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duration. It is not possible to determine upon the action of a b.emostatic, except whien,
in the sanie individuli, the hSumorrhage, after being reproduced with its particular cha-
racters, is then suspended by the action of the remaedy. A wonan, for example, is the
subject of mietrorrhagia, whichi usually lasts four or five daysi and if on giving lier th
ergot it continues only twenty-four hours, to return again in its ordinary msanner on the
suspension of the remedy, we may then decidedly assert thut the niedicine is of service.
But the other varieties of hanmorrhsage are cssenstiailly transitory, h:vnoptysis, or lueia-
tenesis, occurrhisg at near or distant intervals, never to be foreseen or deterninsed. In
the majority of cases, too, these bleedings stop spontaneousiy, and medicines that may
have been adnúnistered, sometines acquire a reputation wlich the'y have no riglt to.
At all events ergot, or ergotine, has no advantage in these cases over any of the nume.
rous other hiemostatic agents: and if it is more successful in the case of uterine leemor-
rhage, it is not so because it aets upon the hiemorrhagic elenient itself, but hecanse il
exerts a special action upon the uterus, by virtue of whici the fibres of this muscular
organ uidergo contraction.

Professor Trousseau concluded his lecture byreferrinsg to another case lie hadi treated
with large doses of digitalis, as recomnisended by )r. Iiowship Dickinson. The ieno-
rrhage did not recur, but as it had already stopped prior to the administratiin of the
medicine, the case proved notbing more than the innocuity of the msedicine in inifinitely
higher doses than the Professor hiad ever before eniployed it. He thinks the iethod
w-eil deserves further investigation.--D Union 3lédicale, 1859, No. 30.

A SUCCESSFUL CASE OF RESUSCITATION.

BY H. i. SILEsTER, M. D.
On Sunday niglt last, I was sent for to a patient ini Union-road, Claphan, and

found lier confinement with lier first child just coiniencing. although the presenta-
tion was cranial, and there appeared to be nothing abnormal i-i ber condition, she con-
tinued in labour iutil Thursday night, wlien symptoms arose -whiich rendered speedy
delivery advisable. I accordingly iad recourse to the forceps, and readily extricated
her froin ber perilous condition. Tve child, hovever, was apparently quite dead. Sprink-
ling w-ithc cold w-ater, &c., produced no effect, probably owing to the insensibility aris-
ing from compression of the head by the instrument, or from the unusual serverity of
the labour. The case w-as given up as hopeless by the bystanders, w-lien I determined
to try ny method of resuiscitation, and, arising the child's armas up by tihe sides of his
lead, I extended them gently and steadily upwards and forwards for a few moments,
thus cnlarging the capacity of the chest by elevating the ribs through the pectoral
muscles. By this means, i induced a tendency to a vacnun ie that cavity, and ais inspi-
ration of air was the result. Next, by turning down the little patient's aras, and pres-
sing them gently against the sides of the chest, I produced a foreed expiration. In less
thsan ten minutes the natural respiration was established, and I ani happy to be able to
add that the mother and child are progressing favourably-.Lancel.

SURGERY.

INCISIONS IN ANTHRAX.

Maurice H. Collis, Surgeon to Meath Hospital, says (Dublin Quarterly Journ. Mfed.
Sciences, August, 1859) that " the incision into anthrax, whether made early or delayed
till sloughing lias donc part of the surgeon's work, must be deep rather than extensive.
Usually it is said anthrax is a flat swelling. The fact of its flatness, or rather of its ex-


