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to wlhicih they are not entitled, as unjustly holding the rewvard o tlie
discharge of' dties, whicli others nust be paid to performi. Iletice
dissention, discontent and commotion arise, evils overbalhmncing the
advantage of the expense of the clerical establishment being in a
great measure (lirayed by the flinds, which are miost casily spared for
the purpose. But it is only to the nisapplication of the principle, that
any objection can be made ; the principle itself is sound ; and hence
the establisliunent, on funds arising fron the reveniue o land, of a
body ofi ien, who would truly per(brin the (u ties of Christian instruc-
tors, woild be a rcal good. Sone may doubt, w iether the Cliurel of'
England is a benefit to England, and others nay regard lier, as of the
greatest evil to Ireland ; but no ome, well acqiainted vith Scotlaid,
will deny that lier Cliurcli lias been prodietive of a great sliairo aO' all
liat is good and lovely in the hand.

2d. An establislied Clurch seeks to preserve its respectability, by
admitting nane to take upon then the Ministry, who have not made
a decent progress in Icarning and science. Hence the gencial ad-
vancement of' science and learniing is promioted, and the interests of
religion and morality do not suiffer at the hands of unslkilled and ii-
judieious defenders.

3d. A body of men, fron education and habit, firiandly to the
prevalence of peace and concord aiong manikind, and pronpted by
interest to avoid all causes of commotion 1and civil controversy, as en-
dangering an order of things, wiich secuires ta tiem coifort and re-
spectability, seems a useful alloy to the violent operation of those
principles, which govern die motions of states, where the chief power
is in the hands of the people ; such a body, like oil thrmv an the
stormy waters, calms the turbulence, and diniiiislies the danger of'
popular commotion.

I do not think, that the United Stats can fhirly b brouglit for-
ward, in opposition, as an instance of good, arising frot a systemi which
throws the care of religion and its Ministers entirely on the people.
Many circunistances, qjuite inconnected with this, have united their
influence, to give to the inliabitants of that extensive country, an un-
equalled degree o' prosperity and powver. Sa for fron the iant of a
religious establishment hiaving proved beneficial, it is, I ama persuad-
cd, a defect in the constitution, and lias checked the diffusion of con-
cord and huppiness. lin this opinion I an joined by soie of the muost
liberal and zealous defiiders of the rights of niaiilniiid.*

The iiiterests oi rlicion and virtue niust suifer, whici the exertions
of thleir defenders aie craiped by the fear of approaching indigence
and distress. The ministers of religion ouglit surcly ta ha praserved
fron all liai-rowing anxieties, concerning temporal affirs, and, thougli
renioved fron the vanities of' the world, to be exempted as nmich as
possible (i-om its cares. In the States they are nicrely tei hired ser-
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