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PARLIAMENTARY REVIEW,

Dominton.—Col. O'Brien brought forward on the 26th his resolution
for disnllowing tho Quebec Jesuits' Estate Bill. It was worded with digpity
and moderation, and rightly dwolt on the value to tho national existence of
tho Dominion of the prorogative of disallowance. The principle, howover,
of noun-interference with Provincial Legislation so commended itself to the
Houso that, after a two days’ debate, Col. (’'Brien’s resolution was nega-
tived by 188 to 13. The question, therofore, of courso, was in no way a
party one, and the large majority undoubtedly adopted a decision of common
senso.

It goes without saying that two or three of the opposition leaders
should say some dirty things about “ backing down,” which is however
always to bo oxpected when a Govornmont does a conspicuously
right thing, as in tho case of the modus vivendi. In answer to the
onquiry of the Hon. A. G. Jones, Sir Jobhn Macdonald stated that
the modus vivendi would be continued as had been reported in the
newspapers. The Government had in this matter desired to be in accord
with that of Newfoundland, which was favorable to that policy. We
entirely approve of this decision. Things worked well and smoothly voder
tho modus iast year, and its continuance will tond to obviate any irritation,
which is a great desideratum,

Tho Senato threw out Mr. Kirkpatrick’sbill for reciprocity in wrocking
by © majority of cight.

There was a sharp debate in the Senate on ¥riday on the management
of the Intercolonial, and several senators went for the officials in a lively
way.

At a wmeoting of the public sccounts committes, Mr. Mulock made
an altempt to investigate tho militia clothing scandal. Mr, Clarko Wallaco,
a Tory momber, created a sensation by saying that if the opinion of tho
militia forcu of the country was taken in regard to the present miuistor of
militia, the decision would be unanimous against him. Witnesses testified
that the clothing furnished to tho militia was of an inferior quality.

On Monday, Mr. Eisenhauer started a debate on the sawdust question,
accusing the Government of favoritism in administering the law, which was
of courso repudiated by Mr. Tupper. No decision was arrived at, Mr. Tup-
por admitting that it was as yet altogethor a moot question. Mr. Eisenhauer's
suggestion of a commission to investigate the matter was objected to on
account of the encrmous oxpense attendaut on visiting all the rivers in the
various provinces, yet is diflicult to seo how the voxed question is to be
settled without some such investigation.

Sir John A. Macdonald then announced, in feeling terms, the death of
Hon, Jobn H. Pope, Minister of Railways, and the Ilouse adjourned
on that account.

A discussion on Tuesday on the vote for Immigration elicited the usual
amount of cavil at some of tho agoncies, but also the fact that much pro
gress has been accomplished in counteracting the systomatijzed offorts of
Amorican Agonts, backed up us they are by unlimited expenditure. Much
has, it is claimed, beon done to turn the stream of immigration to Dakota
towards our own N. W,

A voto of $40,000 for dredging in the Mantime Provinces was reached
among the river and harbor items, and Mr. Tupper consented to reduce the
ostimate for the Montreal and Quebec harbar and river polico to the amount
received from the tax lovied on shipping for that sorvice.

Provivciav.—The Provincial Assembly. liko the Dominion Parliment.
has had its long debate. The Franchise Bill has been a god-end tw the
Provincial members, whose poters of talking whols culnmns aheut nothing
command our wonder and admiration. We cannot, however, congratulate
tho Houses on the result. The whole question has heen approached 1n a
niggling spirit, and our legislators seam 10 plumo themselves on the min-
uteness of the steps by which they persuado themselves to * slowly (very
slowly) broaden down from precedent to precedent ™ towards manhood sut
frage, to which probably some of thew owr a grudge frum its having been
in existence when Confederation was carried. As the franchize now stands,
with all the solf comnplacency of the House with what 1t has done, 12 would
socm that a considerable number of miners and fishermen will be debarrad
from it.

