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The service of praise in public worship is one veil
wvorthy of tile earncst consideration of Presbytcry. It
lias a rnost important bc.rii- on flic future of tile
Churcli. We arc sio% on it t c ve of changes. Tlîe
présent discussions in Prcsbyteries, guiding the decîsion,
of tie Geiîeral Absenibly will deterînine largcly the char-
acter oi tile bîook sooni to bc issued. Therefore file
question deserves our best attention.

fliere are soile prînciples whlichl, if adoptcd, ait thle
outset wiIl make fie course of Presbytery clearer.

i. Thei book of praîse should be adapted for Uic use
of Ulic euîtire congrégation, both ab to %vords and music.
H>'nîis should be clothied in sucli simple laîîguage flhat
flie senîtimîenît cagi bc clcarly understood by the avcrage
wvorslîapper. The spirit of devotion should pervade it.
it miay contain lofty thoughits, cxaltcd conlceptions of
Liod, expressive of adoration, tliatnkftilncss or pétition,
yet flic laîîguagc be simple.

2. Our Hymnai should contaisi the best of the hytrins
of the past, but at tile saine time there shiîoîld bc an

-effort to supply sucli hl>mns ab %%ill express tie devotioîîdl
spirit of our o;wîî time. There is no doubt the îvork of
fie Clîurcli in coîncectioîî with spécial services aidcd by
wvlat seems to, bc a tciîdecy of oîr age, have formced a
taste for %varner expressions of dévotion, and more
exubcraîîce of thaîîkfulness anîd joy ; more pressing in-
v'itations to the unsavzd aîîd tender plcading for their
salvation, than arc to bo fouiîd in the stately classified
lîymns of our collectionî. It xviiI be observed that about
iiety per cent. of the hynîns sent dowvn for considérationi

are of the stately class, and those united to Uic vcry
large number of flic present book wvill giv'e ain ov'er-
wheimingr prépondérance to this high class of hymns
*rhis is perhaps as itshould be. The idealhlymns should
give font to the book. In time their éducative influence
wlvI raise the popular conception of praise. Neverthe-
less the Churci will be wvisc if sne incorporates a very
considérable number of the best of thesc so-called evan-
gelistic hymns. It %vill probably deter pastors occas-
sionally ut Sabbath evenig meetings, and in spécial
services, from abandoning our Hymnai and using San-
key's 730 sacrcd songis and solos. Besides there are a
great niany devoted servants of Jesus whocenjoy singing
these hynins. Tlîeir tastes and feelings slîould find ex-
pression in tile new hynmn-bock, as wcll as tlie tastes of
others. Thc Général Assembiy's Committce only recom-
mcnds one additionhI Iîyrn of tlîis class, No. 1 13, in the
list of proposed newv laymns. Quite a number will oi*
course bc transierred frorn tilt childrens' 1-h'mna.l Io tho
Churcli Hymnal, but wve think thcrc siloil l have beezi
more effort to mieet the reasonable desire for lîymns of
this class. There ina> bo dilliculties in the way with
copyrights, etc., but titese cati probably be avercome. 1
wvould recoînmend that Nos. i15i 198 of Uic Hymnal,
and Nos. 91, 13i, igS and 210 from tlic chiidrens'
Hymnai bc retained, and hyrnns such as thc foiiowing
from «ISacred Songs and Solos, 750 picces," be added.

No. 123. The Lilit of tlie World is Jésus.
i 6S. Now Just a %Vord for Jésus.
236- Onlv t. Step.
297. Wh'lV NOt.
4i8. Softly and Tcnderly Jesus is Caliing.
481. JcsLs rny Saviour. . Seeking for Me.
491. Firnîly Stand.
573. Only a Bcami of Suuîshinc.

And also flic foilowitîg from - Songs of Calt'arv."
No. S. 1 Gaîve niy lcart to Jésus.

14. Ye Dyîng Corne.
28. %VaS it for Me.
99. Corne Awav to Jesuis now.

11i4- Seek Me Eariy.
The character of tiie.e %viil indicate whlat as suggested.

The îîanizs et thés* lîrn us arc giv'en not to intinlate
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that tlîey have ail exceptiozial sîiperiority over otiiers,
but as snmples of a class of hymns devotionai and popu-
kir. It wvotild take mucît more imc titan I have been
bale to give to expert investigation of many books to
SUggcst a complete list. 1 think, howvever, a tuiler col-
lectioni of titis class of lîymîîs is ncccssarv to make the
Hymîîal complet and satisfatctory to the*Church.

