LOSR OF A TWELVE-TON GUN,

2lzntal ~atiquaries will probably some
day ve wado happy through u recent acel-
dent 1in Bombny filarbour. The Fumnda
short time ago took out six brand new 12-
ton guns for the protection of Bombay Iar-
bour. We heard the strango report that
one of them had been lost; we now know
how. The authorities at Bombay (oolishly
refused to sanction an outlay of £120 to
dock the ship, so that the guns might be
safely put on shore. ‘Fhe captain h=d to do
the best he could under the circumstances
Suitable tackle was obtained, and a boat
capable, it was said, of taking two guns camo
alongside the Fumna. When the firat can
non, well secured, was lowered into the
boat it almost sank her. To save the boat-
men‘ the order was given to rchoist. The
boat happily pulled oft a little, for the
slings intended for fowering proved insuffi-
cient for raising the mass of metal, and gave
way. There were one tremendous splash,
and the last was seen of the 12-ton gun.
Divers could find no other trace of it than
a*sort of dimple in the mud where it had
dissppeared. ‘They probed deep as a doc-
tor would for a bullet, but with no success,
and, considering the nature of the harbour
bottom, some 25 feet of mud in parls, it is
tolerably certaln that this s.-t treasure will
rest in its present bed for maay centuries.
The authories were so impresse1 by the les
son of this slip, that they determmed to
take more cate of the remining five guns,
and ordered the Fumna to be docked for the
purpose of landing them. It mnust bo con-
fessed that tho process of preserving speci-
mens of our guns after this fashion 1s rather
costly, as well as dangerous; £4000 is tho
estimated outlay. The captuin of the Fumna
will have but one opinion about the danger,
for hewas standing on the gun orly haifa
mimlx!e before it broke away.—The 2 nie-
ward-

Tue Lavsen o Her Masesty's Smip
“ Hyprs."—Her Majesty’s ship Jydra, the
armour-clad  turret ship  constructed by
Messrs. 3 Elder and Company, was launch-
ed from their works at Govan, Glasgow. on
‘Thursday She is 225 feet long and 35 feet
bioad, and 2107 tons burden, and is intend
ed for coast dcfence, having a shallow
draught of water. wiih n freecboard of only S
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ArtinratioN 1x EQUirMENT of Nixg Porsoen
Fierp  Barrerigs.—Tho rearrangement of
the plan proposed by the Major General Siv
Eardley-Wilmott's commattee, for tho equip
ment of the 9-pounder field batteries, is said
to be ns follows, viz. :=—Upon the carriige
itself, in lien of the 4 case shot and cartrid-
gos for the same wo shall have & ciwe¢ shot
and cartridges—3 in axletreo box. Upon
the gun limber, in lieu of 12 Shrapne), 4
common shell, and 2 case shot in cach box,
wo shall havo 12 Shrapnel and 6 common
shell.  The narrow chest between the two
limber Loxes will contain s proportion of
time fuzes and friction tubes in cylinders.
in addition to the percussion fuzes and fric
tion tubes in cylinders which it carried be-
fore. The ammunition waggon limber 1will
be similar in its arrangements to tho gun
limber, so far as regards the numbers and
description of ammunition carried. A great
change will, however, be made in the wagon
body equipment. ‘The fourth box has been
restored, und the distribution of rounds w*
be as follows:—10 Shrapnel and S8 common
shell in each of the fiont Loxes, 11
Shrapnel and 7 common shell in each
of the rear ones. The entire resuit
will therefore be, faking both gun
carnage and ammunition wagon with their
limbers, 0 Shrapnel, 53¢ common shell, and
6 case shot, in all 130 rounds, in lieu of Si
Shrapnel, 34 common shell, and 12 case shot,
inall 150 rounds, ng proposed by General
Wilmot's committe, showing a gamn in the
quantily of ammunition carried to the ex-
tent of 20 rounds, Additional space has
been found for other cylinders, containing
time fuzes, beneath the projectles. the false
bottoms of the limber boxes having been re-
moved for this purpose. The packing of
the different kinds of shot, by means of tow
stuffed in between and around them, will
also be abolished, and blocks on the box
lids with a hole in the centreto fixthe end
of the projectle, similar to those at present

in use in the setvice, will be restored for the
purpoze of steadying them.—Broad Arror.

Thercis a ship now sailing from ilolland
built in 1578, when the Prince -~ Urange was
fighting Phillip 11 of Spain, then at the
zenith of his power. She was sailing to the

; Indies when tho Hollanders organized them-
selves intothe * Beggarsof tho Sea, and as |

feet G inches. The sides are protected by 7. | Lrivatecrsmen earned a reputation which as.

inclh srmour above and 6 inch below the

number, constructed of ¢vu thichnesses of
halfirch piates, and protected by armour
plates 10 inches thick. Esch turret carries
18 ton guus, firing projectiles weighing 300
pounds_and containing €2 pounds of powder.
These turrels can bo turped not only by
steam-engines, but also by hand, in the
event of tho former breaking down or being
damaged. The MHydra will be propelled by
twin screws, worked by engines of 250
nominal horse-power.

