cient credentials to produce of their delegation to | ministry ; to commit unto faithful men the things
perform it ; but it must be done statedly, solemnly, | that he had heard from the Apostle, that they
authoritatively ; as tbe chief business, the most im- might teach them to others also. We could not
portant work of all; by men specially ommissioned, | have a more full or precise description of the essen-
separated from their brethren, divorced from the | tial functions of a Bishop. Again, he reminds Titus
ordinary business of life, carefully prepared.for the ?hat he had left him in Crete, that he should set
due execution of their task, and solemnly invested | in order the things that were wanting, and ordain
with authority for its performance: It was therefore | elders in every city ; to rebuke sharply the Judaizing
to be expected that this would be provided for by teachers, and to instruct Christians of all ages and
those holy and divinely eulightened men, to whom | classes how to behave themselves; to speak, and
Jesus Christ had delegated powet to do all things | exhort, and rebuke, not merely in the way of
necessary for the maintenance and extension of his | brotherly admonition and counsel, but with all
household; and to whom He had promised the sure | authority; to reject, or excommunicate, heretics,
guidance of the Spirit, and his own unfailing pre- after the first and second admonition. Here again
sence., Had they possessed no such power, had they | we have all the chief lineaments of the episcopal
made no such provision, the consequence must have office. Lastly, each of the Asiatic Churches, to
been disorder and eenfusionj the dissolution and | whom a message of warning was sent in the
ruin of the Church, as soon as the Apostles them- | Apocalyptic vision, was addressed through its
selves should have been removed from its govern- | Angel; and that the Angel was the Bishop of that
ment. It would have availed but little, that they | Church, and npot, as some have pretended, the
had launched the vessel, with its precious charge, guardian Angel of the Church, is clear from this,
into the stormy and troubled ocean of a hostile | that a message sent by a man, must have been sent
world, and just steered it out of port; if, when they |foa man, and not to one of the heavenly intelligences;
were summoned to leave it, none had succeeded to | and if toa man, then to one who was answerable for
the helm, with the authority of guidance at least, if | the government of the Charch. And if each of
not of command, and with power to transmit that | these seven Churches had its Bishop, we may infer,
authority to others.”’ with certainty, that every other Church had also the

« There is no one doctrine or tenmet of the | same spiritual government.

Christian religion in which all Christians were for| * That the authority of ordination to the ministry,
fifteen centuries s> unanimously agreed as in this of and of orderinig things necessary to cdification, was
episcopacy. At all times, and in all parts of the commiyied by the Apostles to chosen men of the
world, however Churches might differ in other brethres, and by them conveyed in succession to
opinions and practices, all retained their Bishops. | others; that these meti were called, from the time
Hereties and schismatics never ventured to raise | when the Apostles - were taken to their reward,
their standard except under that authority. Where | Bishops, or Overseers; that they ruled and directed
all the witnesses are consentient, it were tedious to | the Charch in doctrine and discipline 5 that no mode
adduce their separate testimonies.  Let it suffice of ordination, independent of their authority, was
to bring forward a specimen. Tertullian, whose pretended, or attempted; or spoken of in the primi-
description of the Church I have already produced, | tive Church; that there wds no branch of that
speaks thus, at the conclusion of the second cen- Church which was not governed by its own Bishop,
tury; and to historical facts like this, the early | taught by its own presbyters, and served by its own
Fathers are unquestionable witnesses, whatever may | Deacons; all these points are so prominent and plain
be thought of their competency as interpreters of | in the Church's history, and were for so many
Scripture. ¢ Let any of those heresies,’ he says, | centuries unquestioned, that some of the most learned
¢ which pretend to have had their origin in the | opponents of episcopacy in later times, being also, as
apostolic age, show us the beginnings of their | was nztural, the most candid, have admitted them as
Churches: let them enrol the order of their bishops, | facts, nd have endeavoured to elude the force of

