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§ YOTES FROM THE PRESBYTERIAN
GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN
BROOKLYH.

BY REV. JOHN LAING, M.A, DUNDAS.

¥ A fow mnotes by tho way, may
I8 1ot bo without intorest for tho readers
B ( Tag DPresbyTRERIAN, Mr. Oroil snd
8 myself, in accordance with the ocom-
W pission  of the General] Assembly,
B8 quly raade onr appearance at Brooklyn last
R ook, We found that the delegates frox
B orrosponding  churohes, would be heard
W by tho Assombly there on Thuraday the
B osih, and waited socordingly. Of our re-
o coption a8 delogates I suppose nothing
¥ ;hould be said, until we reportto the Gene-
B 1al Assembly in Toronto, Btiil, muoch that
BB (ranepired at the meveral meetings are of &

general intersst and some of therr may
B properly be referred to.
[ The Assembly appointed Dr. Vandyke
of Brooklyn, Moderator by a majority vote
in preference to Dr. Talmage, in whose
chureh,—the epacious Tabernacle,—the
B mesting washeld. The seloetion was due
io & variely of oonsiderations. Chief,
among which, Dr. Vandyke himselfplaces
B bis wellknown Southern sympathies,
manifosted at s 4im2, a8 he himself said,
when it costsorae thing to cherish and ex-
press such sentiments in the North.
There is & very general—I think perhaps
unanizous wish to have fraternal relations
between the churches again eatablished,
and, while it is the opinion, of the wiser and
ooolor men that the proper policy on the
B part of the church North at present,is
#8ilence and walting,” the first appear.
ance of desire on the part of the South for
thoostablishment of friendly relations will
be enthusiastioally met aud acted upon.
3 Meauwhile the South is moving, and under
{he leadership of Dr. H. Robinson, so well
kaown in Toronto, it is confidenily ex-

ted, will this year make some move.
BB ment in that direction. The appsintment
of Dr, Vandyke, therefore, may be re.
garded ss s mute expression of good will
fo the South. Apari, however, from any
such eonsideration, Dr, Vandyke is the
toau dealol.n Modersior.. Prompt, firm,
Nl and decided, but digaifled and courteons
M withal ; full of resouroe and thoroughly
sequainted with forms, as well as with the
business of ihe Church, he conducts the
afiairs of the Assembly eficiently and satis.
factorily. In one respect the U.S. Ae.
gembly has muoh the advaniage of us,
at this and other points of difference it
may be that our usages are beiter adapted
to our eircumstances than theirs would be.
The matter to which I refer, is the rules un-
der which disoussion proceeds. No speak.
ing is permitted without a resolution being
presented first, Then amendments are al-
lowed, but as in parliamentary debate, there
esn never be more than one amendment
8 {othe motion, and one amendment to the
amendment beforo the court at thesame
time. Each amendment is voted on
separately, yes or nay, and disposed of.
Then the motion, or the motion as
smended, is put yea or nay, and the discus-
sion closes. They thus know nothing of
B tho confusion, which so often comes among
B ®, from putting six or ten motions suc-
oomivoly against cach other, and secept.
ing that which islast oarried by & majority
88 the Qecision. To witvess the prompt
manner in which obnoxious amend-
ments are woled down without touching
the motion ; or proper amendments are
msde which modify the motion, and to
886 the order thus survied would convince
¥ tho moat obatinate conservator of ecclesi-
astioal usages, that our system is capable
of improvement, and should be at once
stsimilated to the ruls of parlismentary
¥ debate.
The spirit of the Assembly is as admir-
able as its order, only onoce did an allusion
of » censorious character, which imputed
motives, escaps frown a speaker, and it was
promptly suppressed by the Moderator.
B The oxtent of country represented makes
it impossible for members of Assembly
B senerally to know each other, but & love
snd respect for the brotherhood is appar-
sat,

