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INTRODTUCTION.
AT GILANELLUS.

Tur coldest spot in Montreal is Place A rmes,
In summer, when nll the other sircets are
steaming like furnaces, that pretty square is
as fresh and Greezy as a country lane. Tts
little garden iz a lyowcr made sweet by the
shadows of small trees "and the spray of a
central fountain, while its southern outlet, St.
Rulpice strect, reminds one of a Colomdo
canoh, through which the high winds rush
1rom tm mountain te the river, with the foree
“of a torrent. In winter, the g udm becomes
transformed into a species of Arvetin eairn,
The trees are not only stripped of their leaves,
but thur Uranches are broken short, and even
the bark scems to emckle,
Ligh above the iron railings, glenms
peenliar ghastliness against the cold,
surfaces of the stone cdifices Ly
swrounded,  Montreal Dank  lecks like a
siately charnel-house where
are entombed.  The turrcts of the
Church, giittering like glaciers in the crystal
.nmos‘pher(- cast their white shadows ucros
the square, freczing the ineffectual sun ray
All whiat area svems desolate and uninhabit-
able.

Late one aftcrneen, in January, 1867, (wo
gentleinen turned from Notre Dame street into
Place d'Armes. OUne was a stout-huilt, athletic
man, who secmed to bound aleng the paves
mcut as if buoyed up by the keen air, and he
held his head crect, in defience of the storm.
The other was a iall, spare figure, but almost
double in his efforts to make he ul\v:\y agninst
the blinding snow.

“ Where are we?” gasped the latter,
almost bLlown off my fect.”

“ In Place d’Armes)” answered hLis com-
panion, with a ringing veice. 4 Here, of all
places, vou can- have a tesi of a Canadian
winter.”

It is frightful. I cannct cross the square”

“The I/ull is only a few yards off.”

#No matter, My breath is nearly gene,
there no shelter nearer

with
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“ Oh yes,” answered the stout man, with a
langh. «Here is the Cosmupslitan.’

“ Then, 1ot us zo in , .

A few steps more, and the green-flanned |

doors swung upen their ki ingres,

warm air flowed down from the lightad interior

which upnndcd the fecble chost of the ex
suusted pedestrian,

“AWTY said he, drawing a
“ hcat s life, cold is death,
ans munaze to live in such a olimat

# We thrive in it, my friend.  Look at me”

#1 shoutd die bere.”

% Not a bit of it. If you have wesk Tungs,
our sharp air is the very thing to steengthen
thim. Damp is what kills de lu.d-‘ people. A
dry atmosphiere exhilamtes and invige
thetn . and ours is the dricst atmosphere in the
world,  Canada is a fur healibior climate for
consumptives than Florida, snd docters are
beginning to recoguize that fact,™

A new argument in favour of annexatic n"
said the ﬁr\l speaker, who had now fully n-
covered his spivits.

The two companions walked ujs to the bar,
vvidently quite amusal at this l.nt remark .
Why they were amused will be understood
when the reader is informed that the Canadian
was o rabid anti-annexationist, and his com-
panion an American who had (.nnr: to Mont-
real purposely to study the history and condi-
tion of the country.

# What shall we Lave 77
win. .

“ Why, Tenico Reuie, uf course.”

“ jomro Lieale? W }..‘.l is that 77

0 Did you never hear of Ginnelli's Bittors 77

# Xever?

$Well, what Tortoni wagton Paris, what Del-
monico is to New Yurk, t.h.lt Ginncllis is to
Montreal,

H0Oh! T eee, Cne of thrnc ‘Halian cnderers
whose names are conzpicuous in‘every capital
of Europe, from London to Cunblnn(muplo- "

“Aml he has un;.nrtul a bitterealled fhe
" Royal Tonic which is all the rage hure just

lieng Treath,
Tow do veu Cane

ashed the Awori-

-now. With'a drop of brandy it is guperh.”
i \-.:H Iet us try it. The Lrandy, N
*; ciall; mll be just the thing after the ¢hiil 1

bave lad.”

