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be sought by Iir. McLaren, and in that
case it might be said that any protection
given to him in the collection of tolls was
an interference with tie private rights of
those who have contended that river
improvements are public property. What-
ever may be the final decision, legislation

will he indisipensably necessary, and ve
cannot help thinkging that it would be wise
in the Ontario Governinent, unader all the
circurnstances of this case, te await the
judgment of the Privy Council before
reintroducing thoir old Bill. That judg-
nent is not licely to be very long deIayed,
and wheni il lias been rendered, als parties
wili be in a better frame of mind for
solving the didiculty. As the Globe
ioremarcs, without legisliation the whole
luinber industry will be liable to be thrown
in to con fusion.

QUEBEC FLNANCES.

There is a runor at Ottawa, which seems
to be crediled by the Free Pre.ss of that
city, that the French Caniadian supporters
of the Governfer I have recently hield a
secret caucuîs meeting fron whicii French
Canadian Liberals and British Conserva-
tives ivere carefully excliuded. It is, of
course, iipossiible to place imiuchi reliance
on the reports cf the.proceedings at such
a neeting. '['he Cilizen protesta that the
object ol' the nieetinug was to conssider tie
mode Of encouragiig the manufacture of
Canadian grovi tobacco, to vlicl te Fr'ec

rss plausibly replies tliat it is:absurd
to suppose Uat suici an object would have
lrought Mr. Mousscau froin Quebec te
atteni the meeting. 'l'he view taken by
Lire Free Press seeis at least Jar front
imn'obable, as Mr. Wurtele publicly stated
t.hat the Quoec Ministry and Legislature
were determiiined te put all the pressure
in tLieir power on the Doniiiion Govern-
ment te obtain ii increased subsidy, and
this and increased patronage is what tie

ee PJress believes te have been Ilie
objeoct of the caucus meeting. French
Cansadian solidarity is te be mnaiitained
vitlh a view te obtaining a recognition of
their deiait's fron wlatever party mnay
bc in power in thre Dominion.

.It seots hardly credible talit the Que-
bcu Adiniliistrationi would have taken tie
line Ilat it lias doue regarlding the it-
creased subsidy withiout previous liegotia-
tion withIl tise Dominion Cabinet. No
atteipt is being made' te extricate the
Provinîce fron its finanéial difl iculties, and
yet there is at ouinous silence on the

0 subject, et Ottawi. 'l'lie budget speech
may possibly contain semei announce-
nient in% regard te the subsidy but we
hardly tiulc thaï the Governmenît will

venture to propose an alteration of the
conditions on which Confederation ivas
establisled in violation of the provisions
of the Imperial Act. O course much
would depend on tise view taken by the
Ontario Legislature on the subject of an
increased subsidly, but looking to the
financial position of that Province, and ta
the general belief that Quebec contributes
te the revenue proportionately much
less per head of tihe population than
Ontario, it seems highly iiiiprobable that
Ontario will consent to a large additional
appropriation froi the Custoins and
Excise revenue te relieve Quebec from
embarrassments brought about by its
undertaking works quite beyond its
means. Should then tise pressure of the
Quebec members on) the Dominion Gov-

ernment be successful, it seems not im-
probable that Ontario will appeal te the
Imperial Governiment for protection
against tise formidable combination wvhich
is arrayed against it, and, judging from
the past, we should be inclined te think it
far troin improbable that such a demand
as we have indicated would be likoly te
cause a reaction in tise Ontario Conserva-
tive party, such as took place in regard
te representation by population prior tI
Confederation. 'T'lie actual position of
afflairs is clearly critical. Quebec is
seriously ernbariassed, and is evidently un-

prepared foi the true remledy, direct tax-
ation. It can suggest no mode of relief
but ais alteration of the provisions of the
Confederation Act adoptei deliberately
Iby delegates fron al tise Provinces. We
assume in ie meantimne that Ontario wili
resist suc a change, ausl that its apparent
indiflerence is iviti the view of encou-
agiiig the Dominion Ministry te take a step
that nay be fatal. Soinething must
necessarily be settled on before.the Que-
bec louse adjouris.

THE MAKE-SHIÈFr TARI FF.

Such is the designation applied by a
correspondent of the Nesv Yurl 1)suily
Consnercial uimlletin te the new tarit'
adopted by Congress on Sunday the 4th
iistast, and in view of ail Use circun-
stances attending its passage it caii
scarcely be denied that it is singularly
appr opriate. Thie writer, Mr. Donnîseil, is
evideinly a free trader, as that teri is'
understood in America, and whici is not
inconsistent with the advocacy of iicide i-
tal protection. Mi'. Doniell appeals te
all reai lovers of Iibeisty te stan d ready
ivith the framesvork ofa isew' party, in case
the present Deuocratic party should fait
in t1e appr'aching trial, and lie predicts.
that vithin five years, probably within

three, all lavs levying taxes for any
other purpose but the support of the
Government vill be superseded .by a
strictly constitutional system of taxation,
and the system called I protection" wili
forever disappear from this country. Mr.
Donnell lias very little faith in 'the Demo-
cratic party as at present organized.
le doubts whether in the last Congress
tise Democrats had any piogranme at ail,
andi he secs no sure evidence that there
were a masjority of free traders in the
Democratie party. This statement will
cause little surprise, as it lias long been
sufficiently obvious that the party lines
in the United States have been drawn
without special reference tc the question
of tise tariff.

'ie most important change in the
tariff is in tise duties on sugar, and the
-introduction of tire test of the polar-
iscope instead of the Dutci standard for
ail sugars not above No. 13 Dutch standard
in colo. li tie Canadian tariff the classi-
fication is: st, inder 9 ; 2nd, equal to 9
and not above 14; and 3rd, above 14. Tie
Arnericai classification is: 1st, not above
13; 2nd, above 13 and not above 16 ; 3rd,
above 16 ail not above 20; 4th, all above
20. ''ie duties on tise tiree higlier classes
are respectively, 2' cents, 3 cents and 3ý
cents per lb. U. n the low'est cluas, viz., not
above 13, sugars testing by the poariscope
not above 75 degrees are liable te a duty
oil 4-10 cents per lb., with 4-10 additional
foi every additional legree cir fraction of
a degree siovn by tise polariscope test,
i t vill, w'e thiik, befouid that the lowest
grades in the United States tariff will be
admsittel at imuch tie sanie rate as ousr
colnineid rates of,, and j- cents per lIb,
nd 30 per' cent ad valorenu. The higher

grades are subjectei ta raiher isigher
duties tha ors, estimating the value
according to those given in tie trade
returns. We believe that in tise old
tarifF there iere conbined specific and
ad valoremis duties. Tiliere vas great coin-
plaint made some time ago that tie West
Indian sugars isad been colored, se as t
get them in under tise coor test,
althougi really sgar of good quality.
This lias led te the adoption of tise polar.
iscope test.

Tie duties ci cottons, woollens and silks
are still very Iigh. Il is the opinion of
Mi-. Donnell that the practical effect of
tise duties on maws' materials lias been to
prevent the Uniteed States masisuf.ue-
turers fions ccinpeting in tise markets of
the woild. There is ssot lue says, the
slightest pomise in the newu tariff that
under it our nsnîîufsaeturer's will be able
tii export tieir suiplus produc ts. Plain
cottons vill still be exported, but colored


