
JAPANESE COURTS.

1 hear, and read in thc English newspapers published in
Japan, the complaint that iii eriinal cases the judges of the
trial courts arc too mnueh influcnccd by the report,; of the ex-
amining magistrates, or judges d'instruction, and that if the
Pr'océs d'instraction dcvclops evidenc strongly adverse to the
1)risoncr, it is alinost impossible for hlmi to escape conviction
On trial. The instruction is, of course, ex parte, and a case rnay
rcadily bc buit up against a prisoner, Nvhieh on trial would 1101

stand the test of cross-examnination. But ju4i here cornes in thc
wcakncss of the Japanese systei. There is no cross-examina-
tien, -except such as the court chooses to adopt, and hencc au
impression of guilt dcrived from rcading thc record of the
Procés d'instruiction nay xve]l deterinine the course of thc pre

siigjudgc lu adoptin- or rcfusing to p)ut a suggested 1111e of
questioîîing to a witness. J do not preteud, however, to have
fornicd any defluite opinions concerning Japanese legal pro-
cedure fromn one day spent in their courts, but it has ocurred
to me that possibly an aceount of my visit mnight interest some
of your readers.-Cas( and Co»nn t.

We arc, tld that Lord ilaldane wvill probably rcsîgn f£rom the
British Cabinet. Thc publie do not appear to be satisfied that
he has those strong views in reference tb the wvar bctwecn Ger-
lflany and Euglaud, that is desirablc at the present crisis. Tfhe
evidence so far seems to run lu that direction. These arc not
days that any flabbv. ami-not-quitecsui'c vicws of Germany's past
and prcsent attitude, and the uceds of the British Empire are
desirable in those occupying promninent positions ln the Govern-
"lent. What is wvanted in these davs is the strong, robust Brit-
îsh feeling and intelligent apprehension of things displayed by
sueh patriotic iniperialists as Lord Roberts in England, or the
'a'te Colonel O 'Brien iii Canada. These are the kind of men that
4houldl be pî-oiiihîîen-t iii days like these.