Rirrep Guns ror TnE CoLoviEs.—A large
number of 6S-pounder smooth-bore guuns are
being convertedinto nifle $0-pounders at tho
Royal Gun Factones, Royal Arsenal, Wool-
wich, The old (S-pounders weigh 95-cwt.
cach, and have a calibre of $:12; they are
being fittrd with a wrought-iron tube, rifled
in threo grooves, with a twist in 40, and
their calibre will be 6 3. A numberof theso
guns vhen finished will bo icrwarded to New
South Wales for the use of that colony,
which will reimburie the English Govern-
ment the cost of the gansand the expenses
of their conyersion and shipment.

tonished the world. This

whale ship Hosseun, (another of Stephen
Girard's ships, buiit at Philadelphia in 1801)
was then undergoing repairs at New Bedford.

underneath are reported to be as sound as
they were the day they were first put toge-
ther.

Rewanive Strexcta or e Brimisu ase
GerMaY FLEETS.—Tho Moscowr Gazelle says
that the abundant resources of Germany
would enable her tocreate withina short
timea fleet with which tho English flect
alone could cope, and that this fleet. joined
to tho fortifications of Kiel, would reduce tho
Russian fleet in the Baltic to complete inac-
tion. To prevent this the Gazetfe advocates
the neutralisation of Denmarkand the re
union with that country of Northern Sles

wick, with Duppel and Alsen, acconling to
Article Sof the Treaty of Prague.

uteh ship 1s eall- )
water line, fitted upon tesk varying from 10  ed the ** Commissarics des Komng Ton der |
to 12inches thick. Tho turrets aro two in | Heine.” Sho passed the Czpo of Good )
Tops in Oclober 1864, from Baiwavia to Hol- §
land, then two hundred and ninety-four
yearsold- A few numbers back in tho Bos- §
ton Daily Adcertiser is a2 nouco that the |

a0
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1 Tag Facirte Rurw v .~ No more cheering
nows cver rewhed Canwla tha the ane
nouncement tlrat the stuvey of the Pacific
Raihway hadbieen o petfect succes. There
had ahways bean o Logenng appreliensions
that the passizis of the Rocky Mountains
woulld pnesent mwmmountable diticultiey,
but we lean with  unalloyed satisfaction
that by the route surveyed through Bitish
Columbia, the gradients are lighter, the pas
ses lower and the distance shorter than
etthat the Central m Northern Pacific Rail-
ways. We lave fuither information of al.
most equal maportance, We me told that
mineral deposits of the iichiest character
have been traced throughout largo areas of
British Columbia, and that valleys ofabound.
ing fertilaty invited the adnuration of the
surveying parties. We must await the
meeting of the Commons for tho official re.
port of geologists and surveyors, but enough
13 known to remove all doubts as to the
feasibiity of constructing a Canadian Pacific
Ratlway .— Daily Newes,

AN Arsteaniay Hoxey Hoann.—A tree was
felled the other day at Sandy Creek, Wagga
Wagga, for the purpose of procuring honey
which it was known had Leen collected
there by a ratherlarge swarm of bees. When
the tree was cut dowp, there was found mn
the hollow one of the most astonishing co:
lections of honey ¢ver known, probably to
have been gathered by one »warm of bees.
There were several immense layers of comb
10 feet in length, and of great density, ex
tending along the insideot’ the trunk, sud
almost clothing the hollow of the tree en-
firely. After it had been carried home,
(having been wasted considerably by the
fall of the tree, and the primitive wmode
on which it was collected), the comb yielded
over 3u0lbs of honey of the purest quality.—
Melbourne drqus-

Tue Dariex Suir CavaL.—Some particulars
of Commander Sclfridge’s exploration of
the Isthmus of Panama have been commu-
nicated to the public, although the report
has not yet beew published. The route re-
commended s aleng the course of the River
Atrato, aud thence to Cugpica Bay, on the
Pacific Ocean. The workh is calculated to
const over wie Lundred mitlion dollam, the

lobstacles to rapid  engineesing  progress

being formidiable. Onc of these dificulties
is the constructivn of a tunuel, fuur miles
in length, scvanty fuet wide, aud one hun-
dred and seventy Ligh, The account doea
not tell us of the nature of thie sl Buvugh
which this excavation is 10 Lbe made. Lhe
canal will requiic tnenty tao locks, moe
rising from the dantc cuast to the lugliest
Point, .l thitewn deswnding thenceto the
Lacific.

LAURORY -Tlis Fronel a¢ Ry gaper was

Her plankingis being removed, the ErStUme Iganaed o 1566, and has Just reccived new
‘.{or seventy years. Tho live oak timbers

'stn-xxgth by the adition of three gentlemen te
its cditorial stafl, namely; Rev. T, LAFLEUR,
pastor of Frence Baptist Chiureh; Rev. D. Cous-
sirat of France, Iate mastor i Phlladelphia, and
now professor inthe P'resbyterian College: and
=ev C. A Daullet of Geaerva, Swllzerland, pas.
Ytor of French I'resbyterian chareh, all of Mon.
ltzenl. Being the «n's Freach Protesiant journal
'In America and publishea on striclly catholie
principles it ought 10 seach every Yrolcstan
French Canadian, Freachman, Swiss or Helglan,

on thix Continent; overy house of odzeation
where Freuch is taught should aisorecetve it It
conining Litg mtase, «lavug, Y'uciry, and Poitiicns
‘tand General News. aswell as articles on Selenee
 Agriculiure, Temperatice, &C.
orms SLEPUanited Siates, $4,00) per annum
| payable inadvance.
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