The Home Mission disoussions were
most important, and presented to a largo
oxtont the same general features as among
ourselves. The. depressed state of the
fands oalls for retrenchment, and it hae
been dons, although some must saffer as
the conssquence. There is great diversily
of opinion as fo the Suatentation Fund—we
should oall it Supplemental—and the ma-
ority seem to favour tho old plan, viz., to
have & committes of fifteen men to adwin-
Ister the Fund as they deema best, sccord-
ing o the demiands of Presbyleries made
bythem., The plan Las its difficulties and

objeotions, but many of those who speak
from experience, deolara that the attempts
to substitute n fixed pnstor, instead of
stated supply has not sucoondod, and that
.+ the bonefits which are advocated aro
nikely to follow from * suctontationizing the
Homo Mission Schiome,” may be seourad
under the old method.

The Board of Publication and Sabbath
School Superintendence also 6vokoes much
discussion, and the jealous foar of two great
contralization in all matters of adminia-
teation, finds expression quite asaften as the
oonviction that contzalization is a benefit,

Pne Foreign Mission Report is something
magnificent, I will not attempt analy-
ses, although such an axtiole given fo your
readers conld not fail to quicken their
missionary zoal, The speaking to the re
port was deoply interesting snd edifying.
As the venerable and qaintly Dr. Colqu.
houn, who for forly years has laboured in
Syria, and for thirty-two has dwelt on
Mount Lebanon, told us of the marvellous
sucooss of the Syrian Missions, of churohes
established in Damasous, in Galilee and
Jerusalem ; of the Bible and Shorter Oatech.
ism thoroughly learned in all their schools
and Christian families ; of individuals being
converted and brought up in the OChristian
Church, married and having children now
teachers of the glorious Gospel ; of mission.
aries going forth from their sohools to
north, south, east and weat; of perils to
whioh the missions have been exposed and
the massacres of the Daises throngh which
they have passed unscathed; then fold
ug that he wished to die on Lebanou and
have his bones in & oypress grove, which
he had nourished; when this heavenly
minded man spoke to us with s counten-
ance that fairly beamed with placid joy
snd glorious hopes, I folt that Christ's
kingdom was indeed coming, and the coxn-
version of the nations is s possibility,
Other missionaries aleo made our hearis
burn within us, quickened faith and stimu.
lated hope. From Chinaand Brazil, Persia
and India, and from the Pagones of North
Ameries, in New Mexico, Oalifornis, simil.
ar good and hopeful tidings come, and we
have oause {0 praise God for the marvellous
sucoess which He is vouchsafing o the
chusoh’s work in every part of $he mission
fleld. -

Bui my notes sis long etough. X am
now epjoying the hospitality of Dr. Atwater,
Editor of the Princeton Review, &
gentleman of the higheat oulture, and most
varied attainments, and characterized by
overflowing kindness an urbanity of dis-
poeition. Calvinis  théology aud sooial
morality will not suffer while his hand
oontrols that old quarterly. I have seen
Princeton College with its celebrated Presi.
dent Dr. McCosh, surrounnded by sn
efficient faculty. The improvements made
in this institution ace very great. I also
to-day saw the illusirions Hodge and some
of his associates in the semivary; and
visited in company with Dr. MoCosh, the
graves of Edwards and Wotherspoon, of the
Alexanders, Millar, and other great men
of Princeton. This is & place greatinils
history.

Princeton, May 27, 1876,

m
(For the Presbylerian.)
EDINBURGH T0 ROME.

It is not my purpose now to give even
the briefsst description of places of interest
visited in Liondon, Paris, Gensva, or of the
peerless scenery of the Alps, Mount Cenis,
etc., however much one may be inolined to
do so Whenthe contour of the chief oities of
Europe haz been completed, a few notes
may be transferred to you for selection.
There are many objecls of historic interest
to your youthfal rerders, especially at
Goneva—e.g., pictures, autographs of the
reformers, theologiaus, eto., Calvin's church
and grave, whiok may boe noticod again,
One patty had the pleasure of hearing
Pere Hyaointhe preach, in what is called
the Christian Oatholic church, & small edi.
fice not far from St. Poter's Cathedral (Oal.
vin), The audience appearsd to be com.
posed chiefly of Germans anl Swiss. His
sermon or rather address was grandilo-
quent. He seems to have the power al.
moat of Beecher. But passing Tarin, Genoa,
Pisa, eta., for the present, I hasten to give
s fow impressions of the eternal city on
the “geven hills.)! Eaater season is al.
ways lively in Rome, if an interminable
round of Pagan-like mummaeries under the
pame of religion, can be thus designated ;
there was alno a grand illumination by the
civic anthorities on the night of the 22nd
inat., in honor of the founding of Rome, The
colliseums, ruins of the old Roman
Torur, and other places, were lighted up.

