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in mature life, to be as @ily as the | revolation of Godin the persvn and worlk | plies of various kinds, nnd wore strongly

test ! lam ashamed of you.' Here)
was the nortiveaster at last. A cold, |
cutung, neuralgic blast.  But at once
1 drew upmy hood, a hood 1 ha\'c'
learned to use at such times -the know- |
ledge that all was ntended solely tor:
my pood—and the north-easter was
tempered to me. [ ventured to say, .
¢ You are mustaken, uncle, I have not
married  without thought. My hus.
band 1s  perfectly honorable, and ol'!
good Tamily ; my father thunks well of”
him : his position n the world 1s un- |
exceprionible ; and’

*C ortamly, certaunly,” anterrupted
he, w.tiv that well-known sarcastical
glance fuil upon me; *adl asat should
be, vo doubt, \We have broken through
no  oont entionalines, we have done g
evensthung most properly, that 1s what
vou would sav.  We have a well tfur-
ms e ouse, and acarniage at com-
mand s we are received mto good
. cocely finds no faolt; and,

o
ih o ., Loe prudence of good morals
ougnt not. But take thus to hean,

young lacy, vour old uncle says you!
have committe ! a great mustake. Doy
you bnow wihat your husband 15?2
Do rou huow taat bis last wile's|
blood stuns tae foor of this well-

citrpeted avuse 7 Do vou know th.n‘
in that very closet,” and he pointed to !
the only one i the room, * tie  history !
and mystery o that poor woman's end |
lies 7 Years ago you have talked to]
me of your childish games of Blue-
beard ; | tedl you, now, yvou are dwell-
ing i Blusbeard's house and that is
his closet.”

My unde’s eyes shot fire, the vemns
in s forehead swelled, as they al-
wavs do when he s excited, but 1 knew
his temperament, and though struck
at hus aliusion to what had been in my
thoughts that morning, and inchned
to be a hittle alarmed, 1 took off a ub.
eral discount from the meaning of ns
words, and the remander was not so
formdable.

He st:il continued pointing to the in-
nocent-looking cdoset, that 1 well knew
contained nothung but a few bottles of
wine and spirits, and a pint or two of
whiskev, my husband's favorite drink.
I asked, * What do you mean, uncle?
I cannot understand you. Mr. Grantis
no Bluebeard, and no murder has ever
been committed in this house.  And,
as for that closet, I have the key of it
myvselt, and know every corner of 1t

* So much the worse, so much the
worse. Wil you be for ever a child ?
If you have the key, as you say, open
it, and show me if 1t dees not contain
what I say." 1 obeyed him.

(To be continued. }
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INTERNATIONAL S.S. LESSON.
Sunday, July 3

Israclin Egyvpt, Ex. i. 1-14

Gorpex Trxt.—And they wmade their
lives bitter wilh hard bondage ia mortar,
aund in briek. and in »ll manner of hard
sorvice in the fielld @ all the service where-
in they weule them to serve, was with
rigoar.v. 1%,

Comuui vs, 1214,

INTRODCCTION AND CONNECTION.

The corbection between our last Old
Testamen®, lesson and this is close.—-the
interview between Joseph and his breth.
ron. reconicd in latter part of the lust
chupter of Genesis, being the concluding
lesson of timt weres, We now enter upon
the prop r natural history of the Israel
ites—:a history of absorbing mterest, since
it is the b oricad untolding of God's great
plan o, solvation, through which, as the
centrad thonght, we m-y everywhero find
the Lord Jesus Christ promnently con.
spicuous.  The Oud Tostament is us truly
a revel tion of Ghirist as the new; and
unless we study it to find Him, westudy
it g0 very little purposc.  Nothimgis intro-
Guced ivto t] is wonderful history bat what
bears upon, or is needful to tho develop-

ment o1 the great central purpose—-the

of Christ.
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(V8. 1=000 Nowe thee are the names of
the Mbdren of Iirieel, which came nto
Feypt wath Jacob 1t will bo seen by curo-
ful attontion to the record contained in
Gon  xivi., that Jaoob himself i3 incladed
in tho number seventy of v. 5. We are
there told v, 26) that Jacob's descendunts
who camo with lnm were sixty six.  ‘To
this nenber mas be added Jacob himseld,
Joseph and his two sons, to make thoe sev-
onty as here statod.

