
TIIE iOIIAWVK LANGUAGE.

D'ore frolyn the doai ta, anv of the others. For the Cliic-fs of
the Mühawvks, Oneidas, Oiioindat-Ys, Cayugas and Senacas speak ecdi
il, bis OwN huguu il, the Coltuncil Ilouise ani are readily understood
by ail. But the speech of a rfuseaî.ora Chief ustially lias to be
interprcted into one or other of the five dialects before it eau be
uuderstoo(i by the Counceil.

Our first luquiries niust be direeted, as a niatter of course, to the
alphabet of the ieading language, viz. the Mobawk, and atten-
tion wviil at once be arrested by a. curious peculi;urity, iii the entire
absence of the labials which, in English., are so prominent.

1 oiighIt, perhaps, here to explain that the naine M\,ohiawk wvas given
to us by foreigniers, and that the signification or derivation is entireiy
unknowvu to us. Sorne writers, I blurlieve, have coujectured it to mean
maniî caters ; but if it is implied by this tiot the Mýoliavks were Can-
nibals, I have no hiesitation in pronouuucing it to be a libel.

The naine by wyhich ive are knoivi anion-- ludians is, perhfaps, flot
quite sa cuphonious, but muiieh mure comiplimentarv. It is Ka-nyen-
ke-1i4-ka whiclh means " Flitit People " or " people derived fromn the
flint," given no> loubt bv thiose %vlio had experieneed somnethiuug of the
flinty character anti the, sc:lping propensities of' the 'Mohawk uponi
the war-pathi. TIhe follin comnprises ail tic letters of the alphabet,
'riz

Voivels.

a as a in far. Vowels followed by hi have a short quick ex-
e cca , fate. plosive sound, e y., et as e iu met; jil as i Ii

i ce cc rcet. pin

o oi " 01i. E followed by n bias the sound of u in
Il ui Il tunle. under.

Consolin nts.
(1ilh j k n (j r s t w x y.

It wvili thus bc seen, that b c f g i p v z are wvating, ieaving
17 letters in the alphlabet.

W riters whio have gone before nie have, as a generai thing, retainied
c and q. but I conceive uselessly, as 1 think whiere those former
writcrs wouhi emiploy tiiese letters, j and kC could be used quite as
correctly.

It wvill lie My object, not so muchi to exhîibit the lang-uage lu some
particuiar form, or aeeording to certain preconceived grammatical
nuotions, as to examine and analyze the lauguage, and aftcrwards de-


