
t'LET HIM ALONE."41

thou. art accepted througli the beloved? llow important arc tiiose
questions ! May they affect thooe righitly, and awaken thie to a lively
considlerationi of the unuiitturable importance of tliy soui's dearest inter-
ests iu tiin(e and eternity . See to it thiat thiou art .justifie<l and samme-
tified, living in the present and abiding enjoyment of a conscious sal-
vation. lEugravc it ou thy hecart initi delible characters, tliat somne-
thing more than inaking a profe~ssion of religion and joiniing the chitrerh
is ess'emmtia1 to thiy hiappiluess and sallety lu botli iorlds ; and if thou
hast any (lotibts as to tliy roligious state before God, rest not until this,
of ail miatters the mnost mnoinouitouis to dtIieo, is settled, and thmon knowvost
from the indubitable witnîioss, of the Spirit, that thou art m Christian
irdeed and of a triuth, aîîd thy exî>otrieuceu of' divine things fully justi-
fies iu the si-lht of itu wlio kutows ail t1iuigs, the p)rotu.-Sion thou
makest bef'ore tiîy felloiv-nîeun, whio at least eaul oîîly look at the out-
ward appearance. So ontroats thiy wiell-wislier.-Meteodist iVuyazine.

4LET ElM ALOINE."

41Ephiraim is wveddod to MIoS; let hM ilone." hlosea iv, 17.
Thiere is not in all the Scripture a more awful sentenco; the command
itself, the occasion of il, the Bceîug whio uitters il. Let 1dm aloneo
Mletliiiks it shiotld startie thotisands, if' it could meut thom in thoeir
drean of' bliss and gay contenitedne(ss w'itli this world's g-ood. -Ephî'aim
is we(dCed to idols; lie lias choseu the wvor1d for bis portion, and likos
ib ; lie lias set biis hieart upon Llho thiiigs of' dîne and souse, andl finds
thom sulflicient to bis biappiness ; biis cip is full ; bis Spirit is sated ;
ho driuks it engerly and doos not wishi for more. Let 1dmii alone-do,
net rouse hlm fromn bis dreamn to teit imii it 15 neo roaliîy-do not dis-
turb liis conscience, or mar his pleasures, or wake bis tiears, or check
his hiopes. Ile lias made bis choice, lot Min lhave it, and abide lt-I
have doue wvitli Min. O God, ratimer than pass sticli a sentence on us,
pursue us for ever with thy é1îasteîîiig rod 1If' we hiave an
MIdo thiat -%ve love too nuich, bettor thiat it bc dasboed in pioces bef'ore
our eyes-better thiat the scorpion-sting- of sorrow dbiase from our
besoin every thoughit of'biss-hetter, fiar botter, thiat we o bc retch-
ed and iniserabie of tue earîhi, thian dit wo be lof*t to snclb a posteriby
-a hiappy dreain, from wvhiei the ou!ly waking wi1l ho eternal misery.
Whiie lie deigns te correct us, timre is hiopp lu the very zemith of Our
folly. Wliiie hoe pursues Our sins -witl piinislimenit. mnocks our wild
hopes, mars our mad schemes, and bliglits Our expectatiens, thero is
hope that lie wilI Save us fromn the eternal consequiences of our iolly.
But whieu lie lots us alone-whecn the careless conscience feels no pang,
the stupefied conscience sounds no alarin, ail on earth goos wvell with
us, and no wvarniiîg from hocaven reachies us-whvlen, in the enjoyrnent
of this world's good, the givor is forgotten, and no cvil comes of it-
when bbce laws of our Creator are broken and disrogarded, and no pun-
isliment ensues-whien we prefer bime te eternity, aud eartb te heaven,
and sin to iioliness, and romain happy wita,-start uiet our besomas
at the thouglit, 11e may have said of us, as ho said of Ephraim, IlLet
hlm atone!"
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