Christ himself, its divine and perpetual Head ; its
frame and constitution being afterwards constructed
and settled by his Apostles, acting with his authority,
under the guidance of the Holy Ghost.  Secondly,
that its office is, to bring sinnersto Christ, by furnish-

ing to those who are incorporated into it the means

into the Church of Christ is necessary to salvation.
It becomes therefore a question of most serious
import to us all—what is the Church?  Upon which
follows another of not inferior moment—who can be
prpperly said to have been added to the Church #"
Tis lordship then speaks of the word Church, as
meaning sometimes the whole body of the faithful in
:\\lthe _wor.ld; sometimes those who inhabit a parti-
b“ ar district ; and at other times merely the mem-
ers of p?ipgle family. Baptism is then described
?‘s. the initiating sacrament by which the recipient
1s regenerate ; born anew of water and of the
8pmf; and placed in a new relation to God as one
of hm.own peculiar family and household.”” His
lordshlp then reverts to “the conclusion to be drawn
from the words of the text:’—
- :‘h':‘ul;;t b‘: the Lord added to the Church datly such
e saved, those who are to be saved must be
g o the Chm‘chi and that therefore the Church
N ehnppomted _medxum, or instrumental means, in
d ¢ rough which individual sinners must appro-
g::}:a to themselve's the pardon which Christ has
e t::;ed for all; first being admitted by baptism
2 e Church, and so acquiring a title to its privi-
ng::_-s ‘:md grace to use them; and afterwards being
acramed with the food of sound doctrine, and of the
g Cel‘:t' of the body and blood of our Saviour
i oul;‘:;’ d'.’h(;. was given, as our Church declares,
o6 00 g ie for us, but also to be our spiritual
oo A enance in that Holy Sacrament.” This
greatg ime case, it is manifestly a question of very
h portance to every one of us, to ascertain
w ether he be really a member of the Church; and
In order to determine this, it is necessary thz;.t we
should lfnow what that Church is, of which the
sacred historian speaks, and of which our Lord him-
self had declared, that He would found it upon
roc!f, anfi that the gates of hell should not F:-e ?i
against it : for it is manifest from this express‘i) o
well as from those which have been al v
from the writin g i
f ' writings of the Apostles, that the Ch
is one distinct and compact body; and sin i
who are to be saved must be added th v B
cannot surely b i ol s aen S g
t y be wanting some distinguishing marks
:vl}e:em those who seek for refuge in that ark 0;'
afe ; . g oo
-+ :’ul:;::)yr ilt‘t;(.:ogmse the impress of its divine origin
“ Now that our blessed Lord did not hi
build his Church, but only laid its d ‘ h(lim'self
movable foundati i indi i
prch h'u ations, is an indisputable truth. He
‘m“d": bl:t ‘3?0“1“ the commission of master-
of the'ir iy ﬁlﬂ‘::tlgpalify.them fpr the execution
thets T Comforte: 1';(1 his promise of sending to
Church of Christ oo . The work of building the
P By hmxr{enced on the. dax of .Pente-
o lf e give them precise dn‘ectkzns.ns
s assumr : orm whu':h the spiritual building
Bt e; for v:he guidance of the same Holy
Spirit would be sufficient to instruct them in that, as
in every other part of their duty: and we are to
inquire in what manner they fulfilled it; and how
far their example and authority, in the constitution
of the visible Church, is binding upon the whole
body, of which Jesus Christ himselt is the head.
We shall be greatly assisted in this inquiry, if we
can ascertain in what light the Church was consi-
dered by those, who lived much nearer than ourselves
to the time of its first foundation, and were them-
selves amongst the most conspicuous of the lights
set upon that candlestick of gold to give light to the
world. The following clear and compendious account
of it is given by Tertullian, who wrote before the
end of the second century, and who could hardly
have been deceived as to the history of the Church’s
constitution, into whatever errors he might fall as to
points of doctrine or discipline. ¢ Christ,’ he says,
¢ during his residence on earth, declared the purposes
of his mission, and the rule of faith and practice,
either publicly to the people, or privately to the
disciples, of whom he attached twelve more imme-
diately to his person, intending that they should be
the teachers of the Gentiles. One of them
betrayed him; but the remaining eleven he com-
manded to go and instruct all nations, and baptize
them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. These eleven, having added to their number
a twelfth, in the room of him who had been cut off,
and having received the promised effusion of the

of knowledge and holiness ; and that it is therefore
not merely instrumental as a teacher, but sacramental
as a medium of the believer's personal union with
his Saviour, conveying and dispensing grace.
Thirdly, that it consists of all those who, having
been admitted into it by baptism, hold the faith as it
is in Jesus, and who use, or do not obstinately
refuse, their spiritual privileges; and that all local
Churches, which can trace their apostolical descent,
and teach the pure Word, and duly administer the
ordinances of Christ, are branches, more or less
flourishing, more or less profitable, of the one Holy
Universal Church.”