; An mtcxh”«‘ht el ull«.r is the hf(: of a
 restaurant, (zm.uelh had one of these, & ruddy-
faced, bright-cyed, quick-enrcd younr' man,

who nndurstood w.vunl languages, . He mui

" overhéard a part of the forcgomw conversution,
nnd in ﬂm twmldm" of un ey, spun onut two
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wmo—t,]n:scs on the mmblz_ counter mled tl\em
to within a line of the Lrim with m aromatic
golden liquor, then ndded to cach n Lead or
two of Martell~—just o' larme, as the French
‘would say.

The Canadinn sipped his uluss with the
dainty leisure of a Parisian, as'if to suvour the
sweetness of every touthi‘ul The Ameiican,
on-the contrary, after the fashion of his coun-
{rymen, tossed his -off, at one draught, and
smacking his lips loudly, exclauimed :

< Capitall With such an appetizer as that,
T think we can indulge in an oyster supper,
Have you Canndiuns nny nntmnnl varicty of
thc mollusk 77

# Yes, the Camquette, o small ayster,
salt, but ver v osuee ulent.”

«Well, 1ot us have a dish of them =

The t\vo Canadians were shown into an
upper rocim, where they were seon busily on-
eged in enjoying the luxury of theiv repast.
The sharvp air which he bhad breathed, and the

rathuer

1 sparkling glass of bitters had vdged the appe-

tite of the American, who found his ovsters so
delicious that he called for o second plate. His
gpirits, too, were with the comfort which his
warm meal produced.  He could not help
comparing his present sense of [uxury with
the deadening ¢hitl which he had expericnced
only half an hour before. He looked at the
thick velvety carpets, the heavy, green dam-
asks hanring at the window, the sofi, scintil-
Inting gasalier, the lambent heat pleasantly

Preflected on the mica plates of the centeal
i stove, and he felt a delighttul sensation of
i well-being ereep over
The snow, piled |

v hix whole person, as he
Iny lounging diffusely in his nrm-chair,
41 enjoy this nmmnwl.\',’ said he to his

j companion.
which it is

“1 am glad to know it was the polite

fanswer.
the stark niveids |
French ¢

4 Yes,

for cont

T have something of the artist’'s eye
rasts. To me they are the poctry of

: life, as to graver thinkers they are its philo-

sophy. T enjoy this warnmth, beeanse T think
of the storm ontside

& Gur Canadian life is full of contrasts, and
I am, therefors, certain you will like it,)”
said the stont man, who seemed to drift
naturally into the current of his friend's
t]mu;:h(.&. ¢ Our life is very much like our
climate—a rough cold exterior, but warm
happy hemes

The American turned his chair, as if to lis-
ten more attentively.

tWe seem a retrograde people, yet we have
all the elements of progress,  This must bave
struck vou,as it dees all your countrymen who
come here.”

The American was oo courtious tor
definite reply.

% Then, we have much ignorance among us;
the literary voceation is not encournged, al-
thongh we have a world of native talent.”

The American listened with increased
torest,

nake a

1n-

© Next, wo are a timoeroug, shame-tfacord
people, inclined to exsggemte one Hittlenes:

and to magnify the prosperity and resources of

four neightours”,

“ 7 have nutivml something of this
said the American.,

¢ The remark appiics paetis ul'nl\
Frenol pepulation, who nre the o
ders of Lll' soil.

alveady,”

to the
inal hol-
Many of then are Tackward,
fous, and secrningly dooned to por-
potaal dnertuess, One of our former gover-
pers Lad the bpwdetes to Brand them as an

“auferior raee”  ‘The insult has rankled, bat
it Las not Lad the result of ~t.uml.1(.n" the !
reat .n:,(rr'h There is a large class of |
Freoeh Canmdizns who ook upon their Fne- |
ieh fellowevitizens as their beilers, They
Lanker after inter-r e with them ;) affect |

thelr
nozlect of thicky own heantiful topgne”

The American smile d, and answered that he
was acquainted with this speeics of folly.,  He
hied seen examples
Irish arsd Germans, where the young brood,
for sotae pameless canse, get ashamed of their
fathers and natiouality to paln themselves off
fov native clinericans,

It is a disgusting hailncination,” said he.

