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 THE HARP,

- Bnswers'to Gorrespondents. -

“W. L. O
- o Quecsn) ean do no-wrong,! D does not lin-
- ply - the - possesalon-of _tho mttribute of
wersonal infullibility in royalty.~. The

N

omdon - 4 fnres. some yéury baek ex-|
pludned: 41t seems inieredibla that we |.

should ‘have to remind Lord Itedesdule
thut the soverelgn ‘can _do no wrong,’
simply becnuse the Sovereign ean do no-
thing except by and wlthithe advice and
consynt of Lthe ministers of the Crown,”

AVESDRoUPER? wants - to know  the
origly of the term composing his slgna-
.ture, . Tho owners of private estates In
" Baxon times were not'allowed to culti-
viate to the extremity  of. their. posses-
slong, but were obliged 1o, lénve nspace
for enves. The spuce was called rvhe
Yfisdrype. (eaves-drip). An eaves-drop-
per 8 one. who places himself in the
enves-drip to overhear what s sald in
the ndjucent house: or tield. Shukspeare
(Richard I11.) bas:

Underour tents It play the eaves-dropper,
To hear It eny mean to shrink from me,
“CATYRONE. MAN"—Tho tolal number of

armed Unlied Lelshmen in 1703 was 279,-
896, Iereis the document given to that
influmous scoundre! Reynolds, 20th Feb-
ruary, 1798, and to which you refer:— -
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Armed Finnnces
) men, in hand,
Ulster. oo viiin., 110,900 L£136 2 4
Munster, 00,634 M7 2
Kildare.. <o 1,863 7
‘Wicklow... oo 12,805 4
Dublin..... : [}
Bublin City. 11
-Queen's Conr 2-
‘King’s County
Onriow, 10
Kilkenn ; 1273
sMeath, 0l L 2]
it " . il
Total,..ivpiiiny. 2 L1815 4 9

“ASTUDENT."—The English langunge is the
most conclse of any of the four named,
sand there 18 practical testimony borne
.on “teds opoint fni e pleasant and in-
‘Struetive speech recently delivered by
_the President. of ths_Western  Union
‘T -legraph Company. - He stated that for
all tolegraphilc purposes the English lan-
guage wus from 23 ¢0 33 percent._chenper,
or more economical, than the {french or
Cerman, or- any . other,: and- that the
economy of {ts - use had been wull estab-

* lishied by study and investigation. ' This
. wagnotthoold-time view orthe economy
~of English words. . There are, huwever,

enough of themn and to spare, without{.

. ooining any of the slung phrases conmmon
the street, and sometim--s having

their- ‘origlo /in 'what are called :the

educated classes of the country. -

. McC.”. asks * What is:the signification
of ‘a mare's nest,’ 50 frequently. referred
to..In  newspaper- writing.,” Rev..Dr,
- Brewes says, . that ‘ To find o mare's
nest, is' Lo make. what you suppose to
be ngreat aiscovery, but yhieh turns:out
to be all moonshine.” - What we cal a
nightmare was by our'forefathers sup-
-posed -0 be the:Saxon demon -Mara or
Mare, a kind of vamplre sitting on ‘the

sald Lo b2 the keepers of hidden trea-
. sures over which:they brooded as lens
overthelr azgs, and the place where they
zat -was . termed i thelr “nidus or.nest

igreal; discovery, wo. ask.If he ihas.dls-
. covered a mare's nest, or.the place whore

Y

‘“ithe - vampire keops.guard:over:ithe hy-
.. .Rothetlca treasures..: Beaumony
- yelleteher-haai o :

\Whyd
“ What mure

'C.—The ‘phirnsn 4416 King (or |-

.sleepar’s . chest.,” Theso. vampires . were |- -

‘When any one supposes he:has made a|.

