
ON CHRISTIAN~ BAPTISM.

overture to the Synod, that the Presbytery, if they sc
fit, may adopt and transmit tle saine.

The Prcabytcry of Toranto rcspcctfully overcure
the Synod of the Prcsbytcrian Clîurch of Canada, to
talcs into serions considerationthc importance of found.
ing a collegiate institution for the cducation of pious
youtbs, for the work of thc boly nhinistry. And the
Presbytery at the sanie time rcspectftilly submit tic
followaag resolutions on tItis subject, foir the adoption
of- the Synad.

REsoLYED, I.-That thc inadequate supply of
preachers hitherto obtaincd from Scotland, and the
capability of the Church here ta fiirnish sanie students
for tIhe Ministry, urgcacly calls on the Synod toa dopt
vigorous measurcs for the foundation of a Tlacologi-
cal Institution.

BEsoLvED, 2.-That such Institution, if foundcd,
aai bc located witltin thse bunds of thse Upper Pro.

RESOLvED, 3.-Tsat respcctf'ul applications shiaU
IÀ made tu tIse Home and Colonial Govcrnmcnts, for
an endowmcent of lanas ot moncy, fur the founding- of

BE5oLvaT, 4.-Taat thse actual commencement of
thse umdertakîng shall mot bc contingent on the SUCCCss
of thcs applications.

ILm~oLvEn, 5.-That a comnsittce of Synod bc ait-
pointed for drawing- out Mcrnorials and Petitions ta
the Britishs and Colonial Govcrnnier.ts, for assistance
towards tic foundation of the Tlicological Scminary,
na making collections througliout tie botaîds or the

Churcb foir the saie object : for prcparin.- a sclienie
for thse foundation, and for drafting a bill of ilîcorpa-
ration for thc Trustees ana Dirctors of such lastitu-
tiap. Tite schcne and draft tu bc subinitted ta, the
commission of Syaod, nt tlicir nsccting in-for
thear approval, i and the saine commitîc ta proseccute
the passing of a bill of Incorporation in tiC. Culonia
Ltgislature, wîîich shaî.tl have bca approved of by a
znhajority oif thse commission ; andl ta publislî reports
from, tiase ta timc as thcy may sec fit.

0N CflIsTiAN flÂtrTis%.

Every true disciple cf tlîe Loril ZessCirist
inust fromn lus profession anîl dcsircs seek ta be-
tomne acquîainted with what aur divine Mastcr bas
taughit iadcommandedalu. Weuiwn Jais sovcrcigîa
authority, andI therefore we awc huaii inîplicit obe-
dience ; wc ackîuawleilgc his iîîfinitc wistloin, and
trcfre ai thal lic ha. ta;i"lit w~i~su.r w..rcýzal

belief and acquiescence ; wo are assured of bis in-
fanite love, atnd titerofore carnnot but cuwndie that
cve 1ry commandl anal institution'ordained by hîim for
aur observance uut bc designed for aur benefit;
andl if' indeed the love of Christ dacs constrain us,
it will bc as aur meat and drink ta lczaw andl do huis
will.

Tite %vill of Christ whîich as lis disciples we are
boutid ta reveronce and obey, must be ascertaincdl
by continued and patient investigation o? tIsat
book tvherein it is revealeal. "Scarch thse acrip..
turcs, for in thens ye tlîink ye lave thse vcorda oÇ
eternal life, andl they are they which testify of
nme :"1--and just in thc degree that we devoutly
comply with itis injunction we sahal be able ta
giveto evcry man a rasanfor thse hope that is in us
wvith zieekness anal fear.

The ordinance ofllsptismenjained in Matthew's
gospel, xxviii. 19--lnGo ye therefore, ana teach
ail nations, b.iptizing tiien in !ho name of the
Father, andlo? thesan, and of theloly Ghost," oc-
cupies a conspicutous place in that simple rituat
wlîichi is observcdl in the Christian church ; and
we may nosv be profitably cmpîloyed in considering
-Its origfin-Its perpetuity-Its nature and de-
sigiu-Its subjects-Its mode andl the obligation
rcsulting front it.

1. The origrin cf claristian baptieni. On tie
point noc difference cf opinion lias evcr cxisted in
tic chîristian church, it being deelarcd in a mnan-
ner so clos: andl explicit as castircly to preclude ail
livetsity orsentinsent. Thse passage ajuoteIeboy
cantains the arigin of ilie rite. It was institutel L~y
Christ anda enjoineal on lais aposfles anal their euc-
cassors in the nuinistry, iînimcdiately before his as-
cension inta liaven. Sa far thon, concersaing titis
ordinance the viewvs wlicl have prevaheal in cvery
îsge have beon tie saine.

z. %vas it designed as a .porpetual or-
dinance ta bc observeal by thec btrcli iharougha-
out ail agfes ? On tiais point aIso 1 arn mot
aw&er tlaat any conuiderable divcrsity cf sentiment
liasat any tume existeil aînongthose vlao have bc-
iieved that aIl rseripture is given by inspiration cf
Goal. WVith thse exception of ths Quakers, every
seet or cliristiaus have regarioul baptismn as noces-
cary ta tic christian profession, ania cf permanent
obligation. Tiais singsilar Eect have presumned ta
expunge tiais rite fronu claristian ubscrvanes chicf-
Iy for the following rcasons; -tliat the chuistian re-
ligioni bcing whlly spilràtual thacre is 110 uccd ta
admit jte it any inerely <.xernal farins or niaterial
cîubleuiîtt.,la ti Lai,îtut uf ti.. spit bcing tas-