¥ Espreially,” resumed the Cenadiun, « where
there is so little reason for it, ax in our cnse,
For—and here please mark the contrast which
Iintend to enforece- ~the French colonized this
vountry, civilized it, fought heroically for it,
duhfull\ obheyid Hn- new domination forf.(\.d
upen it by the espitulation of Quelee, and
ever since—that is, for a hundred ycears—have
held their own, gpite of every physical and
moral obstacle.  They have reason to bLe
ashamud neither of their ancestorg, nor of
themselves, Thejr existence lo-dar in the
new waorkd, after two centuries and a half of
hardship, is & phenomenan.”

S8 A phenomenon to be prond of said ﬂu,-

American,

#Their history, frem (he days of Champlain
to onr own, is o remance,”

“1 Kknow that Quebee is the historic Tro-
vines: of the Dominion; Nova Scolia comes
next, but her mest pathetie annals ave daded

from the days of ihe valorems Avadians, T

have caoe to sludy that histery, and should
be pleased to do so, with the gnidianee of such
n philostéphic gpirit ag yours,”

4 Thank you,” replied the Canadian, ¢
pmnm(- to know less the history of my coun-
try than the social nnd domestic character ot
Thia T have stydicd deeply,

raznusrs ;o xoeek thelr language to the |

of it, at hemne, mnong the |

with the mnn) opporluniuos whu.h ]m\'o hccn»

exceptionally my lot, T hould bi most hnppv
to assist vou with any o.\pvnuncv‘ of ‘mine m
this specinl ~tud\'-' T

The American mquuml pxu'ncuh\rlv into
the rebellion of 1837, “With Hs political ve-
sults he was sufficiently well nequainted; but
he scemed mixious to know whether the move-
ment had had any marked offect on tlw mter-
nal condition of the pesple,

1 he vebeRion you refer Loy replicd lho Can-
adian, < marks an ernin our lmlm_\ 1t isan.
event to date from,  To men of my generation
it ix a starting peint, but that is because it is
the era of our Union.  Qutside of this fuct, T
ean trace no divreet infioence it hng had on the
Canndian people.  The rebellion was crushed
before it became o revolution, and it is only
revolutions, you know, that cun materially
alter a nationnl chameter, one way or the
other, lence the Canadinn people; barring
always their steady advance with the wave of
universal progress, have remained sinee the
rebellion pretty much what they were hefore
it.  Rtill, there are numerous episodes con-
nected with that event—scrups of the Jegend-
avy and ballad litevature of our vifluge fire-
sides, mest of them still unwritten—which,
while they give us a deeper insight into the
details aof the rebellion, testify to some of the
personal virtues and vices of the French Can-
adinn people in . period of unusnal anxicty
and danger. Many of these I am sequainted
with—having heard them related by the old
folks in my boyhood. One especially T have
written out in full, beenuse the personnges in-
chuled in it belenged to my own family,  1f
vou desire it, 1 shall take pleasure in handing
you the manuseript.”

“AL onew, if it is convenicut,” exclaimed
the American, with the eagerness of the
student who finds himself suddenly on the
threshobl of a new field of information.,

The wrdian looked ot his watch,

“ Very welll It is now geven o'clock.
have had our supper. The whole evening is
Lefore ns. So, we shall Hebt o cigar and pro-
ceed directly to my residence. Are you equal
to n walk up to S, Catherine stroeet 2

¢ That north wind " replicd the Aweriean,
shaking hix head dubionsly. @} think we had
better take a cutfer”

# Reigh, sir? Sleigh, sicr?” was the honrse
cry that greeted the two companieng as fhey
stepped out of the Coemopntiten.  The Can-
adian earter is a peculiar but very uniform
trpe. His winter aspect is an awkwandly
muftlad figure, with warn beaver eap drawn
down over the eyes, rod sash at the waist, thick
mOCCnsing, whxp stiffly adjusted in the curva-
ture of the thumb and forefinger, red nose,
cheeks tanned by all wenthers, sleety beand
and lashes, and voice harshly resonnant with
the inspirution of a -theousand snow-storms.
The two ;:vnth'ma'n suen. made a choice, for
they threw themselves futo the nearest .slcl"h
and roliing under the robes, away they ﬂ(:w
over the ley streets. In five mmutcs they had
renched thicir destination,

The Canadian introduced his f{riend intoa
cozy cabine, showed him to an easy chair, and
taking out of the libmry a roll of manuscript,
Liid it on the talle Leside him.,

& Read,” said he, ¥ what a Canadian girl can
o

Accordinziy, while he pored over Lex Aneiens

anadicas ¢ DeGaspé, the American rend what
fullows,

\\" LM

CHAPTER 1.

