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orclercd and sanctioneci, and. had the Church objecthion as ant argument nainst extemipare
folloWC(l elasely ber marching orders, the prayers i clearly wortbiess, whcn %ve know
worlil would have hecn l(hînaîîl Sptxikiîîg) that, pi ayer mieetinigt wvhere a liturgy, is used
ut lea.4t live centuries further adî.întcedl on tleCd timch morîe tlteidedly iii ail the respetst
rond of pengress, anda the strcîg les af the ne hiave atîdued ta, tliail )tir Presbyîcrian
Reforniation iniglit have beeii aoide.I. mneetinigs or those of aur MNethio(dist friendu1

( Tu ~ cuaflU~d) wbr' fe rier is eîîcouraged. 1 bave
S. NI. G. gane ta services whicre CI pavers atre rcadl,"itti(l

WEST B. E. ItrvFlt, l3th Feh, 1864. have <fteîier faund the audience eaiisist af
Ioîîly bal a dazeîî or a score of' aid clames

- 0- Iand fashionaide voting ladies-the farmner
brc>cit there froam a wseBS of dutv, the lat-

Prayor Mootings. ter froni a sense ai wbat i dute to tUicCuraîb,
- i ana bath hecatise tbev had notliîîg eisc tu

A CONIFAîu ioNI~ %itbout a regrular i"r'y- i~,tu îînv represeitative af the trace picty
eT meeting is in as bad a state as a congre- and naihoad of thc coîigregation. %Vhero-
gatiaa witlîout a reguiar minister. 'l'ierc ii, Uîcîî, lies the cause ai aur comparative
e-nnot be mnuch 1 ietyr ini it when it is saiis- fziliîe;? 1 iiinser,
fied ta reiriaiti Nvtbout the oiie or the otlî- 1 st. La the inanner in whluib the servico
or. And as with the cuîîgregation, sa is iL is genierally canducted. It is not suflicienitiv
with tic idivitiîal. \Xlien tliere is no f.inuily intercstin-, and it i flot sufiientiv sponta-
worsiîip ii lis bouse, voit mia i muer that lie iieotis. 'l'le minister lias naL aiwvays a clear
kriows naîhin.- of lrivitte pra~yer, and that idea ai w bat he shouid aiîn ut, anil bis lay
means, that tiiere i no re.al pictN iii bis heilrt. îîssistanits often crr stillilmare gr-ievai--zv.
,And wben lie inivariabl i absetît.4 linîseli front. 'l'lie iniister errs whleîî lie commences îvith a
the congregational prîîyer meceting, voit nav long regulatian prayer, air wlien lie alinits the
almast surely inier that lie raieN nu filniiy rcadii i ofit Word ai God, or when h.
altar, or tînit lie gaes tbrougli tI e duty in a preaclies a farmnai sermonai, or-worse still-
cold p)rafunctorymaîinier. 0 No praver, fia whiem lie goos cîîtirely îînprepared. Ilis ad-
piety; fia outw'ard, na invard %varslipi, are dress shaîî!d diflèr widelv fronu, wlîat lie -ives
rules that app)arent exceptionîs anly proie. in lus Sabhath services; iL shauld be mare
You quote Lu mie Clîrit's dcnuinci.îîioiîs of, conversatianal and discursive. Once a
formaihni, ai the 1>litariNees' longr prayers~, mnont lie iiniglit miake it hear an Fareignî
and lhis teaclîing conicerîiimîg the îîeccs-sîtv: of Missions, giviiîg informationi respectiug somne
worship) in spirit. l'ruce; but did uat Chîrit special field, as far as poassib>le a history of
attend temple and synagague ser% ices, specud is past and l)rcseîît. On tbc 1Eext cveuuiu,
whole niglits iii prayer, anîd teacli lus disci- hie miglut take up some cangregational a bject.
pies how ta pray P But, graîîtiîîg tlîat con- the Sahbatlî Sehoal, the amotînts rmise dfar
gregational prayer meetings are debirable, i arious purpuases and lîaw and hi' Nvham the
bath as mianifebtiiîgZ and as quiceciigi the îvork is donc., or spcak, af Home Christian
vitalitv ai thie cogeaiiit must at the wark li gencr.îl, tbe ragge d sehoole, or otber
tsame time hc adiîtted tbat there arc ieîy such agcencics for gaad in city ar crutitry.
Churebes iii whirli wc finui the prayer mneet- iOn the fi<.fllaingr week, bis address miigbit be
ing iii the state ia u Itipi it ouglit ta lie, or fromn tlîe Psalms, cultivating the devotional
doing rbe îvark tbait inigut reasanably lu ecx- spirit ai bis peuple by opening up ta them
peeted . Fix on the nutsuitauble evenimig ai thiase troc unodels ai devotion, and stirriag
the week and the înt uitable bour, vet as tbem up ta a %varni earîîcst Christian life by
a rule the attendan,. v is scarcely a titbe ai cantrast, hy appeal, 1w anecdote, speaking
what it is an the SLbbath, tbe attendance af trustfüllv ta themn strigiht aut iram bis beau-t.
rqples is nuL irt il more tia a tithe afill tii0 nto arl weel, lie a- i allaw himself a
iumber ai fciiides p)res-ent, there are few canisdcrablc latitude ; citiier excinginoe with
youîg meni tu ie seen, and we are half-dis- sanie friend, or taking up same subjeet af

poed ta ackiiowledge, tiîat the whule pro- p)assiîig iatcrest, or an wlicl lie himself feels
ceedings are uat such as ta attract the absea- kecîîiy, or giving an expositioni ai what aur
tee parties. The reason oi ail which, savs Lard sa-ys an prayer, or evea a regular ser-
the Episeapahiaiî, is tlîat extemporc prayers, mon. But afi whatever nature the addrees
especialIy,- the uaconncctcd effusions ai lay- lie, it slîouid bie genial, practical, devotional,
men, are weary and unprafitahle; that t'hey and nat excceding fifteen or twenty minutes
sound blatant ta inanlv, ani irreverelit to re- iii length. But iiow Nve came ta thle errars
fiaed minds ; and tliat thiey soan hecome stale ofa the laymen, wha take part ia praver nicet-
and uniateresting ta ail but ta the few who 1 ings, and nwe may sumn tliem ail up in the one
fiîid a soul ai gaadncss iii ail things, evea in charge tlîat their prayers are tao lon,-,. I
twaddle. And truly ive have sumnetimes spcak this advisedly, ifter liaving had mucu
heen doomed ta listea ta wordv involved experienu oif many kinds ai prayer meetings
iteration, scoldin- haranguies-f animbais, iii many Churches. Before ive hlave any
ineaningless, wearisame arations. wiaiclî w cnt Iright ta cali aur assemblage a prayer meet-
under the iiame af prayers. But still the ing, tiiere ouglît ta, be prayera from four or-


