80 History of Rob Roy.

the officer following the directions of the guide, and
darting into the house with the sergeant and three
of the soldiers.  They had hardly time to look to
the end of the table, where they saw the beggar
standing, when the door was shut behind them, and
they were instantly pinioned, two men standing on
each side, holding pistols to their ears, and declar-
ing that they were dead men if they-uitered a word.
The beggar then went out and called in two more
men, who were instantly secured, and in the same
manner with the whole party.  Having been dis-
armed, they were placed under a strong guard till
morning, when he gave them a plentiful breakfast,
and released them on parole, (the bailie attending
with his dirk, over which the officer gave his parole,
to return immediately to their garrison, without at-
tempting any thing more at this time.  This pro-
mise Rob Roy made secure, by keeping their arms
and ammunition as lawful prize of war.

“Some time afier this, the same officer was again
sent after this noted character, probably to retrieve
his former mishap. In thisexpedition he was more
fortunate, for he took two of the freebooters prison-
érs, in the higher parts of Breadalbane, near the
scene of the former exploit; but the conclusion was
nearly similar. ¥He lost no time in proceeding in
the direction of Perth, for the purpose of putting his
prisoners ir:hgaol; but Rob Roy was equally alert in
pursuit. is men marched in a parallel line with
the soldiers, who kept along the bottom of the val-
ley, un the south side of Loch Tay, while the others
kupt close up the side of the hill anxiously looking
for an opportunity to dash down end rescue their
comrades, if they saw any remissness or want of at-
tention on the part of the soldiers. Nothing of this
kind offered, and the party had passed Tay bridge,



