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Who can tailt? It appears te Kate as if this " but I won't ake you witb me, Kate. You Kate. She la quivering in every nerve, but
etrange reinctance absotntely overmasters hier reaiiy do not look weil. You must stay lu and nevertbeless she manages te say, with some-
wil; and when sha speaks it la Lo say:- reat this morning, if yen iutend toe o ont ibis thit"g lika calmuasa :

"lDo't tbink me foolish and perverse, but afternoon. Maka yonrseif comforýl~be in the IlSurely yon kuew that I was here. But tou
eau younot wait a littia longer t-can you not itting-room by the fire-thera are Lwo or three 1-1 had no idea of seeiug yen. I thouglt-that
wait tilt to.morrow?1 1 pledge myseif to auswer new magazines which nobody bas opeued. 1i8le I snpposd-yon were sill at Southdale."
yon then." wiii tait Oscar to excuse yen to any one who may '"1 left Sonthdaie severat days a go. 1 was at

If Fenwick thinke of the versa ha quoted so catUi Fairfielda the day before I left, sud I arn glad teo
tightty a few minutes ago, lha doas not say so. A IlThauk you-I sheuld lika that," says KaLe, say that your frienda are ail watt. I ueed net
shade of disappointmeut faits, over his face ; but gratefuliy. ask how you are. 1 neyer saw you iooking bat.
ho sys, kindiy, IlYou muet maka no such Thus she la teft with the prospect of a whole ter."
2ldge. Forgive me for tormanting you-and morning parfectly free from interruption, lun "I always look wei," asys Kate, lu a tremut-

onttiuk of answariug bafora you are ready whicb te coneider the momeuteus question eue veice. I caunot say Lb. sarna of yen,"
te do se." pressing upon baer. The magazines lie witb un - aba adds, hnrriedty. IlHow-h,-ow bidly yeni

"lBut, as yen said, thara is no good lu thia cut pages, whila abe cousiders sud yet again cou. look !"
delay," ah. cries, eagariy. IlI wiit not aucour- iders it. What le she te de?1 Ou oeeBide thare IlVery likaly," hea aswer.,, cveleasly. "Wheu
age myseif lu waaknass auy longer. I promise is absoît. dapendance ou baer uncle, or aise a mnujust coeo ut of the jaws of daath, ha
te auswer you to-morrow." upon the generosity of Miss Brooke, betwaen cannet be axpocted te look watt. 1 arn glad te

IlThat muet b. as yen plesse, " ha asy@, sud whom sudbersaif thare is net the sightest na. sea yent once more," be gees ou, iookin g steadily
lifts Lb. baud wbicbhaebas been holding te bis turaiL ie; on the other, wealtb, indepeudenco aL ber, Ilin order te talt yen that I have heard
lips. and kindusse, s devotion which has touched if the stery of how I ewe uuy life te yen, sud -sud

IL is with an odd souse of bavin g fatterad lber- iL bau not won har heart. Il Evarybody wonid I supposelishonld thauk yenfor iL. IL dees net
self, sud of being stili fre-nutil te-morrow- sy that I amn a fooltet hesitate," ehe thinks. strike me lu the light of a bleasing 4just new;
that Kate goes away te make bar toilet. As se.l"But isit righ't te promis. to marry oeemn but probably iL is baLLer te be on the euarth than
stands hefors the mirror, se wriugs bar bauds when evan te seeanaotber-Ab ! wbat am I taik- nuder i-sud but for yeu, I sbeuld net be haro
tegaether. diWhat muet I do-oh, what must iug of I I shah nover sea hlm again, sud ha is to-day. Accept, therefore, my thanks-tegether1 dol". she sys te herseif. "lIf there was ouly net wortby of s tbeught. Shall I wreck rnylife with my apologies fer distnrbiug you-audî1 wiit
someo1y Le telt mal1 1 canuot raly ou Miss for Lb. idla flirtation of s few weaks V" bld yen geed-mriug."
Brooke, sud I caunot rely ou nyseif. WhaL le Se ber reflactiona go round lu an uuendiug She doce net answer s word, for abe la iiterally
iL rigbt Lo do?1 That is the-question. Oh, if I circte. IL would ha easy te say to Fauwick : struck dumb, but she belds out ber baud, sud-
only knew 1" Wait. "But what do I gain by waiting î" eh.le lokseat hlm. lu ail bis life, Frauk Tarieten