The second sermon is from Matthew xxviii. 19-
90 :—and in that and in the third sermon his lord-
ship discusses the questions—* What form and pro-
portions did the Apostles give to the great spiritual
building which their divine master had commissioned
and empowered them to construct, furnishing them
with no precise directions, but leaving them to the
guidance of the Holy Spirit ? And, secondly, how
far are their example and authority in the constitu-
tion of the visible Church binding upon the whole of
that perpetual corporation of which Jesus Christ him-
gelf is the head 7 And then, after glancing at the
plenary authority of Jesus Christ to provide for the
diffusion and perpetuation of his religion, and quoting
the last words of the text, Lo, I am with you alway,
even unto the end of the world, his lordship re-
marks :—

« It must be manifest to the commonest under=
standing, that this remarkable promise implies a
constant and unbroken succession of Gospel minis-
ters, from the time when the Apostles teceived their
first commission, to the final period of the Church's
destiny, when it shall have fulfilled the ends of its
institution, and * the earth shall be full of the
Jnowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.'
For since the first preaching of the Gospel, to the
then existing nations of the world, was a task which
could not be adequately executed by the ’Aposﬂes
themselves, it was therefore necessary that they
should appoint others, to be both their assistants,
and also their successors, in the work ; nor, if its
execution by themselves had been practicable, would
it have answered all the purposes of the office to
which they had been ordained. Something more was
required for the maintenance and diffusion of
Christianity: It was necessary, not merely that the
true vine should be planted in the world, but that it
should be constantly and carefully tended, and that
space should be made for its extension, and the
boughs thereof trained * unto the sea, and her branches
unto the river, by the husbandmen, to whom the
Lord of the vineyard might entrust its culture with a
special and perpetual charge.” . e g, . TR

« God has given us the Word of life; and the
Fternal Son of God has appointed Sacraments of
grace ; but the Word must be continually preached,
and the Sacraments rightly administered, by persons
specially appointed to the work; or else the one
would soon be unread, and the others neglected and
disused. To make some provision for a perpetual
proclamation of God's truth, and for its enforcement
upon the consciences and affections of mankind, and
to ensure the continued performance of those acts of
acknowledgment, without which the sovereignty of
Jehovah would be disregarded, and the Redeemer's
mediatorial kingdom forgotten, would bave been the
dictate of a wise policy, on the part of the Apostles,
in the execution of the charge confided to them,
even if it had not been the direct suggestion of
the Holy Spirit.  The institution of Church
gove:mp\ent,. ?nd a continued succession in the
Christian ministry, were absolutely necessary to the
cpntmuance of the Church itself, and to the effectual
discharge of its functions. ¢ How, asks the Apostle,

¢ shall they call on Him, in whom they have not
believed 2 and how shall they believe in Him of whom
they have not heard ¢ and how shall they hear without
a preacher ? and how shall they preach, except they be
sent ¥’

« This ascending connexion between the spiritual
wants of God's people, and the mission and duties of
his ministers, arises from a state of things, which
can never cease to exist, till the Church has done its
perfect work, and all the kingdoms of the earth are
become, in spirit as in name, the kingdoms of the

descending in succession from the beginning, so | them as well as they could.”

that the first Bishop had for his predecessor, aud | We now proceed to make important quotations
the source of his authority, some one of the | from the third Sermon. His Lordship thus recapitu-
Apostles, or some apostolic man who had lived | lates the argument of the two preceding Sermons i—

continually with the apostles. For in this manner| :
s . ; : ¢ Our blessed Lord gave to his Apostles a general
do the apostolic Churches bring down their descent commission to build his Church; and a promise of

g{n t::]e;' h:llst;’o(l)f:ca:ucc:::::ln(ive:sitﬂtl)e .(]:;lhu,: (fh thOf the Holy Spirit, to guide them in all things necessary
of ilome had Cieme‘;;’ JEE 3% PZ Y a;] d at | for the due execution of their all-important task; as
; ¥ 4 h, » M| well as an assurance of his own continued presence
like manner all the rest produce those, Who, having | woin the ministry even to the end 5 . il
i)f::s“?iotp:::m;?d t?)x:h(g);o;{ﬂtige s‘::’do z:-tles:r;vee “:ef:‘ie Under that authority, and with the certainty of that
: e : e b g ;

monies of still earlier Fathers, beginoing tv;'lth ek %}‘1’; *g‘{;i; :}}:eail:;i’d;zgostge: t‘l:zi &l{zci‘z(ri I;oo(;.o:itll;\:ycf
1 t elve: L]

