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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
LUSSOt XLV.

Nov. 9, Joh i. 'NflC . loi. {''
Guît.tia&N I"x.-"l The blood of Jzis Christ HA.

Son cleanseîh us frointa&l aln."-i John i. 7.
Homs STtIDIK.

4. John i. 1-2................ The Word made flesh.
L' 2 Pet. i. s2.2t ............ We beheld HA. ¶1037.
W. Joihn xii. 25.41 ......... ... Thie chiîdren ofil ght.
Th. s John i. i-o...........* «Thse perfect Saviaur.
F. Z'.ch. xiii. s-9 .......... .The roumtain opened.
S. Acts iv. 1-............. Nonc other name.
SAlI, l'a. cxxx. 1-7 .............. Plenteous todemption.

19ILlS TO STUDY.
Vthre is no doubt whatever as ta the identification of the

writcr ut thse episte whlch contaîns this tesson. Only ane
j ahî appears as a writer An the New Testament. lit wrote
rte o tspel andI thse three epistles which talce their namea
in(*n hiiti, and hie aso wrote the Blook of Revelatian. It
was thse apostle John, one of the tweive disciples, the brother
ut James andI son ai Zebedee, sometimes calle Il "John the
beioved," andI, in the title of the B3ook ai Revelation, l'John
the divisne."

This tact has been ascertained. flot only (roma the unani.
mous tesinony of Ilthe fathers, " but frani internaI evidence.
Nuoanc visa caretully compares the language, style, andI
tune. ai these writings can avniri moning ta the conclusion
bhat tiscy are aiA the work of anc andI the saine hand.

For example: The Gospel according ta John opens with
In tise beginning was the Word," andI the Fitst Epistle ai

John with '1 That which was trant the beginning. " In the
second verse of the Gospel wc find, "'rite Wordl was with
GotI," andI Ar: the second verse ùf the Epistle, Il Which was
with the Father." The Gospel says (verse 4) "I I liii was
lite," andI 'âe Epistie <verse i) cafls Christ Ilthe WVord of
lÀte." I tAie Gospel we arc tald thiat *1thse lite was the
lighi ofi mca," and the Episie atates that " GoI As light."
In the Gospel John affiins his personal acquaintaisce wltis
Christ in the flesh ln the wards II e beheld His glory "
(verse 14), andI An thie epistle lie mre rs Ia the saine tact An
the words Ilwhicis we have setn witis aur cycs."

There As nothing ta show that thse First Epistle ai Jaohn
was written ta any churcil or ta any nationaiity An particular.
l itmsn ta Le quute as 'lgeneral " as the Episie of James,
although it is fl s0 headed.

The main abject oi the letter l.s ta enlarce tise Christian
grace af love ; but hy way oftintroduction the opening verses,
which formi aur lesson, are occupied with an exhibition ai
the ioundations ai Chisltianity: (r) Ckrrist our 14/e, (j)
Chritour LaçAi, (3) CàdsI our ;Wiiur.

1. CnisT us ui LWL-vers. 1-4.
WVe have litre dtt estimony of John to thse diviriity ai

Christ andI ta His personat appearace an caris, as mian, to
give spiritual lite and eternal happineas ta those who belAeve
in Hlm-to buthtirilite. The testimonyniay bu considered
as ta (t) is subject, (2) its certainty, (3) it.. purL>os.

r. Vie 7krtîptlny tf 1.k-s a t &l iat which
was frorn the beglnning. Tis means Christ, spolcen ai
An vcrse 2 as tisat eternal lice whlcis was wstis theFather,
and in John I. a reterred ta in the words, "In thse begin-
ning was tit Word, andI thse Word vas witis God, and thse
WVord was GotI." Christ is divine, uncreated, bas txisted
froni all eternity, is slAve now, and is thse source -f lite ta
His people, the Il lrince af if i" (Acta iii. z S).

