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We proeeed to speak of the foreign field. And first ive ask whiat
progriýss lias beeii made iii the evangelizing of the nations g-enerafly?

WTe sometimes hiear ei-ei the friends of missions assert t1rnt the
pri) gress is delorably sinall. We ask-smnall iii comparison wvith
whai.t ? If the answ-er be-sîuall iu proportion to the effort made, the
answer runs dlean couniter to our deepest convictions. Considering
how littie mauî las donc or tried to do, the blessiing fro.m on1 higli a-
pears to us most graciousl-, nmnst niarvelcuisly large. Th"Ie seed we
soiv never perisiies; it bring.s forth fifty, sixty and a hundred fold.
,Jiit eonillare the progresqs inade in nmodern tiines xwitlî whlat wvas
-witnessed whenl the Gospel ;vas lireaelied even by- apostolie lips.
Soulîe thioughltlessly speak as if the miracle of Pentecost hiad ben fre-
quently repeated through the early centurieq. It w-as flot so, even
dîîring the first. The highiest estiniuate wliielî -we can possîbly foi-n
of the niimber of professing Christians in the 3-car 100 is not haîf a
miilliol, iincluding, chidren, and soime auithorities nialze it consider-
ably. less. But, durîng the iast ceniturýy, more than 2,000,000 have
been rescuced froni Ixeathenisin by Protestant missions alone. The
Lord is pleased to bless our poor, initial efforts far beyond what ive
liad reason to expet-for very feeble and faltering 1-ave these efforts
b)eeîî; and is mari-clous goodniess ouglit to imp).i us to run hence-
forth the w-%v of I-is conimandinients.

W~e are f uih- aware of the retort whichi is f requently made: IlYes,
you have gained perhaps .3,000,000 froin heathenisri. -iuring-I thne last
ccîîtury-; but the heathen population of the world bias been increased
b3- a vastly greater nunîiiber; and there are far more heathen 110w

thian thiere' were a hundred 3-cars ag."rItî.î but the Christian popu-
lation of tlie world lias beeu increasing too. PZrolprtiuouî(lly it seeins
to increase twice as fast as the lîcathen p~opulationî; and by the
end of the presezît centur3-that is, lei years lience-the Christian
inhabitants wt! actually increasp more rapidiy than the heathien
inhabitants. 0f course, w-e inay bc told that mercli- nominal Christi-
anit3- is of no value. But thxat is flot true. Just compare the state
of Europe with that of the lieart of Africa ! The hast. accounts, sup-

1,lied hi- Stanley and Mackay. regarding interior Af rica, are as hior-
r-ible as- Ille descriptions w-hidi Dante gives of lie!]. Europe is no0
paradise; but neither is it a lian-leionium.

Wc are anîazed at tlie erraneous conceptions as to the progress of
missions existing in quarters tliat% ouîghît to bc- well informed. A few

yars agol journal of higli iimme asserted that the eonversiors to
MNohanuniiedanisin iu Britisli Iîidia were abohli, a Iiunidr1 Âý thousaind

31111111Il-. -More receentlv an anonvmnous w-riter in one of our nîost in-
fluvwitial ixîxa!raziincs Praintained that tlîe conversions to Islam were

[Fei).


