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betore Mr. Roebuek’s Committee, this gentleman stated that L:. ‘perce,
President of a Committee sent out by Dr. Andrew Simith to Constan-
tinople and Balukluva to report specially on the Military Ilo.apn.ela was
Dr. Smith’s son-in-law. Thereby insimating that no impartial report
could be expeeted from so near a relation. T observe thit Dr. Smith
nus puldiely centradicted this wntruth. The Directer General hias no
child, and 1wy intimate and excellent {riend Spence. who was well
known to several persons in this city, aud perished in the Prince at
Balakluva. died a bachelor,

The superiority of every thing Trench over cvery thing English in
the Turkey expedition is uniformly asserted by these writers, and dilated
on with much apporent zest.  This appears to be at present a popular
theme in the newspapers, and the state of the French Jospitals is tri-
umphantly referred to in proof of its trath, refative to the Medieal: De-
partment. It is probable enough that, considering the earlier establish-
ment of the French Hospitals at Scutari, and the other advantages they
possesscd, as above noticed, and the fewer admissions into them, when
the British Hospitals were formed, the comparisen may at first have been
favorable to our gallant allies, but I suspeet this is no longer the cuse.

I can assert with confidence that the supariority, was on the other: side
during the Peninsular campaign.  In 1814, atter; the attle ul Orthes,a
French Hospital, Tull of woiunded, was cotrusted tu; my charge;its mmh-
cal attendants having retired with the anwy two days ])&i[viﬂ.? I never
withessed any tmug so badd o the state of that hospital genenlly;and
the surgery was pre-emincotly disreputable. - Thirty patients: had: Jost
arms or legs— ong or two i annand legc. O these abont one-fonrth had
died,and most ot the remuining stunmps were attenmated cones, each with
three or four inches of bare bone at its apex. The greater part reguired
re-amputation tu save lile, the vital powers not being nble to throw oft’
the dead boue. Some thus recovered, but with difliculty.

This was in 1814; ut that time out of Paris there were fow Physicians

or Surgcons of eminence ; amd 1 know that in the sonth of Frunee it
wus not unusual to send a hundred leagaes fora Sargeon lc» ptmfi'rm u
esipital operation. Things have no donbt fmproved mueh sinee that
time, and distinguished professionad men may now be fovnd in Bourdeanx,
Punlons:, Lyons, nnd other sceondary cities,  Still, Tihink, not in the
sume proportion as i towns of this elass=in Great Brituin and Irclund.

Our Reginental Hospitals nre nearly faultless, but in Military General
Hospitals the snomalous wnd anvidions position of the Purveyor is cal-
enlated to doomischicl, Paeveyors ure Lospital Connnissaries entrasted
with the duty o providing tood for the paticuts,  ‘Thongh nominally
under the crders of the Senior Medical Officers, they arve, de fucto, the



