
* 36e,4 lhe M1essenger ofte Sacred hreart.

The celebrated sayiug of Tertullian, spealcùlg ef the
* early Christian martyrs, "11the biood of the martyrs in

beconie the seed of Christians,"1 bas been fulfilied in tilt
- missions of Annamn (Tonquin and Cochin-China). Tie

Church of Christ bas aÎways set great store by the con.
version of the mighty empire of the Chinese with itp
seething millions of iinmortal soris, and bas spared for
is conversion neitli er money, nor toil, nor the best blood
of lier cbildren, and on the whoie she bas considered bier-
self ampiy rewarded; yet, tbough Indo-China bas but
tbe tenth part of Lhe ropulation of China, the number of
Christians is mucli larger, showing the riêhness of the soil
and the abundance of the barvest.

]Por tbree centuries now, the blcod-stained pages of iti
snartyroiogy have not been ciosed. The fierce Ming-
Mang one day sent word to lus mandarins: «ITreat tbem
without pity, torture theni, put to death al] who refuse to
traniple on the cross. Let thenu understand tbat tbey
are deciared rebeis by the mere refusai. Then with an
axe, or cutlass, or 'with whatever cornes first to haud, let
the obstinate ones lie cut downl tili flot one is left."l

But it was ail iii vain. The rage of the persecutors
* was conquered by the courage of thie muartyrs. Wlien

.Miljg--ll.Ilg died in 1841. the Catholic faith wvluicb lie haà
pledged inuseif to stanup out was stroniger' thasi ever;
nor have tlie tyralit's successors beeuu more fortunate.

Later on, the concjuest of Cochin-China anid the amons
* Tonquin expediti'on, underta1z-en hy the Frenchi Republie,

offeredj the persecutiing mandarins the occasion of put-
ting to deatlu by torture and starvation :fir-rt forty thousand
Christialis and thien fifty tliousand. But, as if nothing-

* had happeiied, there are to-day iii Indo-Chira over six

*hunldred ald twen ty tbousand Cathoics. Not oi]y so,

Tonquin niis;4on which lie has cpnsecrated to the Sacre&