a. T:e Testimoswy e] j"bhn-il: cerlaisty. John As as cer.
tain cf Christ's divinity as lie ia of the tact tisai Christ had
appeared on tansh in humant ftin; and on tiss he insists
with empliatic rcoetition. Not hear.say, flot vague tradition,
nat 'loId wives' tables," but tisat wisich lue have acta
and hourd dtciare we unte you. Tht expression in thse
first verse is still muore eniphatic : tisat . . . visicis we
have seen with aur cyts-a stiong tari ai expressian, still
An comnion use. l'i yards Il itis aur eyes" serve no pur.
pose but that ai eniphasis. Thie neat clause is nlot a nitre
repetitian; i La mare expressive ai activity thsa the forego.
ing clause; whics lue have looked upou ndicates gaitng
irstently for tht purpose of investigation. Tisat wisich..
aur bands hav1e handled : the testimony af Iire senses-
sight, heanng andI tauch--ordinarily considered r>ie suffi.
ciehit ta satisly us as ta tht existence of axsy matenal abet.

John was niat dectîved; neither were tht ather evangei.ists.
Tfueir writings, art tise writings afi men posesng ai leasi
thc tsrdinary sant ai shrewdness andI inte ilgeace. This ail
cnitics admit.

John tidt flot testity ta tht truthi af a faisehood; neither
did tht ather New Testament writts. Ail critics admit thai
thei r writings cauid bc tise, work oni>. of men habit uaily living
in the Aightst ranks ai niorality. 'Tlen, wh> niat accept
theirttestimony? Wh"y disbelieve the evidence ofiJohn vien
lie affiins the divinity, the incarnation, andI the resurrection
oi Christ, and accepi the umen John as a teacher ai moral.
i.> ? Why regrd Christ huiseli as tht brigistest examîsie
ever given ta the warld ai aIl that As besi and highest, andI
n-'hlest, and niait intelligent in bumani>.. andI ai the saine
tii15e tie3t Hini cither as a deliberate liai or a niistalcen fana.
tic when lit asseris His divinit>. and His equlity with the
Father ?

3. 71s lesliouy of >,An-es purpse.-Jcbn declares
Christ as tht lift of bellevers An arder tisai thty may ho en.
cournged te draw aut af HA, fuinesa and lAve by union ta HLm

as the branches lAve by union te the vAne ; ad An order thal
$h yniiglit renlize tîtear lîrivilege as Christ's bretien.

ti ye may have fellowahlp wîth us:- Joln and
others whn were tquaily advanced An the Christian lire real.
ied their fellowsip wlth thse Father and witil Hie Sons
jesus Christ, anti John wished ail Cliristiana ta do sa. Ail
real believers have ttllowship witlî Christ wlîtthcr they
know At -r not-elovahip An hsumiliatAon andI suffering, tel-
lowshijl en work, andI a psrospective teliawship An txaltatint, t

btJhn a anxiaus that el) evera thauld realize thîs at
thii hud lie ever present ta theit mAnds, andatI ua i r

joy inliglit bue fult.
il. CHRISTr OUR LitItT.-vers. 5-7. In ordinnry Looks

as weil as in comnian conversation, light As otten put for
lcnawled el anti darktress tor ignorance. In tht Bbl'e, 11gb!
is vcry irequently, as As thse case in tbis <sassage, put or
spiritual kaowiedgc or discernanent, vills Its accomiAn nyAg
putity or halinessi; ansd îîaknesà a put for Ignorance l. atId,
ai Christ andI 'lis salvitiun, with is accompanying loi, uni>.
tor sAntulnf-,.

Injalin viii. 12 xii. 25, Christ catis Ifimitilf "tht liglit"
asud Ais disciples "tht chidren ai the liglit."

lIn regeneratian, thse sinner As enlAilitened by the Hiy
SpirAt, se as ta perceive liAs awn condition, ise extremcly dan-
gerous position wlîich lie occupies, andI the way ai salvation
thrcugh Christ. The believer As enliglitened ta perceive
what As goed andI what As evil, ta know the path ai duty.
Thli mare Aiglt ho lias tht holier lie wiii be, andI tht lialier
lie is the more liglit he wili have. These ale mutuaiby belli-
fui, ant hey are bath conducive ta happinca.