The sublime and ridioulous meat most
strikingly iu this city—the grand in art,
—tlis absurd in religion. It beais the
world for fine ehurches, and foolish and
| idolatrons services in them, The oity scems

pevusignne: SbdnSmamp g

wholly given to superstition. If one had
any doukts sbont tho utter rottenness, the
worge than Pagan idolatry, andnmitizated
trand of the Romish system, a visit to this
city would for evor dispel thom. It fs in
the dopartment of so-callad sacrad relies
of Christ’s Apostles, Haints, Martyrs, olo.,
that the climax i¥ reached,—on the one
hand of bare-faced tranaparent imposition—
and on the other of the Inorediblo extent
of human gullability.

The most ludicrously mpossible things
are exhibited as gennine—e, g., the well at
which Christ talked with the woman of
Samaria l—the mark Poter's head made
on the stone of the prison wall, etc., eto.

No wonder that the great mass of young
men of Italy—at least thoss of any culture
—has relapsed into scoptieal indifference.
The Protostant churches sesin to have made
little progress—and that only with the
lower olass.

The Italians thongh meriting their repu-
tation for mendaoity, yet have many ad.
mieablo traits; liko the ¥rench they are
exosedingly polite and courtsons to siran-
gers, While wine is so abundant, they are
less addioted to drankenness than the same
classes in Britain.

The weather is delightful ; flowers in
bloom, oranges and lemone ripe on the
trees, wheat and oats just shooting ont of
the blade.

Tho Chambor of Depnties or Parlia-
ment is in session—nan intelligent looking
yet rathor noisy aessembly. Victor Emman.
uel, tho Crown Prince of Prassia, down
around the city to-day—the King and
Queon of Greece are here also, Garibaldi
on Sunday witnessed the veteran soldicrs
march through the gates in honor ot his
viotories.

You will have noticed in the despatches
that & Counoil of Oardinals here is trying
to induoe the representafives of foroign
governments to scknowledge the Pope's
spiritual independence.

Philip Philips is hers mow (singing) on
his way back from Ausiralia, Madame
Ristori is also engaged. Like in France
and Switzerland the Sabbath in Italy is &
dny of business and pleasure-—shops opsn,
bands of music playing in the stresis and
parks, to amuse the surging erowds. Ex.
sbyh o Fotv -days, the Pipe’ and his dwo
score Oaxrdinals, seven or eight thoneand
Bishops, Priests and Monks, with a mixed
following of pariahs, seem tfo have the
business to themse!ves. The remainder
of the 245,000 does w hat seems good in its
own oyes seven days in the week. The
best aymbol of the whole Papal system
is perhaps the 8,000 skeletons of
monks in the basement of the Capuchine
churoh; the skulls and other bones are piled
or strung in all sorts of groteaque figuves
on the floor or walls of five rooms—the
whole being exhibited to raise money for
the church. .