The evauing passas pleasantly auough. Gen- ashe. Amid ait thie wbiri and tnmuit of thought, witt nover torgot that lok. WhaL is ILthat the
ie harrnony epreada iLs wings ever Lb. gronp, bier bead hagina te ache, lier baart grows sick. wistfui eye express far more ptaiuly than Ian-

among wborn there are no conflictiug dasires of "lShaîl I go te Mr. Ashton, after alit 1" she guage conid ?-passion, sorrow, reproachit When
auy kind. If Mise Vangbu gives a sigh wben thinka, witb a kiud of grim amusement. asO0 ho féae lier baud lunlis, ait pride sud sugar, ail
as compares Kate's futura destiny wiLb bier Kate, Kata, betweeu Lwo sncb exsitad stoole, de reseintion aud firmuars malt iko wax beforo
own-Fenwick, young iud gracaful, with Mr. Yen u asto corne te the grouud 'P flamne. Ha holda IL igtly claaped for au in-
Ashton, old sud ligbLly sbrlveed-who can At this moment soething touchas lber irn- stant bafore ho cries, ikÏe eue constrained againet
blame bert But sha is s philosopher, and duesa patieutly. Sh. dropselber haldansd looka down. bis wilt:
not wasta mora than one siqh in idie regret. A pair of dark eyas% are gazing up into bier fae "4How can I go 1 IL la ike rending seul sud
"Aftar ail, Lb. otd man suite me hast," aba -wiLb an expression of entrt-aty. Tbay haloug te boly apart 1 O Kate, bow conld yen ha se haart-
thinke. I can manage him." Fiippo, who, aitting beside ber ou the concb, tes!1

After dinnar Kate aummous ail ber courage te bas beau regsrding the fire witb au air of serone "lIhairtcesq!" saye Kate, breatbtesiy. This
bar aid, sud, aittingdown by Mr. Ashton, effera couLent so long as ber fingers careas bis bead. la Loo mub. She tears bor baud froin hlm, and,
bar congratulations .on bis approacbing mar- When that attention c asos, ha first looks up, siukiug on the end of the beuch, burets iùto
iage. Thay are received vary graciouaiy. The than, fiuding bis gian ce dieregardad, touches bar tears.

man of Lb. worid canuot ha othar than gracions withbhie paw. Fortunately Mrs. Grundy is not at baud, Le
to a pretty womau with cbarming manners, Kate knws wbat hoe wiebas to auggest.* At prceivo this violation of the propriaties. Ne-
aven if she is bis niace, whom h.e bas dieiked this heur ah. nft' n takes hlm ont for a run lnu:hdy7 la near. Even su elderly gentleman, wlio
witbout secirug, sud dreadad without knowing. the bright unushinp, sud Fitippo thinka ha wus readiug a nawspaper three or four hanuches
Ha aven expresses a hope that se. wilt ho pro- wonld like to go uew. distant, bas foided iL up sud welkod away.
sent at the cerernony, sud a regret that ah. bas IlWeil, why net t" she says te bersoif. IlIt la As for Tartaton, ha le cencerned as a man -
doclinod te accounpauy binuabaroad. "lBut a good tbiug te gratify avait a dog-ab, Filippot unlema b. belonga to the order flatteringly de-'
that, of course, la not romarkabta, from wbat I can thiuk as welI in the epen air as by Lb. fire, signated as brntea-alwsys la ceucerned by a
Mis Vaughn tlais me. Arn I premature lu eau I not? And, ais II fear Lb. tbiuking witî weman'a tears, sud lho stands lu front of Kata,
offring my congratulationsa? Il se, pray excuse net cerne te muî'h good anywber." to abiahd ber as much as possible from the obser-

me2p WiLb this despondent conclusion, se rimas vaLlon of sny chance passer-by.
Kate biashes crimiseu.. WbaL cau shoBasyl? sud rings the bath, sanda Stisan for ber bat sud IlDen'L cry 1" ha aays-and bis veica, tbeugh

If hais premature,i lu nt ber owuufanît. ShA cloak, sud hsving assnmad these articles of dross, gentie, bas again growu coid. IlI arnsorry if I
glaucas acreee tho roorn at Fen wicb, wbo la al k- bids Filippo corne witb ber, sud gees ont. bava distrassed yen. I bad ne rigbt te raproach
ing e Misa Vsughn. Could auy womsn in bier Net far aul!' l a saah park which, aveu on this y ou. No doubt IL was hast te Lhrew eut of yeur
senue ask for more than haie ffera I Attracted wintry day, is attractive sud pretty, for leafleas life oeee untucby sud worthhess as I ar."
by Lb. magnatiem of ber gaze, hls eyes meets trees can Lhrow deicata ah idowp, sud bers sud This rouses Kate. She looks np sud lber eyea
bar own, sud lho smilea-Mr. Ashton, whe la thora fountalus are playing brighthy. Kata wan- flash hrough thoir eara. IlHow dara yon tslk
watching Lb. by-play, nods bis bead. tiers up sud dowu the watks, stillthLinbiug, te me like that !" she iasys, Ilwhen IL was yen