THAE ICE~SNOVE,

Tuiee is notling lost in this world, In the
moral ag well as in the matevial universe, there
is a recuperstive force, a.vitality that not
only shrinks from nnmhllntmn but ultimate 1y
trnnnphh over it There wasg u germ of pro-
fuund truth in the Pyihagorean theory of
Metempsychosis, A perfect transfusion and
transformation of clements is going on aronnd
us, operating' new  effects  and  producing
untooked-for results.  Not a tear is shed, not
n sigh i3 heard, not a pang is endured in tluq
prassionate world of ours, that docs not, sooncer
or later, far or near, m.crctl) or publwl) , work
out its mllurnc«.h

The traveller, descending the St, Lawrence
froin Montreal to Quebee, is strnck with the
pictaresque site of the vxl]'x;:c of Varennes,
perched on a high bank, within casy view of
the Roynl \Iountmn 1t is onc of the most
ancicnt gettlements of Lower Cannda, bears
the name of an honoured French house and
ir mostly pecopled by the descendants of Umh(.
who, with the Brmdurwllcs the Longucuils
and the Contregeeurs, fgurml in the wild,
ungrucious warfare which enlivened the uu'lv
annals of New France. - Varennes wenrs the
auict look of all Cupadian villages, where
nothing hardly ever occurs to. disturb  the
routine and uniformity of o simple virtuous
life which has few wants beyond the bLound-
arfes of the houschold.  If now and then,
something unusaal ruflies the serenity of its
atmokphere, gossip runs high for n while—for

‘this peaple are very talkative—then. suddenly

subgsides with the even current of nursery tales,
April 5th, 1837, was one of these remarkablo

.days in the’ momory of the inbabitants of Va-

rennes, The winter had been: unuanally se-
vere, and the ice of the St. Lawrence held out
Alnngcr than it had done for several pmvious

¥ utrs;

( that it ne chauge

c Iull in the storm,

' 'I‘ho xcu.-shovo ‘or. débacle s ulwn)s an
event—sometimes o critical - ong——in’ Lowgr
Cannda, and this yeur, it'was Jooked forward..
to. \\'llh unusual forohodmg. Rumgurs had

‘come from Montreal that the enrront wig -
‘1ml1v swelling, and that jee-banks were form-

ing on the enstern end of St. Helew's island,
Ominous rumblm-rh were heard opposite Lon.
gueuil ‘and - in tho vicinity of. Bmuhur\'xlh-
islandx. . If, as somg hupul the! fve sank
vmmp,h at those points to makoe the  tide
rush over it, all would be well; and an casy
rupture would take” plncc inthe Yarennes
chiannel,  But the older inhibitants, who had
studicd the feeaks of the great "n(-r fearcd
that the ice would resist ull the more, for the
partial openings above, amd mmmng-m clifls
aleng the Varenues hlghlumls, would present
there o tremendous breakwater.  In that cuse,
the northern bank of the river would b\ll(‘l\'
be flooded, and the ice might erente havoe even
on the mere elevated southern side,

