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be sought by - Mr. McLaren, and in that
case it might be said that any protection

given to him in the collection of tolls was

an interference with the private rights of
those who have contended that .river
improvements are public property. What-

" ever may he the final decision, legislation
will be indispensably necessary, and we
cannot help thinking that it would be wise
in the Ontario Government, under all the
circurnstances of this case, to await the
judgment of the Privy Council before
reintroducing their old Bill. . That judg-
ment is not lileely to be very long delayed,
and when il has been rendered, all parties
will bo in a better frame of mind for
solving the didiculty, As the Globe
remarks, without - legislation the whole
lumber industry will be liable to bae thrown
inLo confusion.

QUEBEC FINANCES.

There is a rumor at Otlawa, which seems
to be credited by the Free Press of that
city, that the French Cuuadian supporters
of the Government have recently held a
secred caucus meletingl'mm which French
Cnnadian Liberals and British Conserva-
tives were carelully excluded, 1t is, of
courge, impossible to place much relinnce
on thoe reports of the proceedings at such
ameeting. ‘The Cilizen protests that the

~ object of the meeting was to consideér the -

mode of encouraging the manufacture of
Canadian grown tobaceo, to which. the #ree
Press plaugibly replies that it is absurd

lo suppose that such an object would have -
Mousseau from Quebec to

brought Mr.
attend the meeting. The view taken by
tho I'ree Press seeins at least Jar from
improbable, as Mr. Wurlele publicly stated
that the Quobiee Ministry and Legislaturé
were determined to put all the pressure
in their power on the Dominion * Govern-
.ment bo obtain an increased subsidy, and
this and increased patronage is what the
Iree Press belioves to have been the
_objoct "ol the caucus meeting. French
Canadian gsolidarity is to be maintained
with o view lo oblaining & recognition of
iheir demands from whatever party may

bo in power in the Dorminion. ‘
- It seerus hardly credible that the Que-

boe Administration would have taken the

line that it has ‘done. regarding the in-
creased subsidy without previous negotia:
tion with: the' Dominion '(Jubineh._ No
~attempt is being made” to” extricate the
Provinco from its financial dl(h(,uIMes, and
_yot there is an- ominous. silence on' the
subject ab Ottawa, The bucléet speech

‘mny possibly contain isome announce-’

ment in regard to the’ subsidy but we
hardly think  that the ‘Government. will

venture to propose an alteration of the
conditions on . which Confederation was
established in violation of the provisions
of the Imperial Act. Of coumrse much
would depend on the view taken by the
Ontarvio Legislature on the suhject of an
increased “subsidy, but - looking to the
financial position of that Province, and to
the general belief that Quebec contributes
to. the' revenue proportionately much
less per head of the population than
Ontario, it seems highly improbable that
Ontario will consent to a large additional
appropriation from the Customs and
Excise revenue to relieve Quebec: from
embarragsments brought about by its
undertaking works quite beyond its
means. Should then the pressure of the
Quebec members on the Dominion Gov-
ernment be successful, it seems not im-
probable that Ontario will appeal to: the
[mperial Government for protection
against the formidable combination which
is arrayed against it, and, judging from
the past, we should be inclined to think it

" far from improbable thatl such & demand

a8 we have indicated would be likely to
cause & reaction in the Ontario Conserva-
tive party, such as took place in- regard
to representation by population prior to
Confederation. The uctual position of
affairs is clearly critical.. Quebec is
seriously embarrassed, and is evidently un-
prepared for the true remedy, direct tax-
ation, - It can suggest no mode of relief
but an alteration of the: provisions of the
Confederation Act adopted deliberately
by delegates [rom all the Provinces, We
assume in the meantime that Ontario will
resist such a cliange, and that its apparent
indifference is . with the view of encour-
agitig the Dominion Ministry to take a step
that may be " fatal. Something must
necessavily be settled on belore.the Que-
bec House adjourns.

P THE MAKE-SHIFI TARIFF,

Such is the designation applied by a
correspondent of the New York Duily
Commercial DBulletin to the new - Laritt
adopted by Congress on Sunday the 4ih
instaut, and in view of all the circum-
stances attending ils passage it can’
searcely be denied ‘that it is singularly
approprinte. * The writer; Mr. Dounell, is
evidently afree mz\dex, as that term is”
understood in America, and w hich is not
inconsistent with the advocacy of mcldenj
tal protection.. Mr. Donnell appeals’ to
all renl Jovers of liberty to stand réady

“with the frameivork of a new party,’in case

the present Democratic’ party should fail
in- the upplonchmb trial, and he predicts

-that thhm hve yems, plobnbly wnl.hm

three, all laws levying taxes for any
other purpose but the support of the
Government: will be superseded .by .a
strictly constitutional system of taxation,
and the system ‘called ¥ protection  will
forever disappear from this country.. Mr.
Donnell has very little faith in'the Demo-
cratic party as ‘at present organized.

He doubts ‘whether. in the last Congress :

the DDemocrats had any programme at all,

and he sees no sure evidence that there -

were 8 majority of -{ree traders in the
Democratic party.
cause little surprise, as-it has long been
sufficiently. obvious that the party lines
in the United States have been drawn
without special reference to the questlon
of the tariff.

The most important change in the
tariff is in the duiies on sugar, -and the

-introduction of the test of the :polar-

iscope instead of the Duateh standard for
all sugars not above No. 13 Dutch standard
in color. In the Canadian tariff the classi:
fication is: - 1st, under 9;

American classification is: lst, not above
13 ; 2nd, above 13 and not above.16; 3rd,
above 16'anid not above 205 4th, all above

20.. Theduties on the three higher classes . ..

ave respectively, 2
cents per 1b,

23 cents, 3 cents and 3}
'On the lowest class, viz., not

above 13, sugars testing by tlie polar 1scope1 AT
not above 75 degrees are liable 'to a duty "
of 14-10 cents per 1b., with 4-10 additional . -
for every additional * degree or fraction of i
a'degree shown by ' the polariscope test."

1t willy we think, beé found that the lowest

‘grades in the United States tariff will be

admitled at much . the same rate as -our

combin'ed rates of } 'md 1 cents.perlb,: "

and 30 per cent ad valorem. The higher
grades are: sibjected - to rather. higher

daties | than ours, estimating the value:
according to those given in the trade =
the “old

returns. .'We believe that in
taritt there were combined  specific . and
ad valorem duaties. - There was great com-

plaint made some time' ngo that the West . ‘
Indian sugars had been colored, so as to .

get ~ them in "under- the * color test,

-although really. sugar of  good - quality. .
This has led to t,he adoption of the polar- 2
‘lscope test. :

- 'Phe duties on cottons; woollens zmd sd]\s
are still very high.

prevent  the - United States

the world.

't6' export their: surplus : products.  Plain

coptons will still be exported, but coloredu’ e '

This statement will

9; 2nd, equal to 9 -
.and not above 14 ; and 3rd, above 14. The

It “is: the. opinion ‘of i
Mr, Donnell that the: practical- effect of & -
the duties on raw malerials has been to; e
; manufaes .

turers- from competing in’ the markets of . -
There is not, he says,. the, .:

‘slightest pxonnse in the new. tariff. that
‘under it our manufacturers will ‘be able -

e