‘e OMEGA Y SMarshal MacMahon's incomo as -
TePrestdent of France 1. $120,000 per ane.
;nun, hesides which. he i nilowc(l,$78,,-"
"000 for nouschnld and ree ‘a).lon CXPCNSeS,
~iWaread, tno, that the fortune of General -
LGraut Is now no_less than g milion dal-
Inrs, nud 18 st ;;ruwln;{. -In 18060 it wax
less thun nothing, and he was drinlang
poor whi-ky'out of his allowance of $700
cayear,” Ilis ]Jruxenb wealth might . per-
= haps be'used by morslistg ns atext to -

-~ Hlustrate the benesit of honesty and
cconomy. oo e
HA TPrENCIDIAN'—T0 all who will belleve,
the maiter has been.cleared up long ngo;
cand there 15 no use in sriting for tiose -
sdatermined to cling to thelr prefudices.
Tne Pope had o dMass of Phanksuiving
- eelebrated, not for the :massacre on St,
“Bartholomew's live, but, for the safety of
the royn! fumily of France. A I'rotes-
tant: exumined all the records ‘nt 1he
ditferent towns In France, as well as at,
Parls, and found thad 760 persous sntlored.
inall France that nizht, and not 200,000 (1)
as Protestunt historians assert, -
“INquireR’ asks:—1. Whatis the supposed.
rapldity . of & messitge sent aeross. the
Aulautic by the telegraph ¢ 2. Yow fass |,
do messiuges ravel by the wireson'innd ¢
The mostreljuble answers we can give
are these:  Professar Gould hag -.ound
that, the  veloeity o the eleetrie waves
through the Atlantle canles is from 7,000
ito 8,000 miles per second, . and depends
‘somewhat. upon whether the, circoft s
formed by the two cables or by one cablo
and the carth, - Telegraph wires upon
*poles inthe alr eonduct the waves withi
.veloeity a little more than double 1hiss
- and it I8 remarked, iy 8 curlous-fuet, that
the rap dity of the tran~mission lnereases
with the distance betwden the wire and
_ the "earth or the height of the support. .
Wires burled n'the earth likewise trans-
mitslowly liko submarine cables.” 3
SEACATHOLIC TRISIIMAN1L s pavkof the ™78 T
-oRystemy o friend, Without clreumstan- |
tial falsehoods of the kind you refer to,
the “unco guid” would find their occu-
~pation gone.*. Iivery- Catholic Book-store -
~ihe world over gives contea liction tothe | .
" statement: besides, it should be knéwn :
that the first transiation of the Bible into
English was made by Aldhelm, Bishop
of Sherborn,-In_the. seventh century;
,the second, by Venorable Bede, in the
Csaventh eentury; the therd, by Alfred ..
the. «reat, In the ninth: century;: the o)
~v fourth istho: “Durham  Bible,” ‘in the
ninth century; the fifth (now at Qxford),
o In the ninth eentury; - the sixth. (now at,
. . Sulisbuiry), ‘in the ninth century; Wye-
“1is is dated bn the fourteenth'century;
tha Douny Version (1532) stctoenth cen- - -
votary; King Jumes’ Version (1611) seven-
 “teenth century, - . ' At
#AN IRISIE MERCILANT.'—You say. truly
that “the- Postal card system was de- .
slgned for the convenienco of the publie; .
- a8 well as for economy in trade corres- e
" pondence”—but it was never intended to -
“beturned to the service of unscrupulous
scoundrelism and private malice. .The -
‘ecase” you -bring before us is about the '
worst &pecimen- wve have:-seen of  this -
specles of libel. - The fact of.your acel- -
dentual indobtedness for a small sum s
no warranty. . for ;' sending, broadeast’ -
through public offices what you deseribe " -
7 asy B villanous slanders.”’ I -the fellow. *
.18 worth it, procecd against him atlaw, . .
.. for: the' Courts have already ruled that .
'no libel 16 more .deserving of :punlsh-*
ment—If not worth it, give him & sound
threshing:when you meot him; and pay. .
ff.the account in that way—or, and this*
nay..be ‘bad :morality, :never. pry. the ::
blackguard’ at' all,: and this requital-be
1l feol. ‘the - - But after all—the




