Fracture of the Sacrum impeding delivery.
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either checked or removed this disease without opera-
tion? I apprehend nmot. No general plan of which I
am aware, could have checked the disease, and healed
an offensive sore, that had already produced so great a
degree of constitutional irritation, and so far reduced the
vital envrgies as to threaten speedy dissolation.

2d. Will the tomour ke reproduced? To this, T an-
swer ves, as the morbid action, which first produced it,
in all probability s:ill exists,

3d. What then have we gained by operating, and will
the morbid action be greater or less for the time to
come? I answer, we have grined time; prolonged life
indefinitely, and that the growth is not likely to be more
rapid than mn yonth, nor yet so rapid ; but even suppo-
sing it were the same, he may still Jive to a good old
age. However, the growth will probably be slower
than in early or imiddle age, as we generally find the
morbid tendency in old age (when the excernants, both
absorbent and secretory, begin to diminish), is towards
the parenchyma, blood vessels, viscera, etc., and lime is
secreted in smaller quantity in old age and infancy than
atany other period of life.

In fine, it is evident that the cause of this disease, in this
unusual situation, was fracture of the scapula, together
with a peculiar state of the constitutional powers and
vascular system.

Nicolet, 8th January, 1846.

FRACTURE OF THE SACRUM IMPEDING
DELIVERY.

By A. H. Davip, M. D., Montreal.
Madame C , of delicate frame, 30 years of age,
about four months pregnant with her fourth child, was
coming down stairs when her foot slipping, she fell and
bounded on several steps till she reached the bottom
“one. She immediately felt exeruciating pain in the
region of the sacrum, and was obliged to be caried to
‘her sofa, as she was quite unable to rise. The pain
continuing, her ordinary medical attendant was called
to see her. He bled her and gave her an anodyne, and
‘ordered the part to be rubbed with strong camphorated
liniment; be was very anxious to make an examination
"to discover the cause of the great pain, but she would
not consent to his doing so. The pain continued for
some weeks, but gradually subsided, and some three
months after the accident was able'to attend her ordi-
nary duties for a short time, but the pain soon returned
again, and coatinued, with such unabated violence, till
the full time of her pregnancy, as to mducc serious ap-
) pxehenszom for her safety.
"Labour commenced on the 22d, June, and Dr. Ba-
deau. ﬁndmv it xmpossxble to deliver, requested me to
see her with him, after she had been about five and

‘twenty hours in labour.  The pains were very active,
and, as far as could be ascertained, the os uteri wag_
fully dilated, but the vagina was almost comnlerely:
closed by ahard teimour, conneeted, apparently, with the
sacrum, and, ou inquiring into the case, learned the fore~
going istory.  She was excee Jngly weak and enmu-'
ared, to a degree, for the length of time she had been
suffering, viz., from the end of Januvary to the. end uf
June, and fx-nm the certainty that the child had. been
dead for some time, I suge propriety of i xmme~
diately performing eraitintomy, in which Dr.l Badeau
fully coincided with me. After much loss of time before
Madame C——-— could miake up her mind to submit
to the operation, I proceeded, towards themorning ofthe
24th, to break down the head, and succeeded with more
ease than I had anticipated, from the closure of the
vagina. After completely succeeding in_ this, 1 de-
sisted from proceeding to extract the child for a ahort
time, at her earnest request, and on my “lahln"' to. do
0, some two hours after, she most dis tmctly refuqed to
allow me to do anything ; and notmthdandmn the re-
peated wishes of her Priest, who was with her all ihe
time, and the entreaties of her husband and fnendc, de-
clared her readiness to die sooner than al)ow harself to
be touched, and as she persisted in this determmanon,
we had o course. left but to see her aradually -sink
before our eyes; and during her expiring efforts, the
mutilated remains of her child came from her.
Having obtained permission to make an examination
of the sacrum, we found. that bone breken. into four
pieces ; two of them projected out of its usual line,,aud‘
all were joined by a firm callous band, which formed the
projection into the vagina, and completely prexenteq 3
natural delivery. i
Montreal, Jan. 12, 1846.
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It is now about thirty years since the doctrmes of the
phrenologists were made generally known. by the ptbli-
cation of the work of Dr. Spurzheim in.1815; for it was
this work, and the very popular and fascinating manners
of Spurzheim that procured for them a very general no-
tice, though they were elaborated and first promulgated
by Dr. Gall of Vienna. These doctrines since then have
been embraced by multitudes of intelligent persons in
every country and many have devoted themselves to the
strenuous study of them and engaged enthusiastically in

their elucidation. Their novelty, the great facility; with



