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The editor of THRCRITIOls responaible for the views expressedin Editorlal Notesand
Artlcles, and for such only ; but the editur is not to be understood as endorsing the renti.
ments expreescd in the articles contributed to this journal. Onr readersare capable of
approving or disapproving of any part of an article or contents of the paper; and after
exercising duo care as to whatis toappear in our columnuns, we shallleave the rest to their
{atelligent judgment,

EDITORIAL NOTES.

An intrepid bslloonist, Capazzs, Las invented and tested a new para-
chute for his air-ball. On a recont trip he ripped open his bal'oon at an
altitude of 4300 feet, and gradually desconded to carth at the rate of 4%
foet per second. The parachbute is precieely similar to thoso which have
already been in use, the only differezce being that it is opened above the
balloon before the time of the accension. It is thought that Capazza hes
succesded at last in doing away with one of the greatest dangors of balloon-
ing, for with the new parachute the sickening fail through space which has
t00 often been reported might easily be prevented.

One of the great difficulties which road-makers have to contend with is
the precept of that famous road-maker, Macadam, that “all mpd should be
brushed from the road-surface befors applying stone.” An invontor bhas
recently come to the front witha machine which promises’ to remove sll
dried mud and dust. In appearance it is rather simi'ar io the street-
roller, but its power is dirccted to raising the wind by means of a gigantic
pair of bellows, whose breath wiil effectua'ly drive before them- every
particle of loose earth into a great hod which stands ready to receive all
waste material.

The action of the Russian cruiser Zabiaka in the recent seisure of threo
British sealing vessols sailing in the North Pacific beyond Russian jutis-
diction, is severely criticised on all sides. The Rosie Olsen, the Willis
McGowan, and the Ariel, the captured vessels, were engaged in a peiceful
and legitimate business—thcir officers had offered no insult to the Russian
Governmeni—and the vessels were beyond doubt in neutral water, yet they
were suddenly borne down upon by the cruiser, the vessels were forcibly
taken, the crews removed to the Zabiaka and finally landed at Petropav-
loask, where, without food, clothing or money, they were ordered to shift
for themselves. A day or two later an American vessel was seized and its
crew treated in the ssme inhuman manner. The action of the Russian

-Government in permitting the oulrage has not es yet been explained.
The whole trouble may have arisen because DeLovron, the cruiser’s caplsin,
who may be either an officious or a corrupt man, ok an undue advantage
of his position. In that case an apology from the Russian Goverament,
coupled with the cashiering of the high-handed captain and an indemnisy
to the ill-used sailors, will probably bo satisfactory. While, on the other
hand, if the insult has been promptod snd allowed by the authorities at
8t, Petemsburg, a serious international question will have to be fought
out,

The greatest dam of modern days has just been eompleted in India.
The dam is built acrose the valley of the Tania, about 70 miloes north of
Bombay, and makes a vast storage tank for the water service of tho distint
city. The measurements ot this triumph of masonry are: Length 2 mi cs,
groatest depth 118 feet, and thickness 100 feot at tho bottom, narruwing ¢,
16 feet at the top. The entire contents of the dam, the cul-stone, rubble
stone and cement, gives the onormous totsl of 32,000,000 cubic fo-t. The
pipes are laid from the dam to the city ahove tho ground, as there is no fear
of stoppage by freczing. The whole work of excavating and constructing
has cccupied 42 months of labor, and the contractors are satisfied that
nothing but an carthquake can crack or injure the structure.

The culture of bees has been receiving much attention of lata both from
our own people and in England., The MHerefordshire Bee-kcepors Associ-
ation has attracted much intercst by inculcating better methods of raising
bees and also of securingthe honey of the busy little insects. A beo van
travols through the Shire at regularinterva’s. At eachstop lectures on bao-
culture aro given, improved hives and varieties of beesare sold, and practi-
cal illustrations of removing tho honey without injury to the workers are
given. Each year an increasing number of hive owners agree to abandun
the wicked and wasteful process of smothering the bees with tho common
smudge of sulphur and brown paper. Our Provincial boe-keepors would
do woll to secure the excellent pamphlets on the subject which are issued
by the Association. .

All students of Scripture will be interested in the happy.discovery
which has been made in the hen-yard of a Catholic Seminary in Jerusalem.
A priest, who is eomewhat of an antiquarian, observed the curious shupe of
a large hollow oval stove, which was doing duty as a water dish to the
ducks and chickens. On examination a partly cffscad iuseription w.s
found in the ancient Hebrow writing. The translation reads thus —*¢ T..rco
Thousand Shekols, King David's weight.” 1here is little doubt that this
is ono of the “ weights of the sanctuary” to wkich the Secrip'ures mfcr.
Its weight is exact-y that of the Hebrew talent or 3000 shekels. It is
known thit the ancient weight was made of stone and was symotrical in
shapo, while the hollow on top is easily accounted for by the efforts of tho
makers to securo the exact woight. The stone, which is now in the Louvre
in Paris, has witnessed many startling changes in the world’s history, and
it serves in our modern times as anothor of the miny striking proofs of
the authonticity of the Scriptural Record.

‘When we consider the complex wants of mortals which Dame Naturo is
capablo of providing for, we dv not show too much astonishment when con-
fronted with somwe curious facts which have lately been collected by arbor-
culturists. The useful cocanut tree is of course well known, the invaluablo
bread-tree provides a most nourishing food, the weeping treo of the Cinary
Islands is a sourcs of comfort to tho natives in times of drouth, as itsleaves
sre constantly wet, while the wine-treo of the Mauritius has & somewhat
similar charm. Sicily boasts an ash whose sap without any process ¢ f ritiz-
ing will hsrden into sugar; the gum of the wax-tree of the Andes is quito
as valuable as the genuine bees-wax; the butter-treo of Afriea is moro
profitable than any cow, for its prodnct is estimated a% somo 400 1bs.
cach year. In South America a unique milk tree flourishes, the s2p of
which is preferred to the lacteal fluid. China is the home of ths soap trew,
the seeds of which are noted for their cleaning powers. In short, Natude
scems to have been long ahead of man in providiug for his fut:to necds.

Recent reportis of brigandage in Italy and Sicily would seom to indi-
cate that the old-world ruffianism and demands for ransom aro still
tolerated in these countries at loast, The Press of Ita'y in editorial
capacity hotly denounces the French and Engiish newspapers who com-
ment upon the disgraceful state of affuirs, but, nevertholess, tho newa
columns in each 1t:lisn isiue have & mysterious disappearance or au
unmitigated murder, or robbery to report. The wretches who perpetrato
these crimos in Italy are not as yet known, and becauso of the ineffece
liveness of the national militizy and po ice force, very littlo investigation
is being made. In Sicily there is little doubt as to the identity of the
scoundrels, and a certain excuse can bs made for them. Tho Island is
sparsely seitled—the roads are exceeding'y poor, and all manner of
natural caves and dens abound. The owners of the wrotchod lit'le farms
till their zcanty acres, but owing to tho impoverished svil, thoy can
scarcely wring A living from the unwilling ground. Brigandago presonts
itself as a more profitable ocoupstion—the needy gentry of the island
profess themselves willing to ussist the desperadoes—aund the now trado
is taken up. Whatever may be the cause it is high time that tho security
of the travolling public should be guaranteed, ,



