and raged withincredible  fury. over Imt part of
the;town, till five o'clock next:morning hen'the Al mll‘ subsu]ed.
UAt this time the fiie.had consimed
Jarge chirity school.”  The fire was so0vi
~almost all thieir effects ;. and; the*little® wlnch
save from the flames by the” most; peril
‘manly been ‘stolén from tliem by:some- villaing’ more; bent 1 upon rapine
‘than 11 drfesting the fury, of:tlie; Hames ;-The Aiimbe: of poox‘ occa-
‘sioned by this unfortunate accident’ was very: gredt,”the st ‘hart of
+the sufferers being tr adesmen, and. eople who had alrcad be
“out in tlie Jast fire; " Some pérsons ‘imagined,: that this mxsfortune was
owing to tlié hialice:or ‘carlessness of -an Indian’ sctvant-gi R
- As the’ Amcrxc'm ‘Revolution forms ‘one”of the ' most lmportan
-in-thie‘history_of . this contmeut, ‘and as, lt ‘effécts )ad the ultlmate ten- .
= dency of brlllgin'g"tlle ‘American’ :
«.with:Canada, both-in a political's and’ hostxle‘
© bearito’ enter-into’ the’ ‘history. of the” perio 0./ far.as tter.
* “eountfy i§ mlerested, ‘Tiore, perhap! "than, ‘strictly speakm Hit is'our -
: duty, bit, e hope, not.: beyond -that:anxio sohcx;ude whmh must
tver piefail With us while tracing | thos evehts:which /giy mterest [0S
xmportan(.e to any Particular country.or city: : : )
-1t was on-Monday the 5th of Sepzember, 1774 that the ﬁrst general
Congress was held at Philadelphia. -, The first: pubhc Actiof the Con:
gress'was séveral Resolutions declaratoty of the scntlments wlnch they,
entertained relative'to thé tréatiiient which they wére then ¢ experiencing
from the Mothet Country. But  of ‘all ‘the. _papers: published ' by"the
‘American’ Conﬂress, their. Address to'the French mhabltants of Canada
* discovered tlre niost, dextrous managemeht, ‘and. the most “able method -
- of" application to the temper and passions of the parties, .Wwhom they . -
. ‘endeavoured to gain; * They stated the right they had, upon their be-
..coming. English; sub]ects, tothe inestimable- benefits. of : the Enghsh g
-Consmunon that the right was_further, confirmed by he! Roydl pro-
 clamation -in *the year 1763, pllg,htmg ‘the, public:1aithfor: the  full
en_]oyment of those advantages. Tliey. 1mputed to’ succeedmg Minis-,
ters an audacious,and criel’ abuse of the royil authonty, m_thbholdlno'
‘from them the fruition of. the lrrevocable rights,. to- ‘which they. were
“justly.entitled. - That,as they had .lived :to; sce.ithe unexpected tine,
“yhien ministers of this flagitious temper had. dared to. violate, the most
- +sacred compacts and’ obhnauons ;-and - as tlte. Canadlans,;educated un-
’ der apother form of governmcnt, had. auf‘ullv been kept from: dlscover-
ing the unspeal\able worth', of. that, from.. whxch they /ere. debarred
" the Congress thought it their’ dutv, from weiglity reasons.to ekplain’to,
. them some of its niost important branches., After quotmg passages.on:
<~ government from the Marquis Beccmm, ‘and \ their countryinan, Mon.:
o tesquleu—smtmg thosé, rights by, whicl'alone'a. pcop]e can:be, free and
- happy—reminding ‘the , ,Canadiags that, - were sentitled to. those.
rights=_pretending to pomt out’:numberless deformiti “the Quebec,
Act=and dec]nrmg ‘thiit they, did not: reqmre tliem’; to comimenice acts,
of hostility.. agaipst the' government'of their, corimon sovereign, ;they:
roncleded_bvy informing -them,  that the Congreéss: had with umversal
leasure, and b) an: (unammous 'ote, csolvcd" that :they: -"hould cons:

thiat-the poor people Jost

!

“hey 1}&«1 ecn:enabled to




