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ANTAGONISM OF POISON AND DISEASE. |

Bt Tros. D, Mircurcr, M., Prorgssor or MaTRRIA
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All medical readees aee familine with the ance
popular treatment of acute Prenmonia by mame
woth doses of tartar cetic.  The French and,
ltalian ductors seemed 1o be posacssrd with the
dea, that ton laige portfans of that medicine could
sot be adninistecrrd.  Their theary of toleronce
jmtishied them perfectly, and for & senson theie
gicmuh svemed to he complote, 1 need handly
ay, that in later timeg, we think we liave found a
ante pxeellent method of care.  But, was the fifee
reacr theory congetent to meet the actual pheno-
Ihd it satisfuctonly account fur the re.
{ think wot. {8 ie trne that the advocates
the practice taught that the cwtic dose apent
ts force, ual as an cmiber, but as o sedative to the
med lung, and that of coucse the disease wonld
more Apeedily arrested if there was ao emetic
tion nt all. '
It wae alter a close conteniplation of thi« mam-
use of tartar emetic, that § wae led to speak
wy clase in Transyivauia Vniverdity, so long
ax tagu, of what 1 then 3 bad the antagontam
poisun and dicease, and still more recently, in
rsan Medical Cuollege, the enfagunism of poison
puissn,

This ductrine, if T judge corpectly, has dipset ap-|
ication to the French and lalian treatment of
aunin,  Every thanghtful student i« awure,
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moth dnses of uitrate of potash, as remedies for
acate rhenmatism and sctive bemurchage, promptly
untlified all auch speculations, | confess that whea
1 tiret read of this practice in Villard's Répertoire

“de Médecire, gume twenty-five years since, a shade

of scvpticism came over e nod 1 veally doubted
the truth of the statements.  Kut the exbibition of
3u, 40, 59 grain doses of nitre to the ultimate extent
of 400 raing in 24 hours, hina hecume sa frequent
an affair, as to silenes the unbieliever enticeiy, We
pnae 10 aralyse the treatrent a little. What
tiaman being, in full health, coull endure fifty or
even thirty grain doses of niteate of potash, every
1w hours ! Let such an one make a trial, and he
will suan find himeclf in a very undesirable condi-
tion, Gastric spasms ana violent retching, with
mure of leag of actual ganiritis, will give abundant
proof, that the mau hae actually been puisoned,
itut why 0 he not aten puisancd, who takes the
wanes doves and Iarger anes too, nd A fUPe mMEans
of putting an end to profuse hemorthage, or
severely ncute thematic pains?  The response is
to be fuund salely in the docteine of anlugonism
of poisen andd drwase. There is s morbid or puison-
utis ey present in the blond, snd entire eyatem
it may be, fully comgpetent to contliey aurcesyfally
with the otherwice puoisonons doss of sultgetoe,
Whea we extend onr vision yet Curther, weo
find happily, that thia same ductrine aids, most
efliciently, in accounting fur out success in the
treatiment of the very warat ensed of setusl poleon.
ing thut we meet wath.  Look at the well-kuowa
power ol nleaholic drinhe to conuteract the poisone

¢ the ductrine has Jong been taught, that merded faue tendeaey of the worat wounde inthieted by
poisonont arency wnelvrlies wlnmst every form | senomons serpente. A merely acvidental develop-
disease. In respedt of many of our most come} ment grew into a setthad fact in toxicology ; so
maladies, this ciew ja popular almost evers-that the farmer, with no medical knowledge, csn
In sitempting therefure & better solution  aave hix boy wha has been the rictim of such an
the curative uperation of W grain dases of 1ar-! accident, by the liberal nee of whiskey vr brandy,
emctic in the treatment uf wcute Pueumonia, - g0 ne to intacicate the individual completely. Furce
wemed quite feasible, to accunnt for the favers jnto the stomuch of A buy of the same age, in pers
results on the simple principle of antagoniom feet health, the name quantity of strong deink, snd
the pairun uf the duse, and the poiton of the dis- you weuld be pretty sure to kill him. In the other
“ When (iccek tneets (ireek, then comes the cas | e fluid poison faila to huct (helng the very

of war.”

bo does not know, that 80 grains of tartar enie-
swallowed at one duse, by & man in M1l health,
d be very Jikely to prove fatal? But why fatal
all? Just becnuse tho does meets no conditing in
systems that can create & basis fur antagunism.
very grave morhid state would suBice, per-
to render harmivas the over duse ; or rather,
7 we not sy, to be eu completely antaguassed by
82 to Ve actually annihilated.

t we take anolber casw. The time has been,
fo my short memory, when svap ur potash in
tion was held tu be an unasfe autidute for the
oug actiun uf nitric acid in the stomach ; and
20 other reasnn, than the furmativa of so mach
Bpetre a3 to be, in itscif, a poison. The mam.
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peverse), just because it svun comes into confliet,
sumewhere in the economy, with that other poison
(the serpent's), and the anfugoniam saves the pe-
tient.  And we think we fud get fucther oonfirma.
tiug of our view of this subject in the estaliished
fuct, that & man, habitually & druunkand, caunot be
relieved at all from the effects of venomous bites
by any quantity of liquor you might force into his
stumach. The latter has lust all tuxic power in his
case, and therefore cannot antagouise.

Precisely on the same principle rest all the anti-
daotea fur vur most Jdeadiy polsons. In & former
papee | naticed the means fur counteracting the
vperation of polsunous duses of atrychuia, and
need onl{ add, that atl the facts there stated are
directly in point. In other words, they are apt



