nursery stock, On thn other hand,
uarsery stock brought from the States
to the south, where the ¢limate 1s more
like onur ovwn, has proved quite valunble
here. The present law prohibiting the
Importation of stock from the States,
however, has shut out our people from
this valuable source of supply. 1t Is
greatly to be dosired that every factl.
ity should be given for the carrying
on of expcriments of the nature re.
ferred to. Qur people need wmore fruit
thaa they have heen able to secure
in the past, and it is quite certain
that It the right kind of stock can
be sceured, a large measure of success
will result irom the cfforts to grow
fruits I Manitoba. It is greatly in
the Interest of the country at large
that thesy experiments should be on,
couraged. The lack of sufficient fruit
iv now ohe of the drawbacks of the
country. ‘The prohibitory law was in.
tonded to prevent the introduction of
the Saw Jpse seale.  The nurseries in
the states just south of the voundary
are probably as free from this disease
ax are the nurseries of Ontario.

Thase being the views of ‘I'he Com.
mereial, as expressed on previous oe-
casions, it i8 with ploasure that we
note that at the meeting of the nor.
t.eultural ‘roeloty, held in Winnipeg
jast weck,a resolution was unanimous-
ly carricq urging the government to
aamit nursery stock to Manitoba from
the adjacent states. It is to be hoped
the goverument will take actiox on this
matter in time to allow of the mporta-
tion of stock from tho states to the
sonth of ug in timg for planting this
spring.

PAILURE STATISTICS.

The Dradsireets Company have is.
sucd o compilation of figures relating
we fuslure statistics, in wiieh [ajlures
are considered under almost every nos-
sible beading.,  While the little booklev
only covers a few pages, it represents
an immense amount of labor iu collect.
wy and tabwlating the figures. Failures
i the United States and Canada are
classified as to cause, such a8 incom.
prience, negleel of business, frand, ete
From one table it is interestiug to
leaarn that in Canada there were 1,306
farlures lust year, out of atotal of 91,-
S54 busmess concerns, which was a re.
markably good record comparced with
previcus years, as in 1896 thoere were
2,204 failures, out of 82,978 business
coneerns,  Of tho total of 10,948 fail.
ures in the United States and Canada
last year, 7,629 had less than $5,000
Labilivies, and 10,234 had less than
25,0006 capitul, showing that the vast
proportion of fallures are small af-
iurs  In Canada 74.1 per cent of the
falluies were ascribed 0 lack of cap-
stal, the next largest number belng
attrhuted to incompetence, or 9.4 per
cent., which is less under this heading
thats we would suppose, though possibly
seme of the fatlures atiributed to lack
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of capital wero due to some extont to
incompetence aa well.

Opening for Investment,
To the Edftor o The Commercial.

Dear Sir:—~1 notlce by a Winuipeg
poaper of u reccnt date, that the de-
mand for confectlonery has  been
wueh greater than usual and you at-
tribute 1t to the prosperlty of our
people. Tils 18 e doubt true in ve-
gard to the Dominton as a whole, but
doee 1oL quite gpply to Manitoba and
the Northwesb  Territories. The
grcater porticn o our people are
great lovers of good iruit, but unfor-
tunately the fruit of 1899 crop brought
inte Winnipeg, particularly apples,
1ave been of o very inlerior quality
(this I8 no  faule of  the importers).
hie Seavon was yery dry sn Ontarlo
so that the apples did not develop
properly and ‘the result is the fruit
was very poov. Lo the absence of the
Yest of fruit tihie people fell back to
confectionery, thie dewand for which
I:as been steadily increasing for many
years until It has now assumed very
farge proporiions. The demand for
factory biscults Is quite as great as
that for confectionery.

Qur locai manufuacturers eannot pro-
duce anything like the quantity re-
quired west of the great Jakes, and
In consequence of that fact we find
no less than thirteen firms from east-
ert: Canada, thres firms from England
and sowne from the United States do-
me busine:g in clus part of Canada
0 thut an encsu.ous amonint of money
is sent out of Manitoba and the North-
west Territorus cach year to sup-
port an indusiry bhat can be earried
on in our midcst with very great ad-
vantage, Loilt 1w the eity and coun-
try Ibelieve the valucof the biscuit
e coulectlontyy usced in this coun-
wry excceds a willion of  Jdollars an-
nually. Asoflice good factory would
be 8 great acquisition ¢ the city,
and woud glve cuiployment to acon-
siderable pumkbesr of people. The time
i now ripe for sonic good enterpris-
jng Tusines: man or men to move in
thic matter belore other places in the
province or Tceiritovies cut  off  the
opportunity.

