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‘True religion, or that which involves
or implivs salvation, is not deseribed by
a single expression in Sevipture. It is
represeated under difterent expressions,
and calling on the name of God is one of
these.  ‘The worship of the true God iy
perhaps what is meant—that homage, ov
devotion, to God, which may be regard-
ud as the primary or central duly of' re-
Hirion—the result of o saving state.  'f'o
call upon the name of the Lovd is thus
put for all the other duties of religion-—
it is the effect put for the cause—a pars
for the whole ; for as the Apostle him-
self' immediately adds, “ How shall they
call on him in whom they have not be-
lieved?”  Belief in God is necessary be-
fore we will call upon him.  But it may
still hold good that it we call upon him
we shall be saved.  Perhaps there conld
not be a better deseription of true reli-
gion than is contained in these very
words.  Caliing upon God may bu con-
sidered the lite of religion It mplies o
recognition of Gold—a humble afliance
in lim—a vevervential fear of him—a hv-
ing, practical, regard for him—devout
subnission to his will—the desive of his
favour—the dread of his wrath, and oe-
liet of his truwth—faith in that which he
has revealed to us as the ground of our
hope, and tae way of our aceeptance —
T'o eall upon the name of the Lord im-
plies all this. It is not the mere exter-
nal act of calling upon the nume of God.
It is not the mere formal duty of worship
and of prayer.  That of itself would ne-
ver save.  As well might we call upon
any other name, upon the name of a
salse God, npon the name of any of the
objects of heathen worship. It were no
more than an empty sound—the voice
in such a case would spend stself on air;
it would be words, anud no more  But
10 eall upon the name God must be o
real, a true act. In a more restricted
sense, to eall upon the name of God is
to call upon hia for merey ; it is to a1y
to him for help, for salvation.  « Arise,
and call upon thy God.” But we must
never take an isolated passage of Serip-
twre to Jeseribe any of its doctrines—we
must take the whole analogy of Serip-
ture; and thus, to call upon the name
of the Lord is to come to God in the
way of his own appointment; it.is to be-
licve in Christ; in the method of salva-
tion by himj it is to receive the méssage
of salvation conveyed in the gospel, to
comply with tnat message, and on the
authority of Giod’s revealed word to go
0 him, to scek his favour, to confide in

hig mevey,—and we are here informed
that whosoever dous so shall be saved.—
Al mankind are under the wrath of
God, exposed to his curse; and there
is but one way revealed in which they
can be delivered from this state.  God
has made known to us that way—Ile
lhay revealed to us the whole scheme of
salvation through a crucified Saviour--
1ic has opened up the glorious plan of
werey.  Formerly the knowledge of this
plan was confined to the Jews; now itis
published to the whole world, and the
apostle declares, * Whosoever shall eatl
upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved,”

‘The Apostle proceeds to reason:
“ Tow shall they call on him in whom
they have not believed ¢ and how shall
they Lalicve in him of whom they have
not heard ? and how shall they hear
without a Preacher ? and how shall they
preach except they be sent2” Faith in
Gud is necessary to our calling upon him
—hearing of God, again, is necessary to
faith, and preaching is neeessary to our
hearving, and the sending of him who is
to preach is necessary to his preaching.
We have thus the dependence of these
upon one another; so that if the one be
important, equally so mast the other.—
They arc liuks in a chain.  There can-
not be salvation without we call upon
Gd—we cannot catl upon Cod unless
we believe in him—we cannot believe
in him i’ we do not hear of him—we
cannot:hear of him without a preacher—
and the preacher cannot preach except
he be sent.  The sending of the preach-
er 3s the first Jink ; salvation is the last.
And what does this prove to us but the
importaree of the preaching of the Gos-
pelt?  Salvation dependsonit.  Preach-
gy is God’s ordinance for bringing sin-
ners to the enjoyment of sulvation. It
is by the preaching of the word that this
is done.  Faith cometh by hearing, and
heaving by the Word of God. We
wast believe in God, but God's word
alonereveals Godto us. It alone reveals
God to usas he is.  Solittle do we know,
learn,ordiscover, of God, otherwise, that
they towhom the word of God bas not come
are spoken of as if they had never heard
of Gud : * How can they believe in him
of whom they have not heard 27 Itis
not the true God of whom the heathen
naticns have heard, or whom they wor-
ship. Itis Gods of theix own imagina-
tions, and it may be of their own fashi-
oning  The truc Ged, asheis, inall
Iis puriry, in his essential attributes, in



