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exegetical study. The Spirit of God will not amniend the translation for
you. He did not do it when it was written, nor will, He when it is read,
either by correcting it- when wrong, or supplementing it when defec-
tive, or by explainLng it when dark -or ambiguous. E. g.: the most spiri-
tually minded man, who is ignorant of Hebrew, wvill probably fail to ex-
tract any meaning out of the following sentence occurring in the midst of a
splendid passage imi thebook of Job: " the noise thereof showeth concern-
ing it, the cattle ako concerning the vapour." Or to take a more familiar
illustration : a person ignorant of Greek, and untrained in exegesis, will
vainly endeavour to comprehend or explain this verse in Heb. c. 3: " For
some, when they had heard did provoke: howbeit not all that came out of
Egypt by Moses." And the failure to understand this makes it impossible
either to get or to give the force of the entire passage to which it belongs.
Again, the Spirit will not make you acquainted with the history and antiqui-
ties wlich bear upon the interpretation of different passages. (Thiswas illus-
trated from part of the work of the Session). Still further, the Spirit of
God will not disentangle for you a net of sophistry which an opponent may
have woven for you, or a cunning wresting of the scriptures for soine evil
purpose. Let us be understood here. We do not say that the Spirit will
not guard you a«ainst such sophistriesc, but we say that He will not expose
theni for you. Ve shall illustrate what we nean. Sone siniple-minded
believer in Jesus is laid hold of by an infidel, and plied .with infidel
objections. Unskilled in argumentation, and unprovided with the wea-
pons of defence, he is unable to answer. Does his faith fail him on this
account 1 .By no means. He has the witness within. He has the testi-
mony of his own experience. He cannot answer the infidel arguments;
but they have no effect on lin vhatever. You may as well try to reason
him out of the belief of bis own existence. He is firnly intrencled in the
unassaiable position of the inan blind fromn his birth %rhom the Saviour
cured : "Whether le be a sinner or no I know not : one thing I know,
that whereas I was blind, now I sec.» Now, it is undoubtedly the clear
inward witness of the Spirit of God which renders such a mau's faith unas-
sailable ; so that the Spirit of God does guard the believer against sophis-
tical arguments ; but that is quite another thing from exposing themj, from
showing -where the fallacy lies. But as ministers of the gospel, as pastors
and teachers, it will not be enough for you to be yourselves proof against
personal injmuy from such sources : you must -be able above all miien to
give a reason for the hope that is in you, " to prove all this while you

hold fast that wlieh is good." ]e
In a word, you nay set it down as a sound position that the Spirit of

God will not in any case make plain to you, without study, what can be
reached by study ; andi therefore the influence of tie Spirit, valuable as
it is, indispensable as it is, in no degree dispenses with the necessity for
the most faithful, patient, and persevering exegetical study.

If it be urged that there are now so nianv aids to the study of Scrip-
ture, so many excellent commentaries and works of that kind, we answer,
that for private Christian-, or for those occupying less responsible posi-
tions in the Christian Church, they are all very well ; and for the assistance
of the miniister f Christ i his study many of then are exceedingly valu-
able ; but it is a pitiful thing if le have to lean upon thein. He ought to
be able to speak that lie does know, aud not simply relearse what this or
that great man has said on the subject. A ilnister that cannot read and
interpret Scripture for himiself is just like a physician who wouhl carry


