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to, foreign relationships, an intense antipathy
to foreign travel; and this spirit, acting on
the nation as a whole, would affect it in its
doinestic life. We'should naturally expect
to find the East essentially the land of classes
-of classes hemnied in by barriersas un-
changing and inipassable as the everlasting
his theniseives.

Another cause operating upon national
character may be found in the monotony
of the country thits shut in within those
mountain peaks. I'here wyere no pleasing
changes from sloping valiey to sunflit hili,
but one long expanse of plain. And here
let me remark that the highest development
of the human race seenis to be reached in
a condition of surrouindings, mental, moral,
and physical, in which variety is the prevail-
ing lawv. There is something in variety
which stimulates the senses to a keener
activity, quickens the moral energies, and
brightens and sharpens ail the powers and
faculties of the mnd ; the continuai change
froni one condition to another, requiring
continuous forethoughlt and renewed phy-
sical and mental exertion to adapt oneself
to the change of circumstances; the con-
tinuaI variety of scene and surroundings,
requiring fresh intellectual effort to com-
prehend and appreciate them. Ail these
benefits of variety wvere iost to the inhabi-
tants of those Eastern plain countries, and
thus we should expect to flnd their character
and their history alike bearing the stamp of
monotony, And do wenfot find, in the actual
history of these people, that such has been
the case? You aUl know how intenseiy
exclusive has been, tilt within very late years,
the policy pursued by the Empires of China
and japan; so that it wvas only when al-
most forced to it at the cannon' s mouth
that they opened their ports to commerce
and intercourse with foreign nations. XVe
have ail heard of the systern of caste in In-
dia, and of its rigid exclusiveness ; and in the
fact of these nations being so shut out frora
one another, combinied -with the monoto-
nous character of their country, we can find
a reason for the stationary nature of their
history, and the traditionary character of
their institutions. Away back into the dim
and distant past, with hardly a way-mark on
the great march of time to, distinguish froni
each other the centuries as they rolled by,
Stretch the annals and records of those oni-
entai peoples. White one political carth-

quake after another wvas changing the whoie
social, civil, and religious aspect of Europe,
these peoples remained essentially the
same.

And now let us follow the course of the
Western peoples.-those who, descending
the western slopes of the ]3olor and Hindoo
Koosl mountains, took their wvay towards
the setting suri. Upon entering Europe
they at once found themseives in a land
wvhich, from its character, Y- _i well fitted to
develop to the full ail the faculties and
powers of the race. Nature yielded none
of her treasures save at the summons of
earnest labour. Lying as it does almnost en-
tirely within the temperate zone, Europe is
the naturai home of energy and progress.
Nature, wvhite calling out mrnaus energies to
the full, gives izn the promise of something
beyond the bare necessaries of life; 50s that,
having thits, by labour and perseverance,
provided for his merely physical wants, he
may have leisure to cuitivate the higher
facuities of the intellectual nature. To the
fathers of our race nature proved herseif, on
the one hand, no over-indulgent mother, by
the lavishness of her gifts killing out al
energy of action, ail force of character, al
earnestness of purpose; and on the other,
no sterni and unloving parent> denying to her
chiidren ail save the barest necessities of
existence. She ivas rather the thoughtful
and considerate mother, assisting and sus-
taining the first steps of her children, white en-
couraging theni to independ ence of action and
seif-reliance, stimulating to fresh exertions by
holding out to, them the hope of great and
yet greater rewards awvaiting on energetic
labour, aided by skill and forethought; and
flot oniy the climate and character of the
soit, but the formation of the country as wvell,
favoured the first settiers. The immense
proportion of seaboard that Europe pos-
sesses, as compared with the other conti-
nents of the old world-arms of the sea
running into and penetrating the land to an
extent not even approached in any other
part of the world-with the mountain ranges
so situated as, on the one hand, imot to, hin-
der the different countries from having free
intercourse with one another ; and on the
other, to afford that diversity to the surface
of the country which has such a beneficial
effect on the character of its peopie-with an
atmosphere as far removed froma the dxyness
which prevails in lands too far remote from
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