So the outward splendor of the Romish
ohuroh, seoms but like flowers on & grave
or a mantle on a corpse. As to the gran-
deur of many of the churches—of which
there are upwards of 880, allow a quota.
tion from Meudelssohn's deseription of St.
Peter's. “The building surpasses all powers
of desoription. It appears to me like some
great work of nature—a forest, » mass of
rooks or something similar; for I never
can realise that it is the work of man. You
strive to distinguish the oceiling as
little as the canopy of heaven. Tou
lose your way in St. Pater’s ; you walk in
it and ramble till you are quite tired.”
With all her splendor, Papal Rome isbut
the shadow of the glory of Imperial Rome,
judged even by her rains as seen in the re-
mains of the Palace of the Owsars, B.ths
of Caracalle and Diocletian, Aqueduots,
and especislly the Coliseum. This last
gives one in a glance a more adequste and
overpowering idea of tho greatness of the
Cwsar's than & life-tims of study. Figures
fail to give & reader ady idea, Travertine
stone walls, oblong diameters 620 feet and
518, oirenmference 1,820, height 160. Room
for 100,000 speotators. 10,000 gladiaters
fought at onee ou the arena, in the centre,
a Trojan’s triumph. Aptly might Byron
write of what another poet calls the ¢ enor.
mous amphitheatre—mountaineous pile.”

“ While stands the Colissum, I'ome shali stand!
Whoen falls the Collseum, Rome shall falll
And when Rome {alls, the world I

Rome, May 1st, 1€76.

Trg Dusxin Act has either already been
adopted, or preparations are made for it in
every county from Kingston_ to Toronto, &
distriet of over two hundred miles across
the Province,

Tue Emperor and Empress of Brazil
and suite nambering sixteen persons, have
leit_Philadelphia, where they hava besn
busily inapocting the Centennial, and have
gone west, ‘They intend visiting the Mam-
moth Oave, thence to New Orleans, and
afterwards to Niagars Falls, Toronto,
Monteeal, Quebeo, the White Mountains,
Doston, Saratogs, Albany, and New York.

[Hor the Dresbyterian )

THE THRXEE P's

Mz, Epitor,—~Wo tost candidates for
our pulpit in the following mamer. Wo
are vacant, and as a oongregation, regmd
ouraolves of more than ordinary import-
ance. YWo econforred the favour of »
o pqaring * on somo twenty of our more
oligiblo vlorgy, and then selested jive chotce
om’s‘out of the sooro, Theso were to be
spooially favoured with a re hearing.
Being an important congregation, we do-
tormined to proceed systomatioally. As
onoh ro-appoared, we took stoock of him in
his pulpit efforts with olosor sorutiny than
on his first appearance. The pulpilis P,
No. 1,

Now, yor know, sir, that in an import.
tant town like ours, a ministar should be
able to figure creditably on the plaiform
ns well. On public oceasions we do not
wish it said, that our minister could be
outshone by sany minister or laymau on
the platform, So we determined {orequest
each one of the choice five to doliver a
public leoture, on a week evenivg, on some
popular topic, Thus we messured our

man by putling him on his nettle on the | ¥

second P.

But, Mr, Editor, you know that it not
unfrequently happens that a minister may
diaglay considerable {alent in the pulpit
and on the platform, snd yel be some-
what ungainly and awkward in the parlor.
This wonld be decidedly objeotionable in an
important town like ours, To ensure our.
selves -of a shining parlor ornament, we
arranged that two or threa of the leading
families should make a social party during
the week, to which would be invited the
supplying minister and the elite of the
conire%atlon. Heo was thus {ea'd round
till he became astonished at our hospitality.
All thege social parties, the ladies in partie.
ular, narrowly eyed all his movements;
and with the quickness and correciness of
pexrception which oharacterize the gentler
sex, the observations were soon made, the
notes compared aud the verdiot rendered.
This is our (kird P. One Christian lady
suggested a fourth, viz., piely; but we
pronounced her old-fashioned, aud oonolvd.
ed that it wonld be unreasonable to expect
perfeotion in any mere man,

Suoh then js the three-fold test to which
we subjectod the most eligible oandidates
for our vacancy, Any one who ocould run
the three ©'s without stumbling would be
the man of onr choice. Bubitso happened
that some stumbled at the seoond £., sud
some at the third, while one refused to re.
appear on the scens, We are consequently
vaoant '“ilheltou ingenuity will surely

of your valuable jonmnl’.” lt]li‘:i othér’

vaocancies go and do likewise and we shall
soon raiee the standard of our oler%.
FPIL.RX

o A¥s Jio

Anomalies in Presbytery Rolls.