::;0 weril co:inpa}n.x onp o (tlhe ﬂ‘: post;:es t?:ml]]:;s’ which, as being of apostolical origin and authority,
* equally decisive; and  they o e re | was observed by the Universal Church in all its
weighty, hecause they are incldent L. hi contro- | 4 o ohes for many ages: so that it was npever even
:e;sml assertions (f;"b the l')n a“eﬁ t.on:v t:::h thﬁy thought of| that there could be a Church without a
kt;er Wes, DEFEEH : ; tet), Iu ::v'?l :?;;uce bztws " | Bishop; mor that any persons should claim authority
Sy a‘.,d g T o h € | 4o minister the Word and Sacraments, who bad not
pther witness, the cele'brated Cyp\'w.rlli who wrote |0 - lained byaBishop. e g Dy
o} the middle of the th."d cenéur{; ¢ etlsa)s, d?hat tolical succession in the ministry is asserted by the
from the first charge given to St. Peter, the OFQIA" | progp,ciorian divines, as well as by ourselves: only

t(l;;‘n of B'ughops.lwas z‘;‘l;‘;;:'“f:gde’ve:; ;cl;az ; tt‘}: they maintain that the ministerial commission has de-
Ch‘l;ll"((::;ll W::sbl::ntletpzheir gc;vemment, as placed scended through a succession of Tesb."/m” i thas
i o b ° . 15 it has come down to us .through a line of Bishops:
. : and that we have the testimony of all history on our
« Tt is then indisputable, that tl_le government of | side, I think has been already proved. If then the
the universal Chureh, in the age mzmedlately suc- | episcopal form of church-government be undoubtedly
ceeding that of the ApOStle?» was ePISCOPﬂl;_ that is | apostolical in its origin and authority; if the right
to say, abstracting from episcopacy all accidentals, | and the duty of preaching the Word of truth and dis-
and considering only what 15 essential ; that the pensing the Sacraments of grace, have been transmit-
government of every province of the Church was | teq through that channel from the holy Apostles them-
vested in one man of eminent sanctity apd.sufﬁclency » | selves, to the ministers of episcopal Churches; itcan-
to have the care of all the phurchqs within a certain | not be otherwise than presumptuous and hazardous
preeinct, or diocese, furnished with .authority, not | for men to turn away their eyes from that pancrn:
arbitrary, but duly regulated by certam.laws,_ to the | and to separate themselves, or to live in a state of
intent, that all the Churches under him might be | separation, from a Church, which can exhibit these
provided with good and able pastors; and that both Credemial; of its spiritual authority: and against
of pastors and people, conformity Wlth. t.h e Church's | which none of those charges can be brought, which
laws, and performance of the“_ religious duties, | alone justify sepamtiou: and it ought to be a ’subject
might be required, under penalties, of a spiritual | of devout thankfulness t0 those who belong to such a
kind, not left to discretion, but by law appointed. Church, that at least there can be no question as to
« But we have still to prove that this government | the commission of its ministers, and their right to dis-
was not only universally established in the ages next | pense the Sacraments—no question, I mean, as be-
to the Apostles, but that it WaS established by the | tween them, and the ministers of any congregations not
Apostles themselves, or by their 'authority. And | being episcopal : seeing that whatever reasons may be
this is no difficult task. That, which was primitive | urged for the validity of their mission, apply with still
and catholic; must surely have been also apostolic. | greater force to ours:
Had the apostolic constitation of the houschold of |« Ang this naturally leads us to consider the ques-
Christ been one of parity, of presbyterian, a govern- | tion, whether the episcopal form of church-government
ment of elders, all having eqﬂ“l' authority, it is im- being undoubtedly apostolical in its origin, and uui:
possible that in so short & time 1t should have been | versally prevailing for so many centuries; having pos-
universally changed into episcopal, and that, tacitly | sessed in short for fifteen hundred years that charac-
and unobservedly, without notice or reclamation of | teristic of truth, the being held of divine authority
any kind ¢ and yet so it must bave been effected, if | always, everywhere, and by all men, is so obligatory
it was efiected at all; since there is no historical | upon Christians, that no congregation of believers, not
account of any measures taken for that purpose, no | being under this form of government, can be a true
canon of a Council, 10 decree of an emperor, no | branch of Christ's Holy Catholic Church I S UK
consent of different Chul:ches-_ Either episcopal | “But before we proceed with the inquiry, I wish to
government was in conformity Wm} the known mind | point out the difference which exists, as to the bear-
and will of the holy Apostloey °;, it was not. If it | ings of this subject, between those persons, who scpa-
was, the question 18 settled: 1 m:it’ can we possi- | rate themselves from a national Church, which is be-
bly believe that the companions and scholars of the | yond question in all essentials a branch of the Church
Apostles, and those who w'ere their companions and | Catholic, for instance our ownj and those who are
scholars, should have col{spl'ed to effect so great and | members of national Churches, of congregations; not
total a change in the tegimen of the Church, or have | under episcopal governmeut ; as, for example, the in-
tacitly submitted to any attempt on the part of others | habitarits of those countries on the Continent of Eu-
to enforce it ?  Were all the w-at.chmen asleep, and | rope, where the Reformed religion prevails; as to doc-
all the dogs dumb, when the spirit of ambition crept | trine; but where the government of the Church is
into the fold, and secured t0 himself the mastery of | not, as We believe, apostolical. It may be possible,
God's heritage ? Were those persons, who con- | and we believe it to be true, that the former incur
tended so fiercely about an OUt_Wﬂl'd observance—the | the guilt of schism, from which the latter are exempt.
ti_me of celebrating EasteT 1_!kely to surrender the | The former cannot allege any of the reasons, which
rights of their presbyterate into the hands of new | alone can justify separation from a particalar Church;
that it practises idolatry; that it teaches doctrines