April 3th was a day of portents, “I'lic sun
rore bright and shone resplendent for two or
three ronrs, thene gendually receded behind o
curtain of vapour,  All that remunined of him
was n dull purplish badl, which osctllated
slightly in the nebalous atwesphere, like vne
of those semnphores set upon rocky l\d;: in
the sca, or at the hemwd of monntsin vinducts
to ‘signal danger or distress. Old - farmers
pointed with trembling finger o that siyn,
Clowds upen clowds of mist arose from the
direction of the eity, like the smoke of Laille
or of & grent cunﬂu"ruhnn r«lmullm: u pm;mllv
in straight lines, or z-lm\l_y in languid spirals,
till reaching a ligher shmtug of air, t.u\
banked in compact terraces over the Lrond sur-
fuce of the river. The horizon was huzy and
indistinet, now streaked with Larg of pearly
whiteness, then ditmmed with moagses of lont-
ing slmdnw. At thmes, the sounds of hells,
the cries of men and animals could be heand
frean one bank to the other; then, as gome
sudden atmospherie change took  place, all
sounds were deadened, and the silence was
painful.  Evidently, there wax the shock of
currentg aml conuter-currents an the face of
the river, med the mysterions gymations of
some cosmie foree down in ita hidden depths,
All physical =cience is menly cmpivie, Wy
note signg, but we cannot investignte causes,
and it is as well that it should be so, for, il the
clements wereunveiled to us, eveninn glimpse,
we sbonld be appalled from ull further re-
search,

The foreneen pussed ll:ns. The fuvners sl
ek place at l.‘l"l‘diﬂ.n, ther
day wonhl go on c.nrnv-mn:r, and there wonld
be'n crisis efsome hind i suightinll, Thers
was 1o change ab no The sun theshs d o
livde, cuce or twive, then digoppeneed Cong.
pletely,  Thee wind rose geatbnadly, fivet b
ing the light snow frem the supinee of the bee,
then reaching to the uapper layerd o vngenr,
tore them in shrods and deese e belt e
skelter atong the sky. Fooldualy perdesernd
crossing from one bank to the other, loek- o
fike mufled gonts stathing on the odpis, o
the horizon,  Suck appariticni—dine ta pefon .
tiim—are freastent o borend climates sad wive
risg to ypany fuperstitions, The toovelops
themselvers were as foightoned ns those on
shore, for the icy cracklid everywhere oo

their foet, undobetod st thm
HITECH m';d the valer, gurgling goder e s
merons air-heles, s e over abont o et

through and overdh nv

Lu.mng: caie 2d Iand, noed with it

l e .\“..’,l s bedls

vennes church answered, aeroes the-
ice, thesilver peal of the Pointe-nncTromie o
chimeg,  ‘This was the sigpal for the crowed
that lined tha highilands during the day, o re-
turn {0 (heir homes, Some Loped thiat the
weather weuld moedomte, but the were knew-
ing shocok their hends wnd prodicted that the
present calm was the forerunnye of 4 more
furious starm. For that renson, many propardd
to continue their leok-out, mther than go in te
supper,

Anhour Iater, while the inbabitants of Vae
rennes were quictly scated aveund their Gdiloy
or near their firesides—many of them, m-xhn; %,
quite forgetful of the pmu.ms of the day—
they were suddenty startled by a terrible sound
that secmed to reck the foundations of their
bhouses, It was not like the dull roar of thun-
duer, nor like the sonorons explosion of cannod,
but rathoer o sharp, harsh elash, ag it a Plute-
nian rock were huried on some great metallie
shicld,  Men and women started to their fect,
children awoke intheireradles, Y dedaelel”
whis the universal ery,

In a moment, the hill-side and the cdige of
the bank below were crowded with people.
And whal s spectacle met their eyest The
night, which was pitchy dark before, was
iluminnted by erepusenlar gleams, TL was
the ghastly ireadintion of the dee, pifed up
now inall kinds of funtastic ledges b locks:,
here in the shnpe of o p\'umml theve in the
form of - Gothie enstle ov (,ntl\(e(lml, nnd yun-
derin an incongruous hetp of phosphorese:nt
fragments, ‘sugpgestive of an: caribgunlie or o
mm.k. The water roaved nne hissed we it
strack against a- solid barrier or struggled
througl n narrow aperture, Now it boonted
Iike n enluract, ns it toppled ever some gigan-

turret 6f Vo

tie crag, tlun murmurid Jike a brook, when

it erept over the open spaees, - The wind blew
o hurricane, It secined as if an nrray of blasts

and cnrronls. lcc-bound durmg tho wi nt,t.r, had




