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EDITOIRIAL NOTES.

Au intrepid baloonist, Capezza, bas invented and teated a new Para-
chute for bis air-bail. On a recant trip ho ripped open his bal'oan et an
altitude of 4300 foot, and gradualiy descanded to earth st the rate of 4?<
foot por second. The parachute is precisély similar ta those which have
AInoady boon in use, the ouiy diffèeéce bein,, that it le opened aboyé the
balloan bofrot thé imé of the arcenelon. It is thought that Capazza has
aucco.ded At laLt in doing away 'with anc of the greatest dangers of billon-
ing, for vith the new parachute the sickening fait throug,,h space vhich bas
too ofien beau reorted xnight easily be prpvented.

Oineofa tho great difficulties vhich, roâd-xnakera bave ta contond with la
t'ho precept of that fznoua road-niaker, Macadam, that "il n ud abauld hé
brushod front thé road-surfaco befare applying atone." An inventer hbe
recontly coine to tho front vitli a machine 'which promies' to remove &Il
dtied mud and dust. In appoarance it àa rAther simi'ar 1.0 the etreet-
roller, but ite pover ie dirrcted ta raiaing the wind by meana of a gigautic
pair of bellows, whose breath wi.l offectua'ly drive bofare them: every
pattico cof loase ozrth into a groat hod vhich stands roady ta receive all
vaste matons)l.

The action of thé Russian cruiner ZabiaÀka in tho recent acimure of threo
Biritish aoaling vestale saiiing in thé North Pacifie boyond Iluasian jouei-
diction, ie severely criticiaed on ail aides. Thé Rosie Olaen, tb. WiUid
AlcGowan, aud the Ariel, the capturcd vessels, vers ongaged in a poicoful
and legitimato businesa-their offcers liadt offorod na insult te the Russian
Goveramnt-and the voseba wero boyond doubt in neuttal. water, yet Lhey
were suddonly borne down %ilon by the cruiser, the vessela wore forcibly
talion, tho crevwa removed ta the Zaiaka and fically landed at retropav-
loask, vhere,*vithout food, clotbing or money, they vors crdored to shit
for thêntselves. A day or tva liter au Amonican veasel wu seized and its
crow tr.ated iu tbe aine inhuman mînuer. The action of tb. Russian
-Goverument ini permitting the outrage bas net es jet been explained.
Tho whole trouble may have anisen because DoLovron, the cruiser'& captain,
who may b. ejîher an oflicious or a corrupt mian, kok au undue advantage
of hie position. In that cae au epology from thé Ruasian Goyerameut,
coupied vith the caahiorng af the high.lusuded ciptain and, au indomnitly
to the ill-usod sailons, wili probably hé satiaiactory. '%VhiIe, on thé othor
hand, if the insuit bas been prompted sud allawod by the authoritios at
Bk. Poerbmg, a seniona interntional question viU have ta b. fought

Tlir greate8t, dam af moderndaje hie just beau compieted in Initi.
rite dam ia built acroas thé valley ai thé Tansa, about 70 miles narth of
Bombay, and miakes a vast Btoragé tank for thé water service of thé distint
:ity. The measureménta af thia tritimph ai mssonry are: Longth 2i mi s,
;roatet dcpth. 118 feét, and thickneaa 100 feot nt thé bottant,. nnrruwing ti
10 feot et the top. Thé entiré contents af thé dam, thé cut-sgtono, rubbio
miore and cernent, gives thé onormaus total of 82.000.000 cubie fe-t. he
pipes are laid tramn thé dam ta the city aboyé thé ground, as there is nu fetir
)f stoppage by frczing. Thé vholo vork of excavating and constructinub
bus cceapied 42 months cf labor, snd the contractons are satisiod that
nothirig but au carthquako cau crack or injure thé structure.

Thé culture of bées has beén. réceivîng much attention of late bath front
our own people and ini England. The Ilerefordahire flcé.kcpors A-,soc*-
ation bus attracted much intereat by incu!cating betten méthods cf raihing
bees and aiea of aecuribg thé bauey of thé buay littie insecte. A hea v.au
travels thraugh the Sbire at reguler interva's. At eaoh $top lectures on bza-
culture ara given, improvéd hives andi varieties of bée are sold, and practi-
cal illustrations of rcmnaving thé bonéy withaut iujury ta the %va-kers arn
giveu. Each yean an inecaiug number of hivé owncra agre te abandun
thé wicked and vasteful procese of amothéring thé boes wvitl the coruion
smudge ai suiphur sud brown papér. Our Proinciaul boe-lcecpers would
do vatt ta secure thé excellent pamphlets ou thé aubject whielh ara issecd
hy thé Association.

