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BOOKSELLER AND STATIONER

the other side, at No. 377, The store s
larger than thoe old one, having two spacivus show
windows. ‘I'ext books, sccond hand books, and almost
every other kind of book are dealt in by Mr. Sutherland,
who also carries a good liue of stationery, but no fancy
goods or post cards.

There is no alteration so Iar in the magazine counter
trade. Onc dealer—a lady--thinks that British periodicals
will never supplant American periodicals to any extent.
Her experience shows very little demand for the British
magazines she already carries, except for the cheaper
grade of three-cent weeklies. One of the largs wholes
salers also holds this opinion. .

The business of the Methodist Book and Publishing
interests during the past year has exceeded that of any
former year in its history. This was the finding of the
central scction of the Book and Publishing Committee,
which met recently, with Rev. J. E. Mavety, of Mont
real, in the chair. The net profits were also the largest
ever accruing from the concern. A certain proportion of
the profits will be kept for legitimate extension, and the
rest will be devoted to the superannuated ministers’ fund,
the appropriation this year to that fund being larger than
cver before.

A few late spring books are still coming from the
publishers, but attention is now heing concentrated on
the long list of fall publications. Western travelers are
expected back shortly. Orders from this field surpass all
previous seasons, With the stationers and faney goods
dealers, it is between seasons and there is little activity.
Orders for school supplies are reported to be large.
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ST. JOHN, N.B.

Effect of the Postal Changes on Magazine Sales—Picture
Post Card Trade—Backward Seasor.

Offico of BooxsELLER AND 8TaTionkl,
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Owing to the unusually cold and backwatd weather
of the past month, business has been rather quict amony
the bookscllers and stationers here. Tt is expected, how-
ever, with the advent of warmer weather, trade will pick
up, and a good tourist business is looked for.

The new postal regulations have resulted in the sub
seriptions of some of the newspapers and periovdicals
being raised. Some of the dealers have advanced the
prices of magazines printed in the nited States from
thirty to fifty per cent., though several are still hulding
to the old prices.

Tn comersation with v of the dealers who s still
selling at. the old rate he said that it was not costing any
more to get mawazines in here now than it did previous
to the incrcase in rates as the majority of the publica
tions come by express and up to the present time no
change has been made in the express charges. Several
dealers huwever have tahen advantage of the new pustal
regnlations as an excuse fur getting higher prices and as
a result there is a huwl from the consumer. These deal-
ers are asking 135 cents fur magazines that formerly sold
at 10 cents. As about 73 per cent. of the magizines sold
are American publications, this means quite an increise
in the profits. 1t is predicted that of the nes rates are
wmtinued it will have the effeet of decreasing the sale of
United States publications, but s not hikely to help out
the Canadian, unless the demand creates i soutce of sup
ply on this side of the bordes. At present there is al
most nothing published in Canada of the class which s
most popular and sells most widely.

21

An ofticial of one of the express companies who was
interviewed smd that since the new postal laws went into
effeet thoy have had a great many moro pareels of news-
papers and magazines to carry than ever Lefore, as thewr
rites ate somewhat less  than the postal rates. 'The
bulky Ameriean newspapers are now brought here in this
wiy instead of by post. The delivertes are not quite o
prompt, but it is contended that the cheaper rates com-
pensate for the slight difference in time.

The demand for picture post eards seems as great as
ever and shows no indications of duninishing. Many new
lines are being added to the stocks from time to time
and the class of cards shown in the bookstores, and those
fur which there is the greatest demand, are the more
artistic colored varieties. ‘The action of the police in
seizing a lot of suggestive and obscene eards from a
stock displayed in one of the aty cigar stores has had a
goud result and cards of this type are no longer on sale,
at least openly. Noune of the booksellers handled any of
these objectionable hines.

The visit here of Rev. U W, Gordon (Ralph Connor),
who lectured 1 the opera house on May 31, under the
auspices of the Marathon  Athletic Club, has created
quite a demand for the books of this author and several
of the booksellers who displayved Ins works promineatly
at this time have reaped the harvest of the advertising
for lis appearance here.
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Business Fairly Active—A News Wagon—Opening of an

Educational Department.
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Spring business has been fairly active with Winmpey
book and stationery stores, although, like all
others, they have suffered somewhat from the unseason-
able weather. Good window displays and aggressive ad-
vertising duting the month  have helped to stimalate
business.

Morris & Taylor, who opened a news stand on Port.
age Avenue opposite the Free P'ress a few months ago.
have used awgressive methods from the start and during
the last month have mtioduced svmething decudedly new.
They have a news wagon that teasels the business streets
of the eity, carrying papers and magazines. They special-
ize in Canadian, English and Minetican newspapers,

Russell, Lang & Cu. have opened an educatinal de
partment™ in connection with their new Portage Avenue
store devoted to schoul buoks and teachers” supplies. Oun
May 23id they held a reception for teachers aml thea
friends which was attendad by abogt 200 e
freshments wete served in the " rest poum Was
decorated fur the vecaston with Amcrican Beauty toses,
The opening was highly suceess{ul.

Dr. Blewett's new philosuphical wuth,  Natute, o
Viston of Gud,” has met with a large sale i Winmipeg
for a bouk of this character, owang partly to the fact
that the author was, untid recently @ ticen of Wainmipeg,
R. J. Camplell’s “New Theolis ™™ has met with a ready
sale.

Roohseller and Stationcs had o call duang the aenth
flom M. Chatles Co Gatdaer, tqpeesentang Mdlar &
Lang., of Glasgow. M. Guadode was o Winuiprer callong
on the wholesale trade s the dater sts of the pactine goost

ruests,
whith

cagd business,
ML L Ketoaek, stationery and faney goods ierchant

has sold outl to M. Kereach.