Editor BEITISH AMERICAN PAESBYTERIAN,

S1r,—There are names on some of our
Presbytery Rolls whioch  have no more
prgfer right o be there than the names of
varions others. I refer particularly to the
names of ministers, and partly to the
names of elders. In referring, however, to
the names of ministers, I do not refer to
our Professors or our Churoh Agents, but
fo those who bave aimply relinquished
pastoral charges, whether they ocoasionally
preach or not. EHow comes it, or how can
the thing be defended for & moment, that
these should have power in our Church
Courts, while others who have only taken
the samo course are declared to have no
Church powers? Strange, surely, that
gome who have miniatered faithfully and
successfully for thirty, or even for forty
years, should loose at once their former
atatus,while others who havelaboured,it may
be for a shorter aperiod, have their former,
status continued to them? There i8 no
need to enlarge on this, so very anomalous
and wrong isit, Iam ﬁlad that it has been
oooupyiniattention of late, and that over-
tures to the spproaching General Assembly
(unless consigned to the basket of delayed
causes), will bring it up for open discussion,
and in all %obability ring about a refor-
mation, hother, as proposed by these
overtures, all retired ininisters should re-
vain goats in our Church Courts, I have not
the slighteat wish to determine; I am
rather inclined to eay no. But thie I do
not hesitate to say that if such a statne
be denied to some of theru, let the same
status be denied to all of them; and so the
converse ; we must keep hold of cur Pres-
byterian parity., And then again as to
Presbytery elders, It is surely anomalous
for three pastoral charges to be severally
ropresented by two elders (as the Roils
testify), while other pastoral charges are
severally represénted by only one elder.
I know it will be said that previous to
the Union of 1861 the dual representation
wax not disputed, and that even at said
Union it was tacitly, if not more formally
sanotioned. But one might supposo that
4t tais time of day, and without interference
srom the higher Church Courts, the sessions
reforred to would resolve to be like their
uneighbours, and be satisfied severally with
the appointment of one member. Probably,
however, the general question will eome
before the General Assambly, aud be issued
in the manner justindioated. Yours truly,

May 29th, 1876,
M_
Tug  Oatholie institutions in Berlin,
sehools and oonvents, are to be closed
by the Government.

Taere ate scventeen periodioals pub”
lished in the United States in the inlerest
of the Young Men’s Christian Assccia-

s X'e

tions.

The Ohristisn Uso of Ohristmas.

Editor BRixioU AMERICAN PRESHITERIAN.