3~. 'fle tunîes anîd harmonies should bc such that the
avrge choir cati learni thie parts %v'ith fair patcs
lîcarmionies slîould he as simple as is consistent wvitlî

ain elevatcd standard of melodious solemnit or joyful
praise. Iit rnany of the tuiles the iîarwîoiy ks ileedlesily
complaeatud as in Melitat, NO. 43. This rcnîark is truc
of mail> otiler hynmns. The comfort of.-, choir is often
completely desîroyed becauso the), (ail Io render correct-
ly some of the difficuit iîîtervals. Therc is aîîotlîer
danîger. If tlîe choir finds the hariony a littie too liard
tlîey iay try to adapt tlîe simpler tuines of the Aîîîericai
Siîîgaîg Sclîool books to our liynins, anîd thus produce
confusioni aîîd introduce tunes unsuitable iii othcr res-
pects. Old tuiles wlîîch have wvon for tlieniselves a
place in the affections of the Chturch should îlot bc arbi-
trarily aitered. Bettcr icave tlîer out altogetlîer tlîai
do ts. If retaiîîed tlîey should bc ieft wvîth the simple
Iîarîuoîîy that has made then. popular. No reviser of
harmony slhould ho permitted to nîutîlate -Peterbor-
ough " as is donc in Doxologu 4m. Evan, Jackson and
other oid tunes are flot improved1 by révision wvhi1e those
wvho iovet. theni as thcy wvere Sung for génerations arc
offendcd at the chanîges. I have lîcard a cihoir attempt
to Tender Excelsiors, " àNearer, miy God, to Thee," No.
174, as it is written in the Hyînnal. But the people lîad
the usuffi popular air in their minds and proceeded to
saîîg it in their own wvay. The resuit wvas a sort of tug.
of-war hetwceeî choir and pe.ople in vhich neitlier party
came out v'ictorious. The same is truc of *1 Ev'eî me,"
NO. 140. It is better to take a new tune aitogeUler
tlîan inake seriaus alterations to, a popular air.

4. We now corne to consider the Psalter. The book
of psalms has a place iii Preshyterian wvorshio that it
lias perhaps ti no other. Not oniy in the abodes of
v/orship in many lands in peatceful days such as these,
but in carlier times on the hilîside and in mountain glen,
w~heai pickets liad to, be stationcd to guard the perse-
cuted congregations from sudden incursions of soldiers,
tiese solemn stanzas ini weird nmelodies w'ere poured
forth, tlie trihute of praise of godly men and wvomen to
their creator, and thc aspiration of many heurts ascend-
îîîg tipards for restful peace and dauntless courage in
perilous times. The psalnus are hallowed to us not only
by associations of joy but of the afflictions of centuries.
They should tlîerefore have a reverent place iii the wvor-
sliip of every Presbytcrian conigrégation.

Tlîe question before us is not tle use or disuse of the
psalms but wvlether the use of selectionq shînîl be permit-
ted to 1.hose wvhe do not Nvish the wvhole psaitet. Il
would bc tyranny to say to congregations you wvil1 bc
permi*ýed to use only portions of tie psaims. Let con-
gregations have freediorn to use tlîe tvhole plastcr and in
tle vecrsion so n'.uch in use. Tiîcre should ho no change
in this matter at présent. Thero are, howvover, nîany
congregations tlîat do not use the wvhoie psaltcr and
wvhich would hc botter satisfied with selections from the
psains wvith tunes set to tlîem as in the hymns and
icluded in the Hynunal. There seenus littie douht this
îs the formn our book of praise will ultimately take, anîd
tlîat wc arc îîo%% ii a transition state. It wvould ho very
.urbitrary to say 10 congrégations desiring to have their
book of praiso in this formi thait they coul d not have if.
The Gcéncral Assombly"s Committee have recommcndcd
flint tlîe Hvninal iîîclude sélections of psalmsand in other
v'ersions if préférable in order to meet the wvishes of
those anxious to hîave the book in luis form, and if it
should prove tlîat aiy great number preferrcd the Hymnal
iii this wvay it would be tyranîîical to refuse their rcquest.

It may ho urgod that the tcndeîîcy in tint wvill be the
disuse of the psalter in its complété form. That miglit
bc, >'ct it would flot bc politic or riglit to interfère wvitlî
the liberty of congrcgations to tise the psalms hy sciée-
lions as proposcd. It is questîoîîabic if the use of the


