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89 there expecting to be taught, not for the
Purpose of personal investigation, and to
lenrn from the greet facilities placed at their

isposal  Few have either the aptitude or
applicition necessary for theoretical study.
wor does it appear to be necessary for the
majarity to take more than a practical
¢ourge, Those who develop particular apti
tude, and those only, should be retained for
lurther instruction during the winter.

It is alao necessary that ti:e ofiicers of the
station should be relieved of the routine in-
8lruction and allot some time for theoretic-

ul an tical investignti Lherwi o ! . .
Lanid practieal investigation, otuerwise n {edly commend it as a tonic to the weak, and
ia stimalant to the depresged.

Progress will be made,

The torpedo school differs from  moast
scientific and ‘practieal institaiions in that
there sre no texs books, and few points de -
terinined by experiment. Thu whole sub
Juctis yet in an indefinite state, and som -
Lody of facts must be acenmulated, in order
to have a subject to teach. The torpedo
boats Intrepid and Alarm have been com-
pleted, but owing to ithe advanced season,
fewer experiments have been muade with
either Lo determine their capabilities.

_The experiments rccent'y made abroad
show that little reliance  is Lo be placed on
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russian and English Mancuvres.

———

As a cure for the melancholy Englishmen
are apt to feel about any movement from
which the gilt of novelty has worn off, and
as « fair comparison upon points really admit
of beingz stated in parallel columns, we
know of no article of recent date which is
more interesting,or which has given us more
real pleasure than the one Captain Henry
Knollys. R. A., has contributed to Black-
wood's Magazine. 1t has not attracted half
the attention it deseryes, and we unreserv-

It is written
to check our excessive spirit of self-depre*
cintion, which amounts, at times, to positiye
self lagellation, after. the manner of fana*
uecs. He begins by quoting some words of
General Blumenthal, uttered in 1871, as to
our tactical errors in the course of our au-
tun maoncuvres rot being by any means
““in excess of those which habitully occur”
in Germany. Captain Knollys more than
shows the truth ol this statement. In fact,
when summing up, towards the end, he de*
clares himself 18 tollows :—¢ Do we, in the
course of our exercises, from time to time,
comit tactical errors? So do they, and toa
much greater extent. I e¢an honesty assert
—and [ believe. ] shall not be contradicted
by the other officers who Were present—
that, in this respect, we have fullen into the
habit of undérrating the standard of excel’
lence whereunto wo have attained. The
errors and absurdities which accurred on
the occasions referred to were so frequent
and so grave that, had they been committed
during our own autumn mancsuvres, they
would bave been followed by an instant and
publicoutburst of condemnation.’”” Distance,
in this ns in"other cases, lends enchantment
to the view. We have detsiléd . accounis of
the mistakes made by our own soldiers, and
we dwell upon them,with all the persistenge
of morbid thought, Yo, hens it Prussis,
and wo fancy they never occur. The scen-
ery at hand is broken; in "the distance it is
bold and striking. ' .

Nov is this mere surmise, Captain Knollys
writes from experience, Ile was present at
the recetit munceuvres in the. vicinity of
Berlin and Hanover, and he writes out his
notes fairly and equitably. They ought to

ITon. . M. Robeson, Secretavy of the /]\'ru-y,

Sir: We have the houor to sabmt here-
with our veport of the examination of the
graduating class of students attached to this
rlation, which we have witnessed in accord
ance with the ordera of the department.

- "The following are the subjects of examina-

tion, viz : electricity ; explosive ; fuze mak.

ing, .
.-%he mansagement and use of all kinds of
torpedoes under different circumstances,
and experiments made with various €kplo
Sives,

It is very satisfactory to the board to be
able to say that these examinatious, both
in the manner in which they were conduct.
ed and in the proficiency of the students,
afford the strongest nssurances of the com-
petency and fidelity of the instructors, as
well of the zeal and capacity of Lhe students.
The boardis persuaded that the ohjects pur-
sued at thisstation,the course of instruction
and discipline; and their special and generas
results, promise to be of vital importance to
the future usefulness .nd efficiency of the
naval service. Wa have the honor to be etc.
" Q. H. Davis, Reat-Admiral and President ;
A. C. Rhmnd, Cxptain; Rich’'d W, Meade,

- Commander; W. A. Kirkland, Commander;
Chester Hatfield, Commander.