and unauthorised governors? ‘.V'Vhen I shall see,

says the acute and 1earne_d Chillingworth, ¢ all the | contrary to the fundamentals of Christian faith, ot to
fables in the Metamorphosis acte(.l and prave stories ; | the laws of Gospel holiness; that it will not admit
?vhen 1 shall see all the democracies and aristocracies | them t0 communion withoat their doing something
in the world lie dovyn and s.leep, and awake into | forbidden, or professing something untrue; or lastly,
monarchies; then will o4 begm to 'believe, that | thatitisitself in a state of schism from the true Church.
presbyterial government, having continued in the | None of these accusations can they prove against the

Church to promote that happy consummation by all
prudent and peaceable methods: but in the mean
time, tiot thoroughly knowing what may be the im-
pediments which block up the way to Catholic utiity,
and of necessity render the progress therein tedious
and difficult, I dare not pronounce that Church to be
cut off altogether from the mystical body of Christ
and I am sure that none of its members dre charge-
able with the guilt of schisn, who do not thwart and
impede the efforts of the Church itsclf to assimilate
its government and discipline to the apostolical mo- |
del." * * * * »

«Let us consider, for a moment, the real state of
the case, with regard to the foreign Reformed Churches,
with the calmness and candour of men, who, being
assured of our own safety, are desirous of seeing what
degrees of security are enjoyed by those who are, or
ought to be, members of the same family with our=
selves; and how far it may be necessary, of desirable
for us to use our best endeavours to place them in the
same firm and unassailable position which the good
providence of God has permitted us to occupy.

Tt is certain that Luther and his compauions, did
not separate themselves from the episcopal Church then
existing in Germany; but that they were forcibly ex-
communicated and driven out by the Rowan pontiff,
and his servants, the German prelates. They appealed
again and again to 2 General Council, and declared
their willingoess to retract any errors which they
should be proved to have taught. Instead of acceding
to this reasonable request, the Emperor endeavoured
to subdue the Protestants by force of arms; and when
at last a so-called General Council was assembled at
Trent, their opivions, in so far as they differed from

sentence of absolute exclusion from the Church of
Christ, nor detlare that they are begotid the pale of
calvation. I think them in a state of great ancer-
tainty and hazard: Iam sure that they want many
spiritual privileges and advantages which I am tbank-
ful for possessing but I must leave the work of judg-
ment to Him, who readeth the hearts of men; and
Inoweth them that are his; and I will content myself
with praying for them; and labouring to convince them
of the duty and the rewards of unity.”’

The Sermon is then closed by some very #dmirable
hortatory remarks, tending to rouse our gratitude for
the superior advantages whicli we enjoy.

THE REV: JOHN WESLEY AND THE
CHURCH.