It As truc tIsai even Ilbe that tearetis tht Lard" and l'abey
etis the voice ai His servant"I sometimes "*walketh An dark-
ness and hath nu liglit," but evea An that condition lie As di,rected ta "ltrust An the naine of the Lord, andI stay hiniseli
upan liAs GotI ;" andI if hie dues sa hiii daricness wilI socnpas
away. If the Christian is in tise darliness At is owAng to soute
fault or infinsnity in l;mseli, andI his ont y renstdy La ta bu
tound An seeicing :tesrer ta GotI, for GodAse ligis ansd in
Hlm i. no daikaeua at ail.

But the mort' tise believer ia enlightened andI tauglit b>. tht
lAoly Spirit, thse mare lic percives is own sintuiness. Be-
tort bis conversion, whi living, in iAn, lie îlought lie vas
pretty goowd. HlÉ Il vas alive, without thse 1mw once, but
when tht cuimmandnient came sin revived az.d' lhe Ildied."
Now, as tht liglit fram abcve streanis inta tht recesseso ai s
beaut, i semns to bui ta bu a very charnel bouse, An which lie
tindsali sorts afabcrnnatios-thebetterhc r'eallyis theworse
lie appears in bis avri cyes-and lie As ready, witis Paul, ta
cry oui " Who shail deliver me front the bady ai ibis deatis
(Ram. vii. 24q).

III. CHST' ouiR Saî'aaux.-vera. 7.10.
When the Spîirit of God throws liglit u1ion sin and reveals

At, tither in tise case of tht uneonverted losnntr or in that ai
tht believer, il As flot for taie purpose ofiinJurlngcr grieving
theni, t'ut Lu arder that tise sin may bc rensavcd ; andI lu
tither case the reniedy is the saine, the blaad af jesus
Christ Hia Son cleartseth us ironsal U in.

In thte ci justification the believer wus cleansed tram
tisegUit of in by tht Ilblacd otiesus Christ," Christ being
tegarded as tise bchîer'es substitute, and Ilis sufferings andI
death accepted as thse punishmtnt ai the btitver's sAns.

lu tht work oi sanctification aise Iltht blood ai Jesus
Christ " i-, tht satans used b>. the lioly Spirit. This is truc
flot anly because sanctification would Lie impossible withaut
tht removal ai guilt, but isecause tht Holy Spirit talces the
tact or record ai Christ's sufferings andI deat i n tise raont af
sinntrs, andI presents tisat record ta thse mind oi the believer
lu sucli a va>. as t? exercise a anosi powerful influence in de-
terring bita frani sin andI in urging iin ta a hal>. lite. Il is
wheu tht believer, enlightcncd by tise liaI>. Spirit, aappre.
henda andI fetis the full) significance ai tise fact tisa vien
God's own Son stood belte GotI's justice btaring tht guilt
ai sin, lie spared Hiu not-At As then that tht buiever ho.
gins ta understand tise terrible evil ai Sin; andI he tona

wl>. witis hi& visole istart, tram tisai whicb tise GatI visoi
ise vorsis regards witls sucis an untompromising hatred,
andI ta atone for wisich tht Saviosir whison he loves endured
such agany,

But thougli thse love of sin Lt thus rooted ouf ai the bu.
iicver's heart; thaugis Ast hates At andtI oathes At witis an un-
utterabke laathing; stili At clinga ta him more or less An one
laem or anotiser ail tise days af bis lite in tluis worîd.

"Sinless perfection" is not attainabli l thislift. Totise
truts ai suis doctrine we have Lu hibi asae the ttstmmony
ai perisaps one et tise most ai-Ivance Christians that ever
beit a written testimany, speslcing for hiniseit andI for *Il
other Christians, andI nsreoivcr, inspired by tht Spirit af
GotI ta set down tht truti for aur instruction : If wt say
we bave ne sin we deceive ourselves and tht trutb is
not in us.

As long as sin dwelleth ln us il is necessar>. ta lceep coini
ing ta GotI, acknoviotIging out sins andI seeking forgiv.enes.ý,
andI if wc confest ourt ins, He is falthiti and juat to
forgive us our aias;, arsd to cicanate us from. aU un-
righieotzsness.

Not oui>. tise bulicver but the sinner in search ai salvation
nia>. close vith tish offer; aud be bsta ao tht strongest

psible guarantee that his pardon viii bo grantd-these are
G 'sfmrrlfusaess andI HisjWi*e. 1a tht sluner afraid that

GoI Witt flot pron bis sins ? God bsÉspiiiised ta pardon
the tins ai al vilo coule ta blini thraugi Christ; atid will
Hie bu untaithiol ta His promise? WAi lHtb.-ealclis «word?
Sucb% an Adea ia unost disisa<ouring to GotI.

