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THE SASKATCHEWAN MISSION.
(The fill.a ing letter. aîsy :f whicL has i een addressed to the editor of

the Aar Jer'.î r, h -ent 1U' Iv the Con'veiler of the Foreign
Mission Coinnittev, vith a requ. that it be published):-

DH.ut Sin,-In No. 419 of the Waetern tAdrer iser, isued February
ad of the pwcint vear, there are. in the letter of vour Manitoba corres-
pondent, certain statemn'ft , which eriew.ly aifect the character of the per-
sons emplI-yed at the 1sinî Aliart P lesbvtetian missio> to the Indiana
theSaskatchewan. I I.me reently returned fron the Sakatchewan, a
having made a careful investigation inito the f'acts of the case, I ask permis-
ion to lay them before your realers.

I. The Rev. J. Neshit is charged vith favoritism and extravagance.
Yfour correspondent bay.: " The Rev. Mr. Nesbit, who lia, charge of the
mission, has several of his wife's relations engaged at a good round salary
as assistants." ln another place, " They draw nice salaries." The chdrge
here insinuated is easily met. Two of the gentlemen employed at the
mission are brothers-in-law of the Rev. J. Nesbi, but they were neither
selected, recommended, nor engaged by himu. They were engaged in the
first instance by the Foreign Misson Committee on the reconmendation of
gentlemen of known prudence and respectability in the Province of Mani-
toba. They have been continued froma year to year, because they have been
found to possess the ability and qualifications requisite for the work.

The salaries paid to these gCntlecen are the same as those paid by the
fHon. Hudson Bay Co. to perioni holding similar positions in their
service.

Il. " These gentlemen, instead of devoting their tinie to the mission,
employ it in trading with the Indian. ior their own persontal profit, in fact
(that) the mission is really a trading post."

To this statemuent I give an unqualified contradiction.
The missionaries icquire maeat for fnily use. They also require

shoes and msittens. The fresh and dried Buffalo neat and the leather
necessary for the provi'ion and usc of the mission, the mizeionaries have
bought sosietime., froi tihe Indians, sonttimses from traders, chiefly froi
the former. The supply of meat laid in each year, besides meeting the
actual requiremlents of' the families at the mission, has bei suflicient to
allow small quantities tu be given to destitate Indians. The meat and
leatier have been paitd for with goods supplied by the Foreigii Missiol
eominittee expreSsly for that purpose. Payment is made in goods rather
thain cash, simply bcause nioney is not yet a circuiatinsg medium i that
r-sion. None of the prviions or athser so purchased has everbeei resold
e:cept on one oe'i-m. During tie win!ter of 1869 and 1870 the Indians
vere starving. The mi nar iad to serve ont provisîios to keep then.
alive. The ludian- hiad pienty of leather witlh which to pay fo, ;what they
needed. Our missionaries haed either to give the nmeat awav foi' nothint,
or to take the leather i feri i exchangt for it by the [udias. They tooTc
the leather, sent it in to Red River settle-iment in the nionti of June, 1870,
and sold it for the sup of 1 £5 sterling, which anount was duly handed
over to the treasurer ,f our C'huirci.