Dr Hales gives the list thus: —Jacob's
chibidlren — 11 sous and 1 daugater—12;
Reubeu's sons, 4; Stmeon's sons, 6: Liovie's
sons, 31 Jadahi s 3 sons and 2 grandsons,
O Issichars sons, 4 Zobanlon's «aus, 35
Gad s sons, 75 Ashur's 4 sons, | dauvhter,
and 2prundsons, 71 Da's son, 15 Nuph-
tali s sonsg 1L Benpumu's sons, 10, Tot |,
6o, o thas he adds Jacob lnmself, Jos.
eph, and Los two <ons, mahang tae totd
number of fsraclitos, exclusive of thewr

whes, who settled 1n Egypt, 70, ag stated

here To ths number he andds the wives
oi wrosoas thoseof two being dead. and
Josephis, with himselt, o kBuavpr . oand
thus maiies the 75 of

CDro AL Clarhe on Gen, alvi,

WG tnd Joseph ared. Joseph lived to
see the tlurd gencration of his descond-
unts, (Gen, 1282260 He survived the
unungration of s fanuly into  kgypt
abruy seventy years,

And all has brethren--adl his own, bro-
thers anmd @l that generation—probably all
who had been contemporary with lnmself.
Lieve seems to have been the lust to die.
see ch. vi 16,2

T Lhe iddren of Isracl,--or Israchtes,
94 reltgons dosiguation : and, as it is the
listory of thus peoplo 1n 1ts religious bour-
ings that 14 now entered upoun, the proper
ethnic name, Hebrews, occurs only very

vcecisionally throughiout the Bible.  ll'ere
fruitful, ncreased  abundantly . ... th

land —1. ¢., of Goshon, there were nany
others seattered throughout Euypt—zeas
pilled otk them. ‘Th2 land of Egypt was
pecuharly fuvourable to the increane of
populations ; and to this was added the
special Llessing of God in the fulfihnent
of H promises to the patriarchs (Gen.
XV. 5 3 xxvi. 4 3 xxviil. 14). Tho time
covered by this vorse was probably ubout
one hundred years.

(8.9 Now there arose a new king over
Fogypt who knew not Joseph. 'The naume
of tins kg has been the subject of much
researcly, but has never been satisfactonly
ascertiuned. It secns at lenst probable
that n new dynasty had superseded tho
the old, and that the ongagements under
which previous kings had felt themselves
houd to the Isravhies were, by these lnt
ter oues, disregarded and set uside.  Pro-
bably the religion und occupution—thut of
shepherds—of the Israclites, had much to
o1 causing this hostility.

(0 Mightior than we.  As rogards rug-
bers, this, doubtless, was an extruvagant
stutemont  But by their wealtls, energy,
and force of character, the Isractites bud
already become formuduble. Wo are told
thut Lirge numbers of them were ut this
timedispersed throughout Egypt ;and that,
us trudesioen, artizans, &c., they wielded
a very important influence. Hence, the
dre:d and apprehension of the new mou-
arch.

(10, 11} Come, let us deal wisely (deeti -
fully, in a hard, oppressive manuer) wnth
them; lest . ... when there falleth out
any war, they join also with our enemies,
and fight against us, and so get them up out
of the land.

This was not for tho purpose of destroy-
ing at onco their lives ; but of reducing
thew toa position of hopelew bondage,
to bie perpetuully their shives and drudges.
Therefore they did set over them taskmasters
S &, Tueiruim by such cruelty was,

Sirst, to aggrandizo themselves by means
of this enforced servitude; aud, secondly,
to broak tho spirit of tho lsraclites, nud
thus by wenkening aud harassing them,
prevent their growth in numbers, power,
aud influonce.

