
TEACHING AND THINKING-DR. OSLER.

With the diminished reliance upon drugs, there bas been
a return with profit to the older measures of diet, exercise,
baths, and frictions, the remedies with which the Bythenian
Asclepiades doctored the Romans so successfully in the
first century. Thougli used less frequently, medicines are
now given with infinitely greater skill ; we know better
their indications and contradictions, and we may safely
say (reversing. the proportion of fifty years ago) that for
one danaged by dosing, one hundred are saved.

Many of the difficulties which surround the subject
relate to the men who practice the art. The commonest'
as well as the saddest mistake is to mistake one's profession,
and this we doctors do often enough, some of us without
knowing it. There are men who have never had the
preliminary education which would enable them to grasp
the fundamental truths of the science on which medicine
is based.. Others have 'poor teachers, and never receive
that bent of mind which is the all important factor in
education ; others again fall early into the error of think-
ing that they know it all, and benefiting neither by their
mistakes or their successes, miss the very essence of all
experience, and die bigger fools, if possible, than when
they started. , There are only two sorts of doctors ; those
who practice with their brains, and those who practice with
their tongues. The studious, bard working man who
wishes to know his profession thoroughly, who lives in the
hospitals and dispensaries, and who strives to obtain a wide
and philosophical couception of disease and its processes,
often has a bard struggle, and it may take years of waiting
before he becomes successful; but such form the bulwarks
of our ranks, and outweigh scores of the voluble Casios who
talk themselves into, and often out of, practice.

Now of the difficulties bound up with the "fool multitude"
in which we doctors work, I hesitate to speak in a
mixed audience. Comnion sense in matters medical is
rare, and is usually in inverse ratio to the degree of educa-
tion. I suppose as a body, clergymen are better educated
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