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TORONTO, APRIL, 1855.

Passing Visita ta the Rice Lake, Humber River, Grenadier's
Pond, and the Island.

(Specintcn* ryh/.duc befùrc the' Utuadicm Inta, Dce. 1 71h, 1 K~4.)

W'e devotedl one fie xniortiiîîg to a li:tstv v'isit to ffice
Lahe to fisli: we spent about thrcc lînur, there, anîd on our
return wve directed our attention to collctiîîg tlîings iniieroseo.

A gentleman, %vhio accomupaniedtilus, liatI long rcsided at tlic
Lakce, anti describeti a pecuiliar jclly-Iokiig substane whielh
lie hiad seen on a sîîbînerged steandti nîdeltook to row lis to
the very spot; lie did so, and iîîtroduce'd Ils to a înataîîîficeîît
Polypidonii of' lunnatella !It îîîua.snrcs cight inuches by five

juchles, ant i etessariiv contai ns întally thlisaîîds of I>olypts.
The Pluintella is a Bryo7.oon, or ('lurîeuacPolype, that

is to say its tetce,, or amis, arc eovered witlî vibratile cilia.
Not. beilig providcd Nvith a mîicrtt'vope, wc Vtnild flot illake au
cxalitinatioui on file spot, buit lîadl to convey thle speciîucun
haome ta T.1oronto ; and licre, even, ciretnnstances prcventcd us

w.orking at it ilîîtl l îarly too late, as the aliis died, and
iahaost ilnumediately decoinposed. Fi oui vllat Nve dia sel,
howcver, thuvrc is soine re:tsoiî to eoîîltlce that tlîis speeles
differs fruoiu the Ei'Xropc.uî animal, îut inerely iu the f'orni of
the celis, but iu the artiniai itsell, wuhicli i,~ certaiîîly larger, and
appears to I)oqse-s a îuîuch greater nuihr oi tentacles.

1>1olypiiî, %v wer strucl, %itlhthe of a rauceo

saine~~~~ titew ncssr it luded that wu weî'c iazîîîg ilpon

the ova of' the Polype, iii varions stagercs tt' tlev'eioi)cie1It, as
shewn at , anîd tc, lu the saîîe fiLnre. 'J'le cenîtrali mass is
entirely, antil denselly *Iark, whulc tle ilarrow, soutewhit traits-
paent iiii,* of' cm at a, is reniarliably cellular, being conipased

enicyo'hexagonal cells, of lundi regîîiarity in tlit-i forin
and size (d). ihese celis are again seen iîî b, atf where, alsa,

we seo dcveloped six haaks-thirc at cither end; nt c, the
hooks appear to ]lave attained their inatxiinîumi devciopeient.
In exaiing tic specimens by direct liqht, (as opaque abjects),

Voï..:IT , No. 9, April, 1855.

tlit' ,I are seen to bt, coîit im,)l-, tover the entire slurhee.
Theii prcescý;ee of* rels oll'crs no objeetittî to the au1ilînalitv of'
tllese bodicý, vIi'the h,. renjijîtl One so for ibly of' lh

0lu of C' sAntella -atcedo, (a ficebli m ater polype) lis fignurcd
by the late Sir J. ( t. >aItyelI, B3art. , I ,opi- reli s Valley,
t bat it licf lit tic âoubt lt e %QrC the' îïidîîbitzie ovit of'
the 1>hîmlatell:, of'i rccty svr)n thc miature h(ffdies
appe-trcd, their suritee l'iing iiure or less covcred iwith

cop1s As ef] sttrIt a S iC~I at y. y. iu r-thIs vi:is lit

C

ttlcC conclulsive of' their rtPgCtt/1t char.teter, and tlîey wilees
saril rcsolve tlienîlselves iutt>a new spcCies of' Xaiithidiîum. -,ni
enilarged c&rpusele of starcli is shcewil at r.

As comipared with ail other Iznoivn species of' Xantltidia,
these are reînarkable l'or the possessin of' a niembrane, of'
iticonceivable tratisparency aud delie.icy b*odthe honU, and,
it is just potssile duit otlier specieq, il' secut iu a sufficicntly

11reslt state, wttuld aso lîresent a iincnilrant' of» like tculuity ;
Olo.ehî ue caititit biJt regaird tlwse szpeqelmens as thlrowing

iiiiieh liglt ou thr truc structure ant i afliiities of' sitel bodies
in gencr:tI, wlho"e( h iAt ry lia., been hi therto i nvolvcd i n mluclu

obscurity.

lIn visitiîîg the Hlumber B3ay a new arder of beauties
awatited us, lu the forin af very minute (îiciroscopical> aigre.
A reprcsents onc oi these singularly beautiful plants, which