Ail studénts af Scripturé wiii hé interesed in thé happy. diùcoveiy
vlich bas heén maide iu thé heu-yard of a Cathioic Seminary in Jeru?.alem .
A priait, who lse oméwhat of an antiquanian, observed the cariaus sbuaIe cùf
alarge hobbyw aval atone, which vas duiug duty as a water dish o Ili.,

ducks sud chickéus. On éxamnation a partiy efficd iuscriptiou v.-s
found ic thé aucient Hebrew wniting. Thé translation reads thius -.. " T.. ré.>
ThouBand Shekels, King David'e véight.*' 'l hiere ie bittle doutit thit titis
is one of thé Il weights ai thé sanctuary " ta wLich thé Scrip'ures '..
Lts wcight jseéxacty that ai thé Helbrew talent or 3000 shekels. It je
known tb iL thé anciént 'weight vas mnade af atone and m'as syzmotric.tl in
shape, vhiie thé hollow an top la eaaily accounted fer by thé effortî of tho
makere ta secura thé exact weighit. Thé atone, vhieh le now in tho Litivro
in Paris, bas witneeeed many startling changés ini thé world's histary, ntl
it serve in aur modern timés as another ai thé miny strilking proofs Uf
the authénticity cf thé Scriptural R.ecord.

Whcn we conaidér thé coniplex vinta af mortala vhich Dame Nature le
capable ai providing for, vo du not show too much aatonishmént whcn con-
fnanted. with *amé curious facts vbich bave lately been ciectedl by arbor-
culturista. Thé useful cocanut tree le ai course voit kuova, thé invaluablo
bread-tree provides a mnost nouriabing foad, the veeping tree of the C2uwcrv
Islande le a source ai carniont ta thé natives lu times ai drouth, as itu Ica% es
are conat.antiy vêt, vbiie thé winé-tree ai thé VLauritius bas a souievlàýt
elmilar charm. Sicily bousat an sah whoee sep vithout any procs ci r% fle-
ing viii hirdon iuta augar; thé gum of the vax-tnee of thé Audes is quito
as vaiuable as the genuiné béés-wax; thé buttér-trée ai Afica le naore
profitable than auy cov, for its praduct la eetimated at soa 401) Ibi.
cach year. In South, America a unique miik tree flaurishes, thé ezp of
which la proferred. ta the lacteal luid. China is the homeor tho soip treo,
the seodâ of vbich are noted for thoir clining pavera. In short, -Natu*o
ateme to bave been long abead of man ini providing for bis future nucd,,.

Recent reports ai brigandage lu Italy and Siciiy vould sEem ta idi-
cite that the old-world. zuffhanism aud demande for rausomn are stili
tolomated lu thea. couittries at lesat. The Pros of Ita'y ini editarili
capecity botiy denounices the French and Engiish nevspapers who cocu-
ment upan the diagraceful atate of affaira, but, neventhoes, thé Ue%ýs
columana lu each Itilia is3ue have a nijetetiaus disappearauce or au
unmitigstod. murdor, on robbery to report. The wrotchca %Yho porpetrato
these crime' in Italy are not es yet kuovu, and becausé oi thé ineffcc.
tiveoee ai the national militiry aud pc ice force, very littio iuvcstigaitidù
la béing made.. Iu Sicily uhene ae little doubt as te the idontity of tha
scaundrels, sud a certain excuae can hé made for thém. Thé Island le
apanaeby settlod-the roade are exc.edingly poor, and ail maner of
natural cavos and doua abound. Theocwnera ai the vrctchod lit-le farmes
titi thoir *»canty acres, but oviug ta thé impavonishod sait, théy can
scare'y vring a living from the unwilling grouud. Brilgandage préesl
itself as a more profitable occupition-thé needy gentry ai thé islanci
profesa thomnslves viibing ta aeelat Lh. desperadoea-aucl thé uoiw trado
je Laken vp. Whatever snay h. thé cause it -ia high Lime that. the socurity
of Lh. travoling publie should, be guaraute.d.