CONFECTIONERY TRAVELLER.

Sceds and Garden Tools.

Most kinds of garden and field seeds
aru te cost more money this spring.
Tha crojr of sced beaus i sald to have
boen a failure along with the general
shirinkage in bean erops and as L ¢on-
scquence these rgell higher now.  ‘The
retail price for spring orders is Lo Le
$5.50 per dbushel as against 32,75 o
yeur ago.  Peas will cost this spring
34.00 por bushe), as against 52,75 a
yoar ago. Timothy sced is higher to
tho extent of about 10 per cent, mak.
ing the price $3.00 per bushel for hest
and purcst, with lower grades in pro-
portion. Brome grass is one of the
kinds of sced which has become chieaper
as it is now produced here.  Last year
1t sold at 20¢ per pound this year, the
price- i 15c.  Buyers cam prepare to
pay morce for dnions.  Up till Jast year
those were plentiful and cheap, but
crop gdamage and increased Jdemaud
has aifected the price for this years
supply and they are now higher. Set
onlous aro worth from 10 to 20¢, and
potato onious 20¢ per pound. IFodder
corn will sell about, the same as last
year, namely, $1.50 per bushel. Gar-
det: teols and untensils have advanced
In price for thc same reasons thad
agricultural Implements are higher.
Sced drills and cultivators are five to
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ten. per cent duarer than a year ago,
and there has been a general advance
of aleut tho snme amount ' all kinds
of garden iwnolg and utenstls,

Al
The Horse Situation.

A prominent southern horse denler ind
brocder In speaking recently of the
horse markets of the west, sald:

“1t surely needs no argument at Lhis
day to persuide our farmers Lo ralse
moro good draft horses, The minrket
Ear materially advauced and is still
advuncing under a steady, active de.
mand for export and home use. ‘The
supply of horscs In the United States
Is fully 3,000,000 sliort of what it was
#ix years ago.  These simple  facty
speak for themselves, and when o these
conditions is addad the great lucrease
in population ¢ large and growling
oxport trade «ad the unmistakable re.
turn of presperity to the country at
Inrge, no mtelligent ma:n can  doubs
that draft and coach horses will stih
lncrease In value and continue high for

ny yaars o come. The Chicago
warhet furnishes an excellent gaide o
broeders, as they can there see  for
thanselves any duy what class of
Lorses brings the most money.  Next
to the high-stepping coach or earringe
horse (frequently the get of lackney
sires) the heavy draft horse, possessing
200t bong and sulstance, invarinbly
rells the highest. DBays and browns,
with heavy, flat bone, and & reasonable
Lanount oi silky hair on legs, are pre.
ferred by the majority of {oreign buy.
crs, hat all colors except light grays,
are gooa sellers, if the animal is only
sound and right, Now iy the tim» to
get a good stallion into your district
and commenee breedmmg.  The eatile.
men negleeted breeding for o good
many years, and with what result?
A shortage m the supply and steers
selling at $S6 o hundred and upwiard
to-day. The  horsemen  mvariably
ebandoned breeding from 1893 1w 1897
and the 1ncvitable shortage 35 al.
ready sending prices up also. A very
few years fromm now horses  will Ue
kigher in price relatively than eattle
are to-dgay. icmember this.”

A Western Sced House.

Western Camindit atounds in examples
of industrics whiclk have grown from
very small bestaings to proporitons
which ciable them to compare favor-
ahbly with stmilar lndustries inalmoss
anv otilcr pars of America.  Most of
the weil-to-do people inn its eities amd
towas ana on its farms had very ittle
to stare with when they came here
and likewise its leading jobbing and
retati - Lusiness  councerns had  very
small begimings indeed. This bas huen
exempliffed miore than ounce in these
colunmy lately in  descriptions which
have teen giver of  representative
busitiess concerns of Winnipeg., This
week our subject Is the leading seed
house of the west, that of J. M. DPer-
Rins, sitnated on dMarket street op-
posite the City hall. The sced from
which this business has grown was
an investment of five dollars in a
&tosk of flower and garden  scods
away bick in 1885, That was all the
mones Mr. Perkins had aud lhie pre-
ferred niot to use his credit to cularge
the stock, With five dolars worth
he opened In a little place on  the
south ¢nd of Main strect and com-
meneed to do business.  lis venture
wag a guccess, and has continued to
grow and expand, Besides
seeds, Mr. Perkins has heen handiing
flonr and feed ever sinece he had any
noney to fuvest in them and has built
up a good trade in that Mne. "his,



