
,,( .. liiimseif in the dock hiad tbc effect of spurring his
aau.jmî11a11ve and inventive powers ; so, inspired by slieer
%il.,, ation, hie at lcngth concocaed a story wlîicb hie hoped

.ý cive bis purpose. TIhe consequence wvas that wlicn iii
tair ý narsc of tbe next day lie reccived a pcrernptory note froni
the' 'ndow reqiaesting bimi to eall apon bier imauiiediatcly, lie
%%a .1le t' keep the appointmnîcn witb ant outward appearance

Mir. *canany, this is miost extraordinary !" said Mrs.
l~u.'cljay, after a very cold greeting. Il Ailly bias been

biere thas niorniaîg, aaîd I find that the bracelet you prescnted
10 bier as mane ! 1 gave it to you 10 takc to the jewcler's."

"Nonsense !" exciaimed Mr. Tenmpany, with a weli feigncd
stir of surprise. Il It is impossible

-lilpossible ! %Vhy, here it is 1" said the widow producing
the ornanîcait. "'There cati be no mistake about it. I wii
sîvear to it. 0f course Amy returned it to nie, and I have
lost no timte in asking you for an exlplanation."

, htan odd cireunistance-quite ludicrous! I miust
sptak L Ilevis. He cvidently gave nme back your bracelet in
ui4,takc for the one 1 liad bougbî, satd Mr. Tenipany, spcak-
iaag quickiy and nervously.

WbVo is Bevis ?" inquired Mrs Bramiweii Jay. Il Do you
lit..ii the jeweiier in Sackville street ?"

"Ves. I neyer opened the case after lie handed, it 10 nme
across thie counter, but sent it direct to Mrs. Bullivant,"
explaincod Mr. Tempany, gaining co'nfidence. I recollect it

i'.stih Saine day that I left your b.-aceiet to be repaired. It
is ckear biow the mistake arose."

" Sill i seenîs extraordinary," repeatcd the widow, who
%%l I.sîd:itiy oniy balf conivinced. Il 'l'lie jeweier must bc a
îery careless mnan and deserves a good scolding. Suppose
wu go ai once and ask bini what lie nieans by il ? Tl'le carrnage

it the' dour, and 1 ani dressud for my drive, as yotî sec.
-l'ray don't trouble, Theodosia. I-I really think you

là:id bette:r stay at home oLi a cold day like ihas," cried MNr.
i'eaaipaîi11y, witb fearful eagerness. Il1 'viii cail on Devis at
Oi(v, tbis instant, but there is no occasion for you to go."

Oh ! I shouid iike 10 go and shall enjoy the nman's con-
'ii,'returticd the lady, rallier sharply. Il Besides I ani

CUIIrous Lo se the bracelet you have cliosen for dear %my."
Mir Tempanv was so utterly taken aback by this sudden

lagle\p)ecLcd whim of Mrs. Bramwell Jay's Iliat hie could not
lisid anlother mord to say. He foliowcd the lady meekly to
lier caruige and took his seat beside hier, feeling like a
rîmaaiS being led to execution. This iii timed visai to tire

me;vrsaust, hie feit, inevîtably complete lus disconifiture,
f-. Mîr. Bevis would naturaily deny ail ktiowledge of the
iir-1, det. It really seenied as though the oniy course open to
tIa 'as t0 confess everything on the spot, to avoid needless
t \,-ure and disgrace. But 'Mr. Tempany could not brîng

useilcf Lo acknowledge bis deceit uLîless hie were absolutely
-J, and during the drive hie resolved as a iast chance Lo

int t11 ire shîop alorte, on pretense of inquiring if Mr.
..were withîn, and take tue opportunity 10 wbisper a word
%.%anisg in bis car. No doubt the jeweler was open 10 a
t and would make no difficulty about screening bini. In
!e'pIerate sîrait Mr. Tenipany took heart at tbis idea, and

even tricd 10 coniverse with tlie widow svitii apparent equnalli
in ity.

But lus sciime was frustratcd by ani accidentai circîini
stanice. 'l'lie coaclîni touk ail extra turn. su ivlien tue
carriage was stoîîped the side on wliiuhî tue wadlow was seaîed
ivas next the pavement. 'l'i footnîaaî, too, interfèed. lie
was a siîîart youth, and (lescuiided front the box wîtb sucu
ahacrity tbat the carrnage door svas open before NIr. 'l'cmpaaîv
liad recovered bis surprise aI having s0 soion arrived at the
jewelcr's. T'l'i widow alighted first and steppîed 11110 tue suaI>.
mr. 'rempanty, feeling tit the fates wcae against bini aaîd îlîat
lie ;vas pursued hîy Nenîes's foiiowed iii a staLe bordering on
despair.

IlMNr. Devis, how cati you make sucb aui extraordinary
mistake ? You are Mr. Devis, 1 lîresuine ? " said thc lady,
doubtfully.

Il Ves, madani," the jcwclcr quietly reî>lied. Il W'iii yoî i>e
seatcd? %Vliat nîistake?"

Mrs. I3ranîweih Jay explainced witlî fatal precision, whle
mn. 'rempany was alnîost Iîursting with eagerness to speak a
warning word. By sheer force of wall and iîîesnieric influence,
as lie regarded it, lie succeeded in catciîing 'Mr. Bevis' eye
during the recîtai. 'l'le latLer was a slirewd lîtîle mari and nit
a glaLîce read the igonized expression Nlr. TeLiphaiy's blood.
less féatures had assumied. 1le kLiew tue unippy taian by
both sigbt and repuLatiou, aîîd, altbougli ilîeir transactionis
had been extreniely iimited iaî exîcaît lie iad pretty weli
fathonied Mr. Tlenîpany's cluaracter. lie was sufficienil> aiert
to guess Iliat discretion on his own part might be of gieat
value, aaîd aithough hie miade no sign a ghost of a saîîile flutted
across tlie corners of lias moutiî hefore lie mas ready to rcpiy
to the widow's question. lie tlien *said

'I ani very sorry, madani."
"It ~i ;vas vcry careless," 'Mr. *Iaipaaîy ivab bold cnoîagbi

to Say, alhougiî bis licart was heatilig faercely.
V",ery," said the widow, maaîifestiy sîarprised. "Icannot

sec iîow youi could have made siacli a miistake!
IMistakes sonietimes liappeii iaî the bcst rcgaiated estab*

laiiments," Nlr. Bevis said with great îunxility, aaîd Mr. Tean-
pany felt a stroaîg desire to evince lus gratitudce by failing on
the' jeweler's neck.

Il bere is the bracelet tuis genîtlemaan purclîascd, tiien ?'
inquircd tire widow, sLili in an incredulous toile.

For an instanît Mr. Temipany's uneasiaîess was revivcd, but
Mr. Bevis proved to be equai 10 the eaîîergency. Witlîout a
rnent's luesitation lie turned arouaîd and prodîaced front a
drawer behiad a case whicii lie laid tapon the' couriter. Mr.
Tenîpany was so overwhcinîcd witlî a bicssed seaise of relief
that lie feit 'Io curiosity as 10 the coantents of tlue case. His
attention was attracted to it by a startliLig exclamiation front
,Mrs. Bramweli Jay.

,Oh, Podnîore ! N'lat a splendid bracelet 'Why, it is a
blaze of diamonds !" site cried, clasping lier baaîds.

IEh ?" cxclainied MIr. Tenîpany, lîastily putting on lits
glasses witlî a startled air. IlWiuat 1 Good lîcaveais ! That
isn't the bracelet that 1-ciose." He saw at a glaaîcc tiîa it
was worth several hundred pounds.
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