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alone every week, and then proceeds to say :-in full until earth is returned to eartlî, ashes to
"Apart from the fact that this (cremation) is ashes, and dust to dust. In five or six years

only afiother and a clumsy way of burying a body, interred in a natural way, would dis-
the body, 1 doubt a general acquiescence in appear, except a fewv crumbling bones and
such a mode of disposing of it, and fear that other dry and friable portions. Instead of
the tendency may be to preserve it, and that doing this, our practice is to enclose the dead,
room must be found somewvhere for the 3,000 and continue the process of putrefaction inde-
urns or other vessels capable of receiving it. finitely to no use-ful purpose.
What are ive to do wvith these urns ? Are xve The plan of the writer is simply this, that if
to reopen our church vaults (happily closed, a coffin is used at aIl, "iît should be of the
though stili uncleansed) for their reception, or thinnest substance," or " a coffin, the top
take them into our houses and inove them, with and sides of wvhich admitted of removal after
our furniture with every change of abode ? the body lias been lowered into the grave, or a
How will our sons' sons, who have lost ail in- coffin of soine light permeable material, such
terest in us, feel disposed to treat thein? &c. as wvicker or lattice work, open at the top, and
.Mr. Haden, therefore, is an advocate of burial, filled in wvithi any fragrant herbaceous matter
and lie lays dowvn six propositions on the sub- that happened to be most readily obtainable.
ject, wvhich wve venture to condense. The earth, A layer of ferns or mosses for a bcd, a buridie
hie contends, is the natural destination of ail of sweet herbs for a pilIowv, and as much as it
organized bodies that have lived and that would still contain aftcr the body had been
die on thue earth's surface. The evils cre- gently laid in it of any aromnatic or flowering
mationists complain of are not inseparable plant for a, coverlet-suchi a covering, in short,
front interment, but are wvholly of our owvn as, while it protected the body fromn the imme-
creation. Thiese evils are twvofold-the pre- diate pressure of the earth, as effectually as the
servation of bodies too long before burial, and stoutest oakz, wvould yet not prevent its resolu-
the enclosing of themn in thick wood or mnetai tion." This new scheme has something reason-
coffins, sa as ta exclude the " beneficent agrency able as wvell as practi -al and sentimental about
of the earth." Air. hie says, merely decom- it, and inay yet be realized in actuai practice.
poses, the earthi resolves and assitnilates, and, StilI it mîust not be forgotten that there is no
therefore, any attempt to exclude the latter is subject on %vhich men are mlore conservative
a vain attempt to resist a Divine ordinance, in their notions, especially as it is bound up
and a uvanton injury to the health and lives of wvith confused notions of a religious dogma.
the comimunity. The debt of nature is not paid

CU RRENT LITERAT URE.

M R. GREG dons again the prophetic mani-tde and utters bis Cassandrian miessag--e
through the med iumn of the Conte'nboriny Re-
view. His article on the " Right Use of a Sur-
plus " is not made up, howcver, of lugubrious
prophecy of ail that cannot be averted. 0On
the contrary, it is, in the main, emninently prac-
tical and sound. The tirst reflection that oc-
curs to the writer is that in every age there is
somne special duty promiinentIy presented-soine
abuse to reforin, or soine danger to avert. 'The
mîschief is that the old evils and the oId issues
are l)erpetuatecl long after thcy have ceased to
be of any importance. Tentos the ani-
miosities, and the fears of the fathers are fre-
quently transmittcd to tlie sons, who live
under the refornied régimze, and have an en-
tirely different set of dangers to contend against;
yet they go on repeating phrases and formulais
thiat hav e Iost their imeaning, fighitin,, against
antagonists thiat are dead and btirièed, or at

least have become shadoivy and insignificant,
and pursuing objects that perhaps have already
been pursued too far. 'l'le prevaient habit of
mmid, the direction or set of principies and
mnaxims, survive the circumnstances uvhich wvere
their origiin and justification; and, tike ait such
survivais, becomne noxious as soon as they cease
to be useful. Weapons and. tools should be
religiously buried uvhen they have wvon their
victory and finishied their wvork." Mr. Greg
proceeds to show how thiý, lias been the case in
financial matters, by giving a sketch of the
nuonstrous abuses iii expenditure, and the oner-
ous and invidious s'-steni of taxation naait
which our fathers contendud. Everything !s
now changed, wages are hightr, food is cheaper,
tic incidence of taxation lias been adjusted,
every vexatiaus impost lias been abolishetl.
CLustomls duties have been reduced to a
niiinimuin. and yet people are still crying for
further remissions. The gist of the Nvriter's
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