8ix,~I do nut intend to mpl{ fn detail
tothalast letter of * An Oid Faehlonod Pros-
byterian.” I wag quita aware beforchand
that he was nct open {o conviction, and as
ho doss not bring forwsrd a single argu.
ment othor than his own assumphions, to
show why we should not meet for areligious
sorvioe on any conveniont duy, wheiber it
bo Ohristmas day, Good Friday, or Thanks.
giving day, I do not think it nedessary to
wagta fime and labour in replylng. Nothing
that he hae said has affected the position
taken in my lagt lotter; and I am quite
willing that your readera should think the
mattor out for themselvos,
Two remarks, however, I should like to
make. One is, that when we speak of the
Incarnation of onr Liord as tho *greatest of
all events,” wa of oourse includaall the pur.
?om for which God was ““made manifest -
n thie flesh,” including both His life sud
Jeath, “to givo knowlsdge of salvation unto
Hie people by the remission of thoir sins,”
1f, howover, yonr correspondent merely
means that the assooiations of Good Friday
are more solemn and affecting than the
more joyous ones of Christias day, I fally
agree with him. The other remark is,
hat slihough the frequent recurrsnce of -
¢ommunion seasons makes it impoasible for
us {o have many preparation dagn, this is
no reason why we should not havo one.
And if there is one free day which we can
most appropriately nsc for this purpose,
juet as thie Edinburgh fast day wasand is ob-
served by all olssses of the peopls, what
reason ig there, save projudice, for our not
availing ourselves of it?  And what are we
to say of a prejndice which stands in the
way of what might be a precious meaus of
spiritual improvement, and intensifying
and plrengthening the solemn imprestions
of one of onr Communion seasons, at least.
As your correspondent has not shown us
why it is less sppropriate to thank God
publioly for q:iritual than it is for *tempo-
ral blessings,” why a Chrietmas or a Good
Friday service should be willsworship any
more than s Thanksgiving one, or what
an infelligent Christian Service has in
common with suchsuperatitions obsexvances
as the use of holy water and the adora. .
tion of the * Host," he has in no wise
removed the guestion from the ground
on which 1 have maintained that it siands,
that of Christian expediency. To all such
nestions the principle laid down by St.
aul ragarding,“days” undoubtedly applies.
It Jonr correspondent foels that his spirit.
ual life is more truly promoted by spend-
ing Christmas and Good Friday in
“ worldly oocupations” than by joining his-
Christisn brethren in thanking the Lord.
for His great salvation, then he may
Tost . asenred $hat no oue will interfere
With ‘e sotrdemsn Aim for 0 doing. DButif
others Teel. that God hath given them all
things riohly to enjoy even the leisure and
o‘pportnnitiu of these * Christian festivals”
if they feel that their lova and faith are
3uiokmed by devoting a portion of these
ays to commemorating their fouching
and heart-stirring associations by an act
of social worship—if jthey see no reason
why suoh seasons should not be made the
season of spiritual benefit o many,instead
of mere days of idleness or amuse-
ment, then let your correspondent not
dare to judge oricondemn them in walkin
in the light of their own consciences an
in the liberty wherewith Olrist has made
thera free ? For * why should my liberty
be judged of another man’s conscience 2'"

Yours ete., A MODERN PRZSBYTERIAN,
“FEmotional Theology.”

Rditor BRITISH AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN,

Sin,—I observed in an exiract Iately
pablished by you from another paper, the
term * einotional theologian” used, evi-
dently, as une of disparagement. I wonder
whether it vver,occnrred to the writer in
question,hew large a portion of the theology
of Soripture is ¢ emotional theology.”
In faot if you remove all the ¢ emotional
theology” feom the Now Testament, how
much is left ¢ Love,—the highest and most
intenss of all emotions is made the very
condition of the knowledge of God, which
is the object of theology. On love to God
and love to man,—Ohrist tells us,~*hang
all the law and the prophets.” The things
which *the natural man” (i.e. the un.
agsisted intellect) cannot diccern,~—are
stgpiritually discerned,” we are told,—sand
this “spiritusl discernment is muoch more
closely connected with the stato of the
heart, with the sanctified exercise of our
highest emotions, than with any keenness
of intellest or closoness of reasoning,
{ both of whioh we know have often led ‘‘un
spiritual ” men into most erroneous conclu-
sions. “Emotional Theology” is therefore,
in the light of Scripture, the highest and
purest kind of theology; and no one speaks
wmore foreibly on the point, than the “be.
loved dieciple” himself, who seems to have
loved his Master best, to have most fully
imbided His spirit. * Beloved, let us love
one another, for love is of God ; and every
one that loveth is born of God and know-
eth God. He thatloveth not, bnoweth not
@Gud, for God is love,” T fearthat had the
Apostle John written in these lattex days,
he too, would have been set down as an
“smotional theologian,”

And, to pass to an uninspired writer, it
was no shallow mind or unspiritual heart
thut wrote:—

“I'm apt to think the man
That could surround the sum of things and spy
The hoart of God, and secrets of His cuipire,
Would speak but love ; with him the brl‘:zht rosult
Would change the hune ot intermediate scencs,’.
And make ono thing of all Theology-

“Love mnever faileth; but whether
there be prophecies, they shall fail;
whether there Dbs tongues they shall
oeaso ; whether thore be Anowledge, it
ehall vanish away, but the grontest of

theas in Love,”  Yours traly,
' A BipLE RRaDXR,



