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the teachings of Jesus. In the very
first of his sermons he said, Il Repent,
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.»
1 see in this a very strong evidence of
the ioving character of God. This
differs diametricaily frora the common
teaching noiw. In reiigious revivals
the attention of the people is airnost
aiways called to the terrible resuit that
wli foiiow il they do flot accept Ch -st
and do flot repent. God, they are
told, wiii cast thern into eternai misery,
and that he 15 angry with man because
of his transgression ; and they are ap-
pealed to to turn frorn their ivicked
ways that theyrnayescape thejudprnent.

Now, Jesus did flot take this course.
Remnember, he was speakàng to a high-
ly~ cuitured peopie as weil as publicans
and siriners. Jesus said to these peo-
pie to repent- cease frorn the evil of
their ways and iearn to do weil. That
is ail there is to repentance. It is not
the accepting of any theory, but the
stopping of wrorig*doing and the turn-
ing to the right. IlFor the kingdom
of heaven is ar hand " was Christ's
reason. Not that God wiii blot you,
off from the face of the earth and con-
sign you to eternai punishrnent if you
do flot.

Where God reigns there is heaven.
Heaven is not a. local place away be-
yond the stars. Heaven is not a place
with four square walis, with God on a
tbrone as a personal being. God is
everyiwhere, and heaven may be in
every heart. The kirigdomn of God is
within you. That is Christ's teaching,
and that is the truth.

Our experience tallies with this.
WVhen we have done wrong we experi-
ence disturbance within. When we
amend- and it is flot necessary to,
have formai words; just a resolution
wili answer-then we are happy.
When we know that we are obedient
to the divine law, then we know that
the kingdorn of heaven is set up with'
In us. And to those who have strayed
the farthest the invitation is just the
Sarne. When they leave off frorn the

evil of their way and turn around and
do the thing that is right, happiness is
the sequei. To m~e this is a far higher
incentive for a man to live right than
the fear of punishrnent.

That tender, touching, rnost pathe-
tic invitation, l'Corne unto me, aIl ye
that labor and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest," reaches every con-
dition, doubt, despondency, or anxiety.
We cannfot go to Jesus in the body; he
is maà here, but at the right hand of
God Trhe divine immanence in a
man, as is represented by the man
Christ Jesus-to this we must go, and
in silence ]et us wait tli the voice
speaks in the soul.

It brings rest, flot a state of quies-
cence in which there is nothing for the
sou! to do. Rest is heaven. This
opposes the idea hield by the evangeli-
cal churches. In every man are found
ail the dispositions that are found in
animal life, andtherefore it is that God
cornes to man's support. We find God
in David, who was forgiven for one of
the most heinolis sins known to the
moral law. Those who have been
ruled by love have been kept from the
commission of sin.

Another of those teachings in which
Jesus presents stili further the ioving
side of God is the parable of the
prodigal son. We see the prodigal,
spending bis life in improper relations
tili he sinks to the lowtst position
known to the Jewish race-a swine-
herd. This means that we are will-
ing to make some profession of re-
ligion rather than that the soul get
down to the deepeý;t depths. But
when he carne to full repentance, the
fatted caif was the bill of fare, and no
third party was needed to conciliate
the father. Ail that was necessary was
just ta go to him, and the father's arms
were about hirn. Here is ail that is
necessary for our return. To-day, just
as much as in any age in the world,
God stands reaching out lis hands
lovingly ta man, no matter how far off,
and obstinate.