IlTake a word et advice frein me, rny dear, " thiuking, thinking eftlbar probteansd tihiase wbo tbraw- or would hava tbrowu-uue ighly
ha ays, «"L' hough yen rnay reédiIy tbink that I far as ever frem s couclnsion repectlng if. asida VI
hava ne right te offer IL. I can sea that every- "Wluy 15 ife sncb a ridIo te eoma paoplé," " Ha can say ne more fer au instant.
thing le right se far as hae is coucerued. If the sha considersi I"sunt se plain te othara? 1 eara Than, with a quick mevernt, he sits dewn ha-
heoitation la witb yen, end iL at once. Yen ara is Sephy-bow phain iL was for ber 1 The Man ide ber. IlWbsL do yen mean ?" ha asha.
very prtty, petite, but goo i looks don't lasL for- wbe ýloved lier was the naa-t sha tevod ; snd tbey "lAra yon se forgatfuh that I muet racal Lte yen
evr-sud the prettiast eof women coutd asb no had uothiug Le do but te tuake np their miinds bowyoyn recaivad me-what yon aaid te me--on
baLer establishment than this wbich la withiu te apend their ]ives tegether. Arn I auvyiug that uight when 1 wout te say geod-bye befere
your grasp." bar? God ferbidt Il'rouble is net sent te thoeageil 1 ite s duel in wbich I felttsutre that I

Kate doas not rasent sncb plain spaakiug. lu who bave ne uued ef t'I, 1 Nupoe-andabo bhad shon dloe.My 1f.?t Yen did net kuow that,
fact, she is dumb. Ras the eracle for which ehe noue, dear Sophy ! But trouble la oua Ling, but I don'L suppose yen weuld have spoben dit'-
bas beau waiting spoken? It L sot seenis se. sud perpiexitv la anothar ; eue can set eue's fareutly if yen bad knowu. Yenu saved My ifa

teath andi beer tVie firne, b it the hast la very, on the next uight, IL is true ; but, afttr baviug
CHAPER XXV.very tryiug Oua wontd net mind IL se rnuch eaved iL, did yen corna near me, aven te uttar
CHPTR XX.if the 1baptuineus et others were net involvad lu eue word of conceru, aven te Say farewel! 1Wbiha

'Love le net love ene'sdecislon. Wbatilarighatte do? IflI uly I etili lay lu Lb. sbadow of deatb, did yen net go
Or baenda wthen the emerte rames e.' kuaw, I wold do iL 1 awsy I If 1 iehdbeau rnelodramticstiy iuclined,

Or bndewit theremverto rtno e.Ne noed te question that. The resolution on I sbonid bava tom the bandages from my wouud
Next m oruing te subtile, intangibteledeto the fair young face ca non more be rnis tabou whau I heard that yen were gene-yen, wbo se

Lb. day hafore Las aitogather vanisbed from Miss than the expression of treubled deubt in Lb. short a ime hafore had sai that yen lo,#ed me !
Broobe'm fsca and manuer. Sh. la hright as Lb. eyea. Whiia se reflactiug, aba bas been Sitting But, instead, I a wora te recover, if witt could
sunein. whicb lies ower Lb. aartb-a dacided ou a bench near oeef etb fountain-uew, pre. aid recovery, lu order to hear from yonr ewn lips
coutiasat lu ap'jarance te KaLe, whe looks paie paring Le retur hoeu, ah. lobks round for ber a fuit expianstien oethLie charges which wera
sud more grave than usual wben ah. entera the attendant. " Fitippo !" sha calta ; IlFihippo 1" on!y haIt msde sud net at ail anawerad that
braakfast-room, Sha bas stept scarcely aL ai], Fitippe, who le lu Lb. act ef excbanging uigbt. I bept my vow. 1 'rose from bed wheu
sud uotbiug bas sncb power Le depresa Lb. sys. arnicable Salutations with asemail black terrier the doctor sid I was poriliug my lit'e lu doiug
tam snd the spirita as a'ight's vigil. During at soe distanca off, dosa net head, but s man, se ; snd as weon as I dred te travel, I foitowad
ailthLb long heurs that lie betwaen the riduigbt psssiug shong enaefthLb walba near by, Stanstansd yen-for wbat t To be totd that I contd net 8eee
sud. Lb. dawning, ahliebas beau golng ovar sud turne. Arnld Lb. roar of s boat, ha woutd kuow yen, sud as I taft Lb. bouse to catch oua gimpa.
ovar lber probiarn, withont arriving at auy deci- that voice I kuow it s0 well that, libe Romney of yon radiant with beauty hy the aida of tle man
Sien ; asudoalse ene wery and &apressed. Leigitlha might eay : to whom you araeugagad."