~ Our excellent contemporary of the Utica Gospel
Messenger, supplies us with the following extract
from Mr. Wesley's Sermons, which makes the Metho-
dism of the present day appear very different from
wht it was in Mr: Wesley's time. The extract is
taken from # sermon preathed by Mr. Wesley at
Cotk, dbout two years before his death, aund is to be
found in his works, vol. 7, London, 1831.—En. Cn.
«In 1744 all the Methodist preachers had their
first confetence’ but tione of them dreamed that the
being called to preacht Xave them any right to ad-
minister sacraments.  And when the question was
proposed, tin what light are we to consider ouigelves?’
it was angtvered, *As extraordinaty messengers, raised
up to provoke the otdinary ones to jealousy.'  In
order hereto, one of our first niles was given to each
preacher. You are to do that part of the work which

those of the Romish divines, were condemned without | ¥€ K?P"i"" But what work was this? Did we ever
a hearing. All along they professed their desire to appoint you to administer sacraments, to exercise the
retain episcopal government; but being in the first ‘Pf“Aesl,_“}'_ office? Such a design vever entered into
instance forcibly deprived of it, and driveh tpon a | O0F minds it was the firthest from our thoughts.—
provisional system of Church government; the supreme Af‘d if oy preacher had taken such a step, we should
power of the Church being, as it were, put into com- have looked upon it as a palpable breach of this ruley
mission, it is no wonder if, by degrees, they lost their and consequently as " recantation of our connexion;
respect for that which had caused them so much suf- for, Suppose, (what I uttetly deny) that the reteiving
fering; and also their desire torecover it. The case | YOU & . preacher at the same time gave dn authority
was nearly the same, at first, with Calvin and his | 1© administer the sacraments; yet it gave you no other
friends;* although with them the desire of retaining authprity than to f’o it, of any thing else, where I
episcopacy lasted but a short time; as was patural aPPOmY-? bat where' fhd I appoint you to do thisP—
when that eminent teformer found himself possessed No where at all. _ll.iere_fofe by this very rule you
of authority, as great, for all practical purposes, as | "™ exclided from doing it; dnd in doing it you re-
that, not only of Bishop, but of Pope. ' nounce the first priticiple of Methodism, which was
« For these reasous it is admitted, by those of out wholly tnd solely to preact the Gospel.

divines who take the highest ground in asserting the
claims of episcopacy, that the carlier Lutheraris and
Calvinists were not heretics nor schismatics. If so,
I would desite to be told, at what period of titite their

descendants became 80? I know very well; that it i$
not difficult to trace, in the history of their Churches; |
the gradual declensioft of orthodoxy :
out the individual writets, who became; in succession,

were plunged into that dismal galf of rationalism, be-
low which there is hardly a lower depth to reach.
And I know, too, that this was & consequence, per-

W]t wa§ scveral years after our society was

formed before any attempt of this kind wids made
The first was, I appreliend; at Norwich .
our preachers there yiclded to the import-uuit of a
few of the people, and baptised thieir childreg ; but
@5 soon a8 it was known, he was itformed it mﬁ;t not
and to point | be; unless he (}esigned to leave out connexiom
ppomis‘ed. to do it no more and, I supposs; lie kept
more and more heretical ift theit teaching, till they | his promise. ,
to this plan, they cannot separate from the Chireh
And this is our peculiar glory ; it is new upon th(;
earth.  Revolve all the histories of the ChmE::h from

One of

He

Now, as long as the Methodists keep

haps a punishment, of the imperfect system of Church- l the earliest ages, and you will find that whenever
government which was suffered to remain so long after | there was a great work of God in any particular city

the first necessity had passed away.
venture to say, that because this, or that generation
of men did not re-establish that perfect community
with the Catholic Church in ecclesiastical discipline
which had been foreibly interrupted, not by their
fault; therefore, they, and those who carie after
them, aud who were probably less able to take that
step, are to be considered as schismaticalj it being
admitted, that their forefathers, who lived under the
same form of Church government, were not so. As
Churches, they are undoubtedly defective; wanting
some of those privileges and securities which are en-
joyed, in all their completeness, by those Churches
which are, and always have been, constituted accor-
ding to the apostolic model: but to their individual
members I dare not deny a participation in all things
required of necessity to salvation.