be read by every officer in Iler Majesty's
Sarvice, and if some civilians, who are Prus-
sian mad, whould study them carefully be
fore making their next onslaught upon our
silly manceuvres anll inferior soluiers, it
would do thew good all around. Captain
Kuollys thinks the Prussian infantry very
good, and “little inferior to our best Eng-
lish regiments.”’ ‘The cavalry weve but in-
differently mounted, whilst the artillery had
+ sorry specimens’’ i the way of horses,and

their *ill fitting, ill cared-for, and slenderly
constructed harness and accessories were
huddied on in a siovenly manner.” He
adds that were the very slackest of our bat:
teries to venture to preset themselves in
public, turned out in the style of crack
Prussian batteries, their cendition would be
pronounced eminently discreditable.” This

criticism is backed by the remarks of a Prus*
sian officer as to the English artillery, which
he says is ¢ most excellent,” as we honestly
believe it to be. When we enlarge the com'
parizon, and come to the Miliiia and the
Volunteers, the paralle! cannot be maintain®
ed in our favor, and there is no advantage
in mantaining the contrary. Coming to
| the maumuvres themselves,it is noticed that
there were precisely the same errors visible
we manifest in this country; '‘the same
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contests for outlying villages, and the same
rash for the possession of important tactical
points ; the same periods of weary waiting,
when everything seems to hang fire, and
the same-~or rather somewhat worse-~in- -
evitable blunders and absurdities.” - Capt.
Knollys' was present when General von
Pape, the umpire in chief, summed up his
griticismss on the two days’ fighting -near
Berlin and the summary is'not & little re-
markable, It was noticed that the cavalry
patrols were to' strong, that their informa-
Lion was insufficient, and that cavalry come
manders-wers too prone “ to fight independ-
ent actions’ ; that the. artillery fired at im-
possible ranges, failed to select good posi- -
tions, and, on one oceasion, came inte ac:
tion near a wood filled with skirmishers;
and]that the advance guard of the army was
pushed on tdo far, whilst - the intervals be*
tween battalions and brigadcs had been too
yreat. The fire of antagonists was generally
‘held to be:indestruotive, and' so on. The
writer-of tHe article makes a special point of
the fact that a bivouao ground is selected.
for the troops, just as it is with us, for the
convenience of Coutrol. Leaving these
things to chanca i3 to raise difficulties whioh
as.the Pruwsians hive found them “insur-
mountable,’ can hardly be overcome by
ourselves ' In the Hanover mancouvres he
had no critigues to listen to; and makes his
own observations, but the facts do not dif«
fer. The outpost duty was of * very ele
mentary nature’’ ; skirmishers blazed away
into each others’- fnoes, and their method of
aftack was at times, * confused and imper
fect,” The artillery came into action at im*
practioable ranges, and lost many, oppor
tunities by roison of pushing too farthe

.principle of a concentrated overpowering

fire. There batteries were *‘ unguarded by
any escort Wwhatever,” In fact, Captain
Knollys asserts that English avtillerists have
not * much to learn from thair Gesman

‘*“1%ere afe other points in tnc article de-

serving of comment, but our object is only
to generally indieate that in our mancmuvres
we are by no means much, if at all. behind
our supposed Prusssian models. They plan
their campaigns beforehand, commit the
same blunders, and have to bear the same

reproofs. Indeed, if blunders were not com*

mitted in practice there would be no real
instruction in the art of war, As General
Blumenthal traly says, the: objeot of such
exercises is ““to prevent the errois from
getting too much ahead.” Suoch mistakes-
often ocouf in war —they occurred in the
in ‘the Franco German ocampaign often
enough—and the value of preparatory train-
ing is to reduce them, as far‘as possible, to
a minimum, i

—y "

Wo have supposed, says the London Army
and Navy Gazeite, that the oldest artillery
officer living was Captain Kobert A. Rello,
now on half pay, who joined the army,
August 17, 1803, and has been captain since
December 29, 1810. In column 172 of the
“ Army List" for Novembor will be found
‘ tho name of Captain C. . S8axton, who has,
"it seems, hold his present rank since Nov:
. ember 10, 1796. The ** Army List”’ makes
. Captain Saxton out to be-a veteran indeed,
The Comte de - Chabot, father of the Comte
de Jarnac, Ambassador of France at the
Court of St, Jamen's is, we believe, the old-
est holder of a Royal Commission in the
British service nowalive, for Captain Saxton

must be impossible.




