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up in one word—plod, j.iod. plod ; but to both poor and rich, for woman
existence means an unspeakably wretched slavery to man.

To Corea’s 15,000,000 only 61 Protestant missionaries, all told, have
gone. Of these many arc missionaries’ wives, who devote theix: lives to
their own families ; some are sick, others on furlough, othersstudying. At
10 time can more than 20 out of the 61 be reckoned as active missionaries.

Active propagandism is still forbidden by the law. The Govern-
ment may at any time suppress the work. It is supposed, however, that,
contact with the modern powers will stay any disposition to enforce the
laws against Christian teaching. Hence the missionaries are going for-
ward, planting preaching stations and spreading their fore so as to occupy

all the strategic points.
VIL.—JAPAN.

BY REV. GEORGE W, RNOX, D.D.

The war with China is the great fact that looms up in the horizon and
affects Christian work like all else. Christian Japanese hold mectings to
pray for the success of the nation’s arms, and circles are formed fo work
for the aid and comfort of the soldiers in the fizld and to care for the
wounded. Some of the younger evangelists have been summoned to take
their place in the ranks, neither ministers nor priests Leing exempt.  To
some extent the direct work is hindered ; but in seme regions at least
cvangelistic work does not suffer, the Christians being incited to fresh
zewl, and the people being as ready and congregations as large as in times
of peace. A quickened sense of responsibility increases the power to
waork, and leads 1o rencwed discussion of forcign missions. For years a
mission to Corea has been talked of, but the obstacles have scemed in-
superable.  Now the duty appears plain, and the Japauese Church would
carry the Gospel to the regions Leyond.  This is highly stimulating, and
the native church has for some fime past needed such work.  With Japan
still evangelized but in part, with work at home sufficient to engross all
the activitics of the Church, the leaders see foreign missions to be needful
and practicable, and as helpful to Christ’s cause in Japan as in Corea
itself.  The decisive triumph of the Japanese arms will involve new and
enhanced responsibility for the Japanese Church.  Already Corean stu-
dents arc in Tokyo, sent thither by their government, and some of them
are Christians, and several have entered Christian schonls,

The siwation is already improved by the conclusion of the new treaty
with Britain, which docs not go inte full effect for five years, but recog-
nizes Japan as an cqual, and does away with extra ternitoriality.  The
delay is at Japan’s request. Al the empire is opened to residence snd
travel withont the vexatious restrictions heretofore imposed.  More im-
portant still, the forcigu agitation loses its inspiration, and the intense
fecling of injustice suffered is fast passing away. It is to be hoped e