Tls policy was botl unwiseand wicked ;
and was sure in tho end to recoil upon the
Egyptiuns themselves, God’spurpose was
todehver His people ; nud thas, thongh un-
iutentivually, this wicked king was both
bringing about aud hastening the accom-
plishwent of that purpose. God m-kes
the wrath of muu to praise Him, and the
remuinder of wrath Herestruing, And they
buiit, §c. &2c. Theso treasure cities, as they
are called, wore probably built partly for
tho storuge of provisions and military sup-

Acts vl 1L See

fortitied for defensive putposes in case of
waur, ‘The work of the taraelites was done
uhder taskimasters who, by harshness and
cruelty, hittlo by httle, reduced them to
tho most abject slavery., This is n fuiut
picture of the condrjon in which won nre
utder sin, and led captives by Satun at Ins
will- =the devil's drudues, subjects of o
crusl and rolentless tvrat whoso only
objeet is to uccomphsh s purposes
througeh them, and then reward the'n with
atter destruction.
beside those cittes the sraclitesbmil toe
pyrumids,

Josephus expressly  aflirms this, (see
Auntiquities, Book 2. e, sees 1), This
wiy beo true of the smaller py canads,
though 1t dogsy not seem so clear i respect
to the Loy ones

U2 8o Ller tite mmer s they atllicted them,
the more they mu tipucd and grewe. AL
teady  the wiekeduess of the  Fay ptusns
was bennuang to deteat iiself. Gad gave
the lapento s favonr in proportion as they
were appresscl.

AAnd v, the Voavpoamsy weve oneied
tvesed cangey, fald of appr. heosion) be auese
of the Julidren or . Unidbo to pre-
vert thae grosth er to crush therr spant,
the Eoyplaus were the suoro incensad ;

Pand set themselves to ithiet a harder and

more severo service upou them,  CPhew
made the cheidren of hirace 0 serie with
e et -=that 1, with oppressive eruelyy.
Wy cdnd they made thern frie bitter
sorth hard bonda retnmortar, and in bre b, (in
the making of mortaraond brick . and i ale
manner of sercice o the field, that s, as
burden-bearars, and wiso. as Josepius
states, in digaang pew coannels for the
rver, erecting walls and riunparts to pro-
tect ngainst its undue overflow, coustruet-
ing fortitications, und, po~sibiy, in huilding
pyrumids. M ther servee L. wab
with rigoar. or. under the Lish of unrelent.
ing tasknnst ors. Sach wes the hife of
God's people in f.gypt. Stnlar s the bond.
uge, hard and unrelenting, under whach

cvery soulis held i sin nuder Sdan. All
Ads service i with ngonr.  There i no
peace, sarth my God, to the wiked.  The

wages of sin s death
SUGGESTED THOUGHTS,

Israel, as u whole, typihes the cinreh
strugsling up and out ot the Lgypt of sia
mto spiritual deliverance.

Pharaoh, the oppressive king, typifies
Satan, tic enemy «f God wd mun: and
uppetites, passions, and lusts of f.Hen
buman npature are the relentless  task.
masters under wlich he keeps the sounlin
bondage until Christ  appears for its
deliverance.

The Fayptinn tuskmasters were oppres-
sive atd cruel, but sin is more oppressive
than they. ‘Their exactions could only
produce phisical denth —that of sin brings
cternal deuth.

QUESTION SUMMARY.*
(dor thel hiidren )

t1-5.) How many sony of Jacob are
mientioned here ? Row many soos had he?
Where was the twelfth?  and what was
his namo { How wany of J weob’s descend-
ants weat with b anto Egvpt (see Gen.
x1.26). How many, tucen, wore there of the
house of Jacob whean they were all settled
in Igypt? (Gen.xivi.27). (6.) Wuo are
bere suid to have died 7 Whut 13 meunt
by all that gencrationd (s-0 now). (7.)
Whetis suid bero ubout the lseawclites? Is-
raelites, or children of Isricl. is u »eligious
name; by what other nawe are they
kuown ! What purt of the lnud of Buypt
was fitled with them ?2 Where they found
any where else in Egypt 1 (8.) Who came
at lonuth to raule over Egypt !

