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An impression prevails that mny of tlie stories eencerniug the evils of

child-marriage and enforced ividcwhiood in India are soiiievat exaggcrated.

*Uponi opeiugii a recenýt India palier, I read the followiu: "lu eue cf the

]argest cities of Sontheru India a marrige was rccently arraugred between

young inu of twenty-tliree years, suffering from whlitc leprosy ail over

lus body, aud a hrighit youug girl of ouly twelve. The girl wvas birgained

for, and ruipees five liundred %vere paid down inuliard cash. Shie cf course

knew nothingr cf the arrangements maude until told by lier fatiier, wlien slie

qu.etly submnitted te lier fate with a resignation eluaracteristie cf a liîdu

ma2ud.2'
Turniug over the page, anotiier item feil under my ixotice: On Sat-

urday last a young girl-wife, aged ciglît years, w'as adxnitted iute the lics-

pital suffering frin burus ail over lier body, caused by lier husband lîavingr

branded lier %'ithî :a hoct ircu luec.ause s ue wa.s alisent from the bouse rather
longrer than usual. " Stili anotlier :"A marriage lias been celebrated
-%vitlîin the week in. wlîich the bridegroom (name given) is «,ired 35 years,

te an infant nine înonths old !" A mnarriage was reeutly performed. be-
tweeu a Brahisu and fourteen girls belongiug to oue faimily. The corre-

spondent cf a native papier says "We learned thiat fourteen Misses Bau-
nerjl were te be given away ; I wvent. te the spot eut cf euriosity. 1 saw
t7ie bridegrooxu eider than a grandfatlier, seated en a painted weoden seat,

and fourteen girls, varylig Iii age from tlîree te t-wenty-six years, seated

about 'him in the forin cf -a creseent. The ladies ivere veiled, and faces
cast dowu, as if tlîey ivere cursingr tlîeir parents for slambing tlîem ii tlîis
fasihion.' Tluis wvas net donc a century ago. It was donc iu the latter haif
cf this yezir cf grace, 1890.

Instance after inîstance could bie gi.ven, but tliese facts, a few cf niany

cccurriug within the last few ruontlis cf 1 $390, will su;rely prove that tic
statenxents have net been exag-geraFted. Then anotiier item attracts our
attention: " The number cf persons 'wlo died by violence or accident in

the l3engal. Provin.ce aloue tlîis past year iras between tbirty aud forty

thiousand ; more than ten per cent cf tiiese dentlis Nvere frcm suicide, and
the greater number cf suicides 'were aîneng wcmcn." 1>cor womnen, witlî
life se intolerable it caunnot bie borne!1

F or several years past the London Timeq lins unost ably discussed. tiiese

crus, in its columins. At one tinie a- series of articles appeared giviug; Inost
_trtig fact.s iu regard te existing castonis, zaud dema udin a rcfcri in

the iutercsts cf liunirnity, and ivlen it becamine kncwun that. tliese articlesq

were writteni by a Ilindu weuian, wlie l<ew fron bitter experience wlîereof

slie wrcte, a xnost prcfound.:Eensation ns crcated.
lu arecent issue cf tie palier z very able editorial zappeared(, lîcadcd, " The

Fundaunental 1rcblem,", in %Vliicll it, exphuins the orngin cf the social couîdi-
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