We are glad to sce that owncrs of city property are to be made to keep
their cellar hatchways, ete., level with the sidewalka. 11 is to bo hoped
the legis.aution will ho promptly enfurced.  The state of 1.01ls street in this
Tespect is disgraceful.

On Monday the Franchise Bill camo uj for ‘ts final reading, no doubt
to the intense gratification of verbose wembers  “"ho snhject is worn thh ad-
bare, and the pumber of amendments proposed and divisions insistea on
scems fo have been an entirely useless wasto of time.  Among otbers put
and lost was one for the enfranchisement of widows, and spiusters vver 21
years of age  Perbaps pext year the Houars will take another nibblo at it
and coacedo o another dozen or two of Nava Scotians the rights of citizen-
ship in their native Province.

On Tuesday there was somo discussion of the proposed stringont now
Sunday Bill. Wo unhesitativgly condemnn paternal legislation in almost all
its phases, and when it is promoted in the suppesed service of rehgon wo
havo always observed that it is at the prompling of pharisaism  “The finger
of tho priest or the minister is scarcely ever discerned 1n secular legisiation
without perceptible effects of injustico and inefficiency.  Wo reci nmend to
our legislators tho perusal of Macaulay's Isay on ¢ Gladstone va Chuich
and State” The Provincial Guvernmment, however, has always displayed
commexndable firmness and hberality on qucstions of this natute, and we
have a good deal >f confidenco in the spint and cominon sense of Mr.
Fielding in such matters.

The Government also deserves credit for thoe introduction of a bill for the

establishwent of a systom of insurance for mining operatives. The proposed
schewo, which, howovor, is not compulsory, is that the compsuies shall con-
tribute one-fourth, and tho operatives tho balance. The Government pro-
poses to moot its portion of tho obligation by sotting apart three-tenths of a
cont por ton of the present coal royalty, and ws are favorably impressed
with tho senso of justico, apparent in tho allusion in the proamble, to the
clnim of the miners to beneficont legislation on aecount of tho large sum
derived by the Provinco from the royaltics on minerals.
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MINING.

Tho agitation in favoer of the estiblishmont of av Official Assay Office has
avidontly hd tho desired offuc:, nnd thore now secms htile ¢ unt bur that
hoth the Duminivn and Licil Governments will grant the sums vece-siry to
cirry the project into operation,

Wao trust that in firting ap the new Assay Oftice, provision may be mado
far actual working tests of quartz.  To do this it would ba necessary to put
up say a five stamp m!l iz ~omo suitablo locality where srrangemonts could
bo made to secure the necessary steam power. If this should hoe dono gold
mioers all over tho province could send zuch quantities of quariz as would
give a fair average of the yield of leads,snd in a fow diys hav tho actusl
value accnrately determined by tho only sure test, a working one. Thoid
would then be no gropinz in the dark as at present, snd geld miniug coald
be pursued with a certainty of results that would tend to its groaur stabiity.

Ry a.ll meaunsg lot thero be a working stawp mwill in conneclion with the
Official Assay Office.

_ CamiBou.—Mr. Henry Aichibald has sold out his interest ia a property in
this disuict to his partners,

Mr. Wadsworth, manager of the Lake Lode Company, has taken over tho

Csfirey mill and mino and uoder his careful supervision good returns may bo
expected fiom both properties.

Lare Catcna —Wo aro informed that the Oxford Gold Mining Com-
pauy have joined with John Avderson in draining Lake Catcha, and hsve
now about completed operations that will lower tho water sowo cight f~+i.
If practical mon aro not very much at fault, somw: very rich leads will be
opened up in tho now accossiblo bed of tho lake,

Tho Graves mino at the head of East Chezzo.cook Harbor is reportid
shut down.

Wo gladly note that the pross throughout the Province is unsnimous in
expressing tho highest opinion of Mr. R. G. Lackie, the late manager of tho
Cumberland Coal and Rsilway Co. It is rumorri that Mr. Leckie is to havo
the management of the Acadia Mines. As amuaager Mr. Leckio has carned

nnu?viablo rocord, and any company securing his aervices is to bo congratu-
Jatea,
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