It appears to me, that in this manuer it is by no
means difficult to reconcile truih with charity; to hold
a firm conviction of the apostolical origin and consti-
tution of our own Church, with a persuasion, or at
least a charitable hope, that those national Churches,

But I will not | O 'faﬁd“.' the &ubjects of that work soon sdid to
their neighbours; ¢ Stand by yourselves, for we are

holier than you' As soon as ever they separated

thermselves; they retired into deserts; or they built
feligious houses, of at least formed paities, into
which none was admitted but such as subseribed to
both their judgment and practice. But with the
Methodists it is quite othetwise.  They are not a
gect or party} they do not separate from the religious
community to whice they at flrst belotiged ; they are
ctill members of the Church; such as tliey desite to
live and to die. And, I believe; ofic reason wliy God
i; pleasedh to continue my life so long is, to tonfirm
them in their present purpose, n te
g ooy P pose, not to sepatate from
« 1 wish all of you who are vilgatly called
Methodists would seriously consider what Has been
said, and particularly yoti whom God has cofrimis-
gioned to call sinners to repentance 3 it does by no
means follow from hence that you are commissioned
to baptise or administer the Lord's Supper. Ye
never dreamed of this till ten or twenty vear’s‘ after

which having ouce unavoidably, and unwillingly, lost
the perfectness of ecclesiastical order, have not yet
regained it, possibly not having been able to do so,
are yet within the pale of Christ's Church, so far at
least as the being so is necessary to the final salvation
of their individual members.”

His Lordship then gives, in confirmation of his view
of the case, quotations from Hooker, Bramball, An-
drewes, Francis Mason, and thus proceeds :i— 3

«] would once more observe, that these considera-
tions bear only upon the case of the Reformed Churches
of other countries; and that they have no force, with
reference to seceders from our own national Churchy
who cannot urge any of the pleas, upon which the

former may claim to be exempt from a sentence of
excommunication from the Catholic Church, as want=

ing the government by Bishops. When people of the

same community separate themselves from the Church

of that community, not differing from it in fundamen-
tals, no such pleas can be advanced ; they mdy not be
chargeable with heresy, but I do not understand how
they can escape the guilt of schism. Against them we
may justly urge the divine right of episcopacy, as that
right has now been explained; and we are not to be
induced, by mistaken notions of charity, to forbear
from asserting it, in the way of argument and admoni-
tion. If our Church be a true branch of the Church
Catholic as we have proved it to be, it is impossible
that separation from it should not be schismaticaly
those who leave, or keep aloof from its communion,
do not endeavcur to keep the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace. It is no justification of such conduct,
that many of those who practise it are men of 4 hol

life and conversation; nor does it follow that their
forms of Church government are lawfil, because the
labours of their ministers of teachers may have been
produetive of some good. As long as the fundamental
truths of the Gospel are preached, even though it be
of tontention, they will not be wholly void of effect.
But whatever good may be accomplished by such
means; is in a great degree counterbalanced by the
cetrtain evils of schism; and might be accomplished
more surely, and effectually, and lastingly, by a faith-
ful use of those ordinances, which are formally of apos-
tolic, and virtually of divine institution. No man ean
justify his voluntary geparation from the national
Church, but upon the ground that she requires of him
the profession of some article of faith at variance with
the fundamental truths of the Gospel, or the perform-
ance of some act of worship forbidden, either expressly
or impliedly, by the Word of God. This principle
was acknowledged, and for some time acted upon, by
the English Puritaus; who disapptoved of certain ex-

Church during the Apostles’ times, should presently | national Church of this realm, and therefore they are

4(107: (against the Apostles’ d'octrine and the will of | themselves guilty of schism in separating from it.
Cbrist) be whirlled about like a scene in a mask, | But the members of any one of the other Reformed,
anq lransformet'l into episcopacy. In the meantime, | non-episcopal Churches to which I have alluded, do
while these things remain thus incredible, and, in | not separate themselves from any Church; nor, if they
human reason, "“P"S‘S‘E’lea I hope I shall have leave | quitted their own Church, is there any episcopal
to conclude thus :—lzplsc(?pal government is acknow= Church in their country to which they could unite
leidged to have been universally received in the | themselves; and, therefore; as long as their own
Church, presently 'aft.cr the Apostles' times. | Church holds the essentials of doctrine, they may
Between the Apostlcs times and this presently after, | continue therein, and are in no scnse schismaties.
there was not time enough, nor possibility of, so great | Their own Chureh may not be in that perfect com-
u}teratmn: and therefore there was no such altera- | munion with the Catholic Church, which would sub-
tion as is pretended. And therefore episcopacy, sist, if there were a unity of discipline as well as of
being confessed to be so .ancient and catholic, must docttine : it may be the duty of their Church to de-

