
RETURN 0F REV. W. F. CLARKE. 1

The expectation tliat you would sustain the protest and appeal mado by nie in

,ny printed 41circular,"l was entertained even by Mlr. Mlaufie and hie adherent@.
Before the second cause on whose existence you now look sio complacently wnu

cornnenccd, Mir. 'M. assured those who, desired te, rally round him, that in the
ovent of his leading thein in a crusade of proscription, they must count on the
withè3rawal, at lenat for a tizne, of the Society's approval nand support, and hdie
could not go forward unless they Nyere prepared to pI edge hi, an adequate incomie.
They pledged themselves aecordingly. What a pleasing surprise your a-ction is
to him and his friende, we, toi wlcm. you have turned the cold shoulder, canjudge,
fremn the unexpcctedness and bitterness of our own disnppointment.

1 told you when I transmitted to you a copy of the "Icircular"l that two things
w%-ere absolu tely indispensable te the salvation of this mission: a place of worship,
and your unequivocal. support on the prineiple at issue. The former, by dint 0o'
great exertien, hias been supplied; the latter yoit hare tvilield. Your action lias
virtuall.y disfranchised my congregation. It lias foed upon thein self-support
or dispersion as their only honorable alternative. In this vicw of the case they
are perfectly unanimous, and on it they bave aeted. Manifestly there is no scope
and ne neeessity for twvo Congregational causes here, and your preferenee lias been
indicated toc, plainly te admit of doulit. Thus you have struck a death-blow at
a structilinc and ivertby enterprise with elcn.ents of riglit prîneiple and moral
stamina in 1t, while you have given fresh strength te a movement radically un-
seuind, already prematurely old and deurcpid, forced by the pressure of weaknesis
and inflrmity te scnd its niinister tei beg for aid and comfort froin the pro-slavies
of' Val«frnia, and sure to, fNI by its own dead weight, had you flot se agsiduously
and unexpeetedly hastened te prop it up. But the invigeratien you have im-
parted, can lie only tempcrary. You may galvai ' a a cerpse, but cannot quiecen
it. When the short career of the IlCongregatienat Churcli Siouth" as an 'Aneri-
can here lias well designated it, is ended,-whclin yeu awake toi the startling fact
that your mission te British Columbia is a disgraeeful failure,-and when ail
the world beheolde the nlbortion and knows its histery, you '*111 regret biaving
thrown away sei grand an opportuaity of standing for trutli and rightceusness.

As for me, the sinews of hope and cffort are eut. There is no spirit left in
me. Ail ground of glorying on yeur behaif is gene. I have nothing more that
1 an say te these whe Ilglnry in appearance, and net in lieart." The publiclhock
up on me, net witbeut god reasen, ns a repudiated and di8honored man. The
Maefie party are in cestasies. Prejudice is triumpliant, rearing itsclf with pro-
voking impudence on evcry hand, ivhile Iltruth arad liberty lie bleed ing."1

For-me te lie driven eut cf Victoria by tliese 'who, sent me hither, is indecd a
bitter trial. But it is one 1 cannot evade. I have plainly ne cheice but te leave
Itis field; and to seek another in thiese colonies, ivere te disheonor the principle
for whieh 1 have eontended, and give place te a spirit of unebristian rivalship,
which wouhd net seruple te hunt me frein tlie Straits cf Fuca te the Roeky. Mou a-
tains. Besides, hew can I hoiterably or eontentedly remain in the service ef a
Comrnittee, cif whose principles 1 arn net the truc esponent, and on whose moerai
support and sympatby 1 cannot count in the heur cf necd ? Ail my convictions
and feelings, aIl my antecedents cf sympathy and effort for the oppressed, forbid
my acting .as the representative cf these who, are capable cf rcmaining dumb
wherc the interests cf freedomn and humanity are at stake, or who speak only te
shield injustice and strengthen prejudice.

I de therefere herewith tender you my resignation, tei take effleet on my re-
establishment, in a field cf labor on the other side cf this continent, and the pay-
ment by you cf the expenses ineurred in my removal.

Shave ne idea this matter ivili rest ia its present posture. The press will
ventilate it. Subseribers tei the Society, the Congregational churehes and Unions
of Engîand and Canada, will take it up. Frein your unjust verdict 1 appeal te,
ycur constituents, te Britishi Congregatienalisai, and te the Christianîty cf the
age. Nothing is settled until it is put on a bsis cf righteousness. Your action
wilI yct lie reconsidcred and reversed. My course, wili sooa-er or Inter, lie vindi-
-cated. I shall rejoice if you arc brought tei sec and correct the errer into which
leu have fallen, and the wrong you have hclped tei infliet. Should you howevcr,
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