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fthort these mattors ? Or, (Io wu~ fot
rather take a vastly livelier interest in
the fact that we are called bv one naine
or other of' the niany diversificd seets
thiat Prevail in wvhat ive tcrut the
Christian iworld ?

To hrhg the question to a practical
issue, let nie Suppose a case. WVithin
the last ton days, a vessel that imad oudy
a few lîours bet'ore left our harbor, re-
turned, flot because sho hiad cncountere(l
a tcmpest, and was dismnasted, nor bo-
cause She had sprting aleak; uîor ho-
cause she had proved to, ho in any re-
spect unseaworthy. No, for a saddcr
reason-for one of an entirely diffecrent
order. A miurder hiad heen cornmiitted
on board of thiat vcssel--a murdor, if
ive speak of degrees in sucli a crime, of
a character peculiarly atrocions and
shocking(. And now there hie in our

pson threo mon awvaitingr their trial for
thiS dastardly crime-destinied, if proved
to be guilty, to be put to the poorest use
to which humait beings cari bo put-to
die the (bath justly incurred by their
fiendishi cruelty.

Now, ive dlaimi to ho a Christian 1peo-
pie. The vessel referrcd to sailed from
a port of a Christian country. Its sailors
hiad been living in the nmidst ot a pro-
fessedly Christian communîty. They
left our shores prepared for the crime of
wvhich they wvere guilty by elle habits
which thcy had formed, anti the appe-
tites 'whicb they could indulge-for in-
dulgence in ivhieh, provision wvas made,
exists, is toicrated, sanctioned, legalized
in our streets. Bretliren, that crimie
was virtuaily eonimitted in our streets.
IVe are, ill f us, in measure greater or
boss, answverable for its commission.
That blood-of a foreigner-a stranger
-- îs n a manner on us-cries ont for
our condemination as weffl as for that of
the wvrotched mon directly implicated.
For cieariy. sucli things omiglit not to ho,
.- oughit not to be possible. It ouglit
flot to ho possible that a ship slîould
leave our harbor-we being, as 1 have
said, profcssedly a 1hisia people-
with its crew in a condition, from the
habits perissible to, theni amiong us,
which justifies, us in calling that ship a
floating hiel.

Now, suppose that we attempted to
start a church, or organize a congrega-
tion, of which, miore t ban any particular

sehiemo of transcendental doctrine, this
should ho the distinctive poculiarity;
that we should rosolve, God hielpingy Us,
to put down tîmose aceurse(l hab;ts and
timat acci. .sod( traflie, in connectionl 'vith
which smîch a crimo hecarno possible ;
that ivo slîouîld care for oiir seamen,
proteet thoir sobriety, (befendt to the ut-
inost of our ability against the harpies
that prey uipon thein asiiore, and send
thein alloat in the condition of deutons ;
that we should aimi at delivering our city
froin sources of crime on vhîich only too
mnany get rich-rich at the price of their
hrothcr's blood ; tlîat wvo shotild not
cesse otur efforts until these habits and
this traffie becaîne utterhy, ahsolutely,
in aIl forme and shapes, froin tue higliest
to the bowest, disreptitahle-till ail on-
gaged in thicii shonld slink out of sight,
flot d aring to Ilaunt the prootý of thieir
hlood-bouight gains boforo the public oye
-and( tili, as a consequenco, the stroncr
armn of the baw, instead of sliielding and
logalizing theso habits and this trafic,
should devote, ts eniergies, b<ackcd by
tue healthy public opinion thus crcated
to their total suppression. Suppose
tlîis. WVould suich i chîrch prosper?
Could it ho establislied ? Nothîng can
ho clearer than the evils rcferred to, and
the manifold others of a kindrcd charae-
tcr to wvhich timne will not now permit
reference, are the real focs of Christ and
Christianity; these, flot the holders of
different vicws fromn ours about abstract
doctrines, and formis of worship, and
mrodes of churchi govornment, and al
the paraphiernalia of cereniony and rite,
absurd tliough nlany of tiiese ho; these,
not such as daim, lit their silly conceit
(as was lateiy done, wc are told, in this
community), to be the one truc C hurch,
in coinparison withi whorn ail others cari
expeer, at utmost, only uncovcnanted
mercies,-suchi vicws, if tlîoy pleaso aiy,
lot thenm hold t hem. Tîe), hurt nobod y
but the lioldors. Our worst, our real
fbcs are the demons of vicious tcndency
and appetite and passion, that -rage in
our fieshy natures and wvar against the
iaw of the spirit of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Yet, Churches exist and flourish, hy
virtue of somo wretthed crotchet or other
ofdloctri nal or ritual peeuliatrity. Where,
hrcthren, where in ail Christendoni is
the- Churcli that takes its stand upon