pressions, and forms, and practices, and rules, insisted
upon by the Church of England, and yet did not feel
themselves at liberty to leave het communion.
now, for slighter reasons, or for none at all, many are
either guilty of schism themselves; or countenance and
justify it in others:

ye began to preach. Ye did no '
Dathan, and Abiram, seek the pr:é:tl;ﬁ)':;dlm:ol{omh,
0, contain yourselves within your owti bovnds’
be content with preaching the gospel ; do the worll
of evangelists} proclaim to 4ll the world the loving-
kindness of God our Saviour; declate to all the
kingdom of heaven i§ at hand! Repent je, and
pelieve the Gospel: 1 earnestly advise you 'abide
in your plate; kecp your own station: Y; were.
fifty years ago, those of you that were th 3:1
Methodist prea.chers; extraordinary messengers of
God, pot going In your own will, but thrust otit; not
to supersede, but to provoke to jealoisy the ord’inary
messengers.  In God's name, stop there; both by
your preaching and your example; provoke them to
love and to do good works, Ye ,Are a new pheno-
menon in the earth; a Body of people who; being of
no sect of party, are friends to all patties ?md
endeavour to forward all in heart-relieibn i’u the
knowledge and love of God and man. %e Lurselvbs
were at first called in the Church of En’gl{md ; and
though ye have, and will have; a thousaiid tempt,dtiuns
to leave it, and to set up for yourselves; regard thetn
not; be Churc.h:Of- Cngland-wen still§ do not cast
away the peculiar gloty which God hath put upon
you, and frustrate the design of Providence, thie very
end for which God raised you up‘f‘ :

e o i §
THE VICAR OF LEEDS:
( Fram BFS’:OP Doane’s Impressions of the
Church of England. )
We reached Leeds early io the afternoon. In tlhie

shortest possible time, the excellent Viear [ Dr. Hook]
wad with us; to make us at home; at the Vicarage.
Would we liké to go with him, after dinner, to one
of his district classes P Certainly, we can;e to see
the working of the Church. Through narrow
crooked, crowded streets; after no short walk wé
reached an old and shabby building, and ascet;ded
by a ricketty staircase; to a dirty and half-lighted
a‘ch'ool-rof)m- There were assembled there some
fifty or sixty poor men and women: One of the
chants, with a small organ, began the worship, which
was followed by the Vicar, with some portibm; of the

according to St. John; and m g 3

. i b ade a pl : iliar,
pr_acucal exposition of it: Then, he forén{:::)n:;
his Curate; who was their Minister, had been ordain-

ed Priest; aud complimented them on their increase

:}t,‘ (ihﬁstisi:x privilege; by this. Then, he told them
at another of the Clergy, who laboured much

a father; at which he kn
c ew they would rejoice.
Then he took a little book from ))’ﬁs :ock::;w:fd

But | called their names ; and they came, one by one, and
£

laid a penny, or twopence; on

ort a table, by hi i
w.eékly ‘com.rlbuuou to the Distri:t llfi,bl:'ir;‘:‘f’ It{heel:!-'
gious Knowledge. And then; he wished me to dis-

Liturgy, Then, he read a chapter of the Gospel

amon ;
mong them, and had been married the last year, was

“Yet although none of the excuses which have
been urged for the want of apostolical government in
some national Churched, can be pleaded in justifica~’

miss them with the blessing. "To me, there was in
all this a simplicity, & heartiness ,a pastoralness
inimitable, in its trath to nature, ,and in its powe;
with hearts. And when I considered that this was
one of the most eminent of the presbyters of England.
Vicar of ove of the largest parishes (with thirty-si):

*  Nobis si contribuant Hierarchiam in qua emineant episcopi, ut
Christo subesse non recusent, ut ab illo tanquam ab uno capite pen-
deant, ct ad ipsum referantur, in qua si fraternam caritatem inter se
colant, et non alioc modo quam ejus veritate colligati, tum vero nullo
npn anathemate ;ligl‘ms f:temur. si qui erunt, qui eam non reverenter
et summa cum obedientid observent.”—Calvin, tom. vii. p. 62 e: = PR ! s
in Stillingfleet’s Irentcwn, p. 410 P 69, quoted | Tincoln, and Chaplain in ordinary to the Queen;

assistants, and 130,000 souls), a Prebendary of
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