Ah, but it is God's jun'ice that the alner As af'rad of; lie
basfouad outthat GotI A juu-inlexibly just--andhle thinks
tiscre must ho sasse :Lustac about the proiseùf or tisati L dots

nlot apply to such si he, fur lie As a siner, and l% juott God
miust pluilsh in.

BAut, iays John to the sinncr, At you corne te God through
Christ, plealng lits sufferloRs and denth as jour oatly ples
tdieu the vcryj'usts*e of God lit enlisted ln ,Our behaIf, md
1le wAll pardlon )-OUI sins not An desplte oïlis justice, but
because 1le is just , for th.e %avlour havlnî alrcsdy stood An
yur stend and suffcred the punishment o youruios, justice

deranda that yougo free j If At would hoe injust to let sin go
un jiunishedl, At would le cqually unjust te punish the aine ati

Front the contcxt At is evident that the confession of in

'polen orlhere As confession ta God and tolm alone. Itis
,ny tu God andI to the pesan whorn lut have Injured filai

wc arc directetd An the Bible to confess, and that Ast to lie
donc dlrecti, and flot through a priest or ainy othet itre
humant medAunm.

CONvSUMP71OA' CURED.

An uld physician, retirez! front practice, havAng had placer!
in is bandlsby an East Indi mlssionary tit formula of a
simple vegetable remecly for the speedy and permantent cure
for Consumption, Bronchitls, Catarrh. Asthma, &ant Throet
andI Lung Affections, aise a positive andI radical cure for
Nervous Debility and ail Nervous Complainta, sfter havlng
tested Ats wonderfui rurative powrers An thousands of cases,
lias (eht il his duty ta make It icnown ta bis suffering fellows.
Actuated by tis motive andl a deslre ta relleve humas sut.
fering, 1 will senti freet charg ta *Il who, desire It, this te.
cipe, in Germait. French, or Engllili, with full directions
for preparing and using. Sent by mail by addresslng wth
stanlp nantg this taper, W. W. SISKRAR, 0ý Pne:

Mc R«/reutir, XT..

_Fround the WW ~able.

SORPTURE BIOGR.APHE.

A MAN of God. Ho wau of the inhabi..
tants of (]ilead. HRe dwolt by Cherith.

Ho wag there fed by ravene. He Ïeft Cherith,
and went~ to Zaroplath. A widew woman
sustained 1dm. He raimed the widow'qs on
te life. Ho repaired the altar of the Lord,
that was broken down.. Hie consecrated the
altar to the Lord. Ho slow tho prophets of
Baal. Rie sat under a Juniper troc. The
ba.nd of the Lord was upon Kim. Ho went
forty days without food. Ho prophesied be-
fore Ahab, king of Isitel. He dwelt ini a
cave. He stood upon a inount before thc
Lord. He divided the waters of the Jordan.
Ho wrapped his face in his mantde. The Lord
seont hin te Bethol.. Whio was ho?

HOWF BE44RS HELP RACLE OTIIER.

I WILL tell you how thoy ontrap bear» in
Russia. A pit is dug severai feet deep.

This is covered over with turf and leaves, and
soine food is placed on top. The L-ear, if'
teinpted by the bait, easily falls into the
tsnrr. But if four or five fait in together,
they ail get out again.

IlHow do they do that?" yoîî will asic. 1
will tell you. They fenai a sort of ladder by
stepping on 0one anothur'n shouiders, and thus
niake tbeir escape.

<But how does the bottoxu bear get out 1"
Ah: t.hese beous do net leave the bottoxu bearl

to peiish. Scaxnpering otf, they bring the
branch of a troc, whicb they lot dowu to thoir
poor brother. Ho soon clibe up and i9 free
along with the rest.

Bears, you sec, behave botter than soie
selflsh boys we hear &bout, who rocoive holp
and thon forget thud helper.

PnAYERt wiII make us leave off sinning, or,
sinnîng will unake un leavo oir prafing.