Rer appearanca excites mucit coucex-s, sud Settiko on!The imptueus worde bava 'pourad forth lu
draws forth mauy inquinla, whicb abo pute asida 1 woui<t 1 'Sa dgfrth tto k owttlt,,!sncb a torrent that KaLa bas lied ne opportunity
as lighLly ase possible. «II think I took cold And die upo LtheIMale of lt.' Lo Spaak untit new, wheu ah. breaks lu upon
wbite driviug yetrday aftarnoon," eshoe sys. bim with a cry.

know that you were lher-?.' Mins Brooke did not
teli me."

IlShe said frankly that she would not do so.
Yonr uncie (that 1 kiew front himself) disap.
proved of any interciiiîrse between us ; you were
on the eve of another eiîuagernent, and to see me
would unsettie your liid-this and much more
she said ; but none of it wai haif so powerful as
that one giies of« vou! At that moment 1
had two inclinations. One waq to rush in and
claim you at ail costs as mine-the other to g o
away and ijever see your face again-aud the
last prevailetl."

.4 And Conldy ou have go te away ?" site asks,
sirnply as a chilýd, withnut one word, without
even sayiug good.bye ? And you could have

îdoute that, you have net suiflered as 1 have."
IAs you have !"'lhe repeats, a'&;.ost mnechani.-

cally.
IlYes, as 1 have, though you think I look se

welI. But one may look w'-Il, and feel hadly
etiough. 1 know 1 amn weak and ffonlish. 1 kuow-
1 have no proper sense of dlgiity sud self-re-
spect, but oh, how could you trea t tue so V

She has sait i itot herseif a thousaud times, aud
uow she utters it to hlm in îtrecisely the same
tone in which. it has si often falien front lier lips
-a tone in which. there is no anger, only keen
sorrow sud indefluite reproich. Tarleton gazes
at hier in amazemeut.

41FIow have I treated you 1" hie asks. 'Il have
loved you front the first hour I saw you-that is
ail.",

ILoved me !' she cries, with sh arp pain in
hier voice. "lAh, o are mistaken. Perhape
it is charitble toebelieve you have forgotten.
You amused yourself flirtiug with me, accordiug
to a fashion common with you, it is said; but
ail the time it wis Florida Vaughn that yon
really loved-uot me.

A dark red flash surges tep bis brow-but that
it lu no flush of shanie 1%.Avident. Ris eyes meet
Kate'. steadily and iutently fÔr a moment ; thib
hae says :

1111 begin toes". daylight at last. I have been
a foot net- to have suspeoted this before.. What
did that-woman tell you?1 Repeat it word for
word, if you can. "

Kate can'sud doei. Sha bas nlot forgotten one
of the words which Florida Vaughn uttered at
Fairfielda that memorabie uight. When sihe has,
repeated, them, however, she adds, quitê
calmly

"lBut it was not for that-not for wluat she,
toid me-that 1 careC. ; nor even for the facts
that seemed to support it. 1 said that 1 wouid
receive no testimouy agaiust you except your
own, and that 1 have."

"In Heaven's namne, w!hat did you have t"
"Do you remembar writiug a latter to Mis»

Vaughn while she was at Fairfields 1 Surely, you.
must rernember it; the letter was not une to be
forgotten."

He cousiders for a minute, sud then says:
1 wrote no letter to hier while she was thora-

what should 1 have written about 1 But I re-
member writing a note of hardly more than a
dozen Unes about some trinket she had asked me
to return. 1 was* wiliug enough to returu it,
but, failiug to fiud it, 1 wrote to tellllher se."

Kate shakes bier head. Il You must have for-
gotten," she ays. Il I read iL-ait least a part
of lt-ud it was no note of a dozen liues, but a
latter of three pages."

"'I amn net in the tcast mistaken," Le auswers.
"It is You who have been deceived. I swear to

you that 1 neither wrote nor uttered a word of
love te Florida Vaughu whiid she was at Fair.
flelda-nor indeed for mauy meuths before that.
Do yen mean to doubt me now V"

The toue in which hie aks the question toll%
hier that, if she auswers "'Yes," iL will place a&
bar betweau them which even love might find iLt
hard to forget or forgive. She hesitates for an
instant -only an instant -sud then she ays,
passiouately :

Il is impossible to doubt- you-aud yet I
read it 1"

-11 You read a letter-mina, I have no doubt-
but you did not raad the note wbich 1 wrota
fromn Southdate. $ome other letter-soffle me-
'norial-of my insanity-was substitutad. The
trick was an adroit one, but if you had ouly to.ld
me-"

IlI had ne epportunity to tatl you," ays
Kate, "11and tban-oh, 1 have forgotten untit
this minute I-Miss Vaughn ssked me flot to
speak of baving seau the letter."

14And did flot that make yon suspect a
fraud r'