(9,10.) What did he say tothe Egyptiang
abous the Israchites? In whit respect
were they mightier thau the Eiyp iwns?
(see wote). What did he meun by Jes us
deal wwisely ? What was he wfrind of ?
(11.) How did they begin to treat the
Isruclites ! Was that deiing sisely, do
you thiuk ! What cities did tue Israchtes
build? (12.) Did this criaelty haeve the
cffect the king wished? What took pliaco
among the Israchtes? What is weant by
they were grieved ? (130 Did they treat
the Israchiies any better 7 (14.) What did
thoy 1wuko them do? Are all rinners
under s worse tyrant than the leraclites
were in Egvpt 2 Whao is this cruel tyrane?
Who came to siave us from St and sin?
Have you nceepted Hum as your Saviour?
1f not, rewember thut Satan sccks cou-
stantly to ruin your souls, and th.at he wili
surely do it if you do not flee to Jesus. Oh,
flce Lo Jesus to-day for you may wuot be
alive fo-morroiv.

*Parents are urged 1o see that thedr childrea lcarn thase
questicns, xnd 1o help themdo so

[ play with the children.
Some supposy  that glul o see ber, Fam ang,

THE MORNING PRAYER.

I was staying, and had heen for many
weeks, with some triends in the counuy,
The mistress of the house was a me,
pleasant lady, and had three hittde sons.
At the back of the house was a fine large

sgarden in which they used o play.

k

One day a httle gird, a nend of theurs,
came trom the town to see them and o
[hey were vay
I'he hrete
boys were allowed to sty angy 40om
school for the afternoon: <o they took
therr trend into the garden and sommcr-
hotse, and e the evene g they played
the house with their toys, and enjoyed
themselves very much indeed.

But when aight o'ddoch came, which
way the tme toe the ttde pul to go
home, it was ftund 10 be miming vary
fast, and a~ her mother had sawd she
unght <tay all mght ot it were wot, she
did so.

As there was no bed unoccupned, T was
ashed 1o allow her to Sleep with g,
which of course T d.d.

In the morming, during dressing, 1
notwe s 1 hit e Eoaly cad not offer to say
her prayers, though she had to wait 1or
me several nunutes dunng washing,
thought s mught possibily be becanse she
was shy; sowhen 1 had fusshed, 1 ket
down mysuif to thank my  Heavody
Father tor s care dunug the mighe,
and to ask His blesing tor the day which
was before us. Onmy goting up b saw
she had no intention of doing the same,
so I said quietly to her, “Have you said
your prayers, miy dears”

“Nu,” she answered : 1 never  say
them in the morning—1 only say them
at night.”

“How is that, my dear?” said 1. “ho
you not wish to thank your Heavenly
Father that He has taken care of you
during the past night, and brought you
safely to the hight of another day? Do
you not wish God to protect you durnug
the coming day; to ser d you food ‘-1;3
raiment, and 1o preserve you from temp
tations? Do you not yequire His Holy
Spirit to help you to be hicd and aftec
tionatz to your httle frie* ds, and to love
and obey your parent 27

Oh! I am afrmid there are many tle
children, both boys and pirls, who make
a practice of only saying their prayers at
mght |

Certainly at night they kneel before
God 10 ask forgiveness, for Christ’s sake,
for all the sins they may have committed
that day; but how many of those sins
might they have been preserved from,
had they sovght God's help and blessing
in the morming 2 ltis the Holy Spirtt
alone Who can help us 1o do right, and
this we must seek in prayer.

My young friends, say your prayers at
night, but don't forgetto say them in the
morning.

“PLEASE HELP ME

Four-year-old Johnnic was rearing a
castle of buldicg-blocks in the nur-
sery.  His mother sat near with her
sewing, but he was to much cngrossed mn
architecture to notice her.  The finish
was just being put to the chief twower,
when down came the whote witha crash

Johnnie surveyed the tuins with a
flushed, disappointed  face, then. folding
his litde  hands, said, devowtly,  Dear
Lerd, please helpme.”  The nest effort
was unsuccessiul. Scarcely was it fish.
ed when the fabric came tumbiing down,
Hot tears rushed to Johnmies eyes;
but, repressing any word of impatience,
to his mother’s great jov he went down
upon his knces above the scattered frag-
ments of his childish ambit’on and.raising
his eyes, said ecarnestly, * Please, Lord,
help mie so it won't tumble down ;and
don't let me get mad.”  With carcful
fingers he agan began, and this time
com:pleted hes work, Johnnie is* John”
now, striving for college honors, but he
finds help just where and just as he did
then.




