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Yroir ceaseless activity : « One thing o ust ! glish village ought to havej and there can
alwavs bo taken for granted respecting | be little doubt that, as Sir James Stephen
these people, that wherever they gain # | puts it, « Clapham Common thought it
footing, or whatever be the institution o | self the best of all possible commons, and
which they give birth, proselytism will ba | the commoners adnired in each other the
their main object.” Heve speaks the old& reflection of their own looks, and the echo
woderatism embodied.  “Given—to begin lof their own voices,” whils they were
with—baptism from the duly appointed | knights-errant, against every species of
minister, participation in  enstomary | oppression and evil. Wilberforce, Henry
worship;” then, « do not be deceit?ul, do | Thornton, Granville, Sharpe, Stephen, the
not be idle, get rid of your bad passions, ‘elder Grant, William Smith, John Lord
live quiet and peaceable lives, and you are | Teignmouth, all these were dwellers in or
Christians, It needs not that you should | upon the skirts of « the sacred village;”
be careful about the religion of others, while it was the haunt of many others
and it would be had taste and fanaticism to ' whose 1-isure was attracted by its quiet,
be righteous over much in the practice of | or who were called to its councils when
your own.”  Such would be the deadly !some benevolent project was to be started,
teaching and quietism to which the nation { or some wrong red ressed, or some manifes-
might hiave been reduced if this protest : to which embodied a great principle, made
against earnestness had heen suffered to | to steal gently upon the world.

prevail.  But, happily, that which in those |~ The Clapham Sect will now, we trust,
days was but the revival of an ancient!be better understood. All varieties of
spirit, has come to be regarded as an es- | character were found among its members.
sential eleinent in the Christian life. Reli- i It was not entirely composed of those who
gion need be no longer locked up in icy | were one in theological belief—for William
proprietiex  while the fearless enthusiasm | Smith was of its cabinet, and a foremost
strives for the fame or for the godd. Ag- | man in mauy of its human chavities. It
gression is recognised as the Churcl’s duty | was not identified with any political party
and the world’s need.  The « detachments | —for followers of Pitt aud Fox were alike
of maniacs” o forth to attempt the world’s | enrolled among its friends. . It hal no
winning for Christ, and society shows no | formal organisation, no rules, no funds, no
disposition to control them. Their  non- , secret oath, nor mysteries of initiation; and
sense” is now adjudged the soberest wis- | if it had a shibboleth, it wasa word which

dom, their, “ melancholy” is a portion of
serene and satisfeing happiness; and, in
deepest  pity for those who scorn and
slander them, they accept the braud of
“ madness,” and  vindieate it in  the
apostle’s wards: “If we he beside ourselves
1t is to God; if we be sober it is for your
causge,”

Congeninlity of sentiment drew towards
each other the men who were, on these
matters, like-minded, that they might be
mutuaily strengthened by communion,
and mutually helptul for service. But
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their association was the more h'equenl.

l')egallse 80 many of them lived in the
quiet country suburb which pointed the
reviewer’s allusion. Claphamn was then a
village proper, with pleasant lanes and
field-paths, and a common, and a coach to
London, and with all the traditions, and
l.self-containedness, and sturdy pride in
itself and its belongings, which a model En-

i breathed a blessing. It was simply 8
i union of good men for worthy objects,
i held together by the cords of love—which
| are ever the mightiest bands of & man—by
'a common hatred of injustice, by & com-
mon love of freedom, and by a.penetrzmon
of spiritual sympathy which linked them
in fellowship, not with each other only,
but with “the one Lord and Kather of
them all.” Of these worthies William
Wilberforce was the most noticeable, both
in talent and influence.— Quiver,
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Christans, let your souls dwell upon the
vanity of all things here below, till you
hearts are so thorough'y convin :cd and per*
suaded of the vanity of them, as to tram-
ple upon them, and make thein 3 footstool
for Christ to get up and ride in & holy
triumph in your hearts,




