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llad it occurred to that great jurist, when

lie used these words, that oaths in general
'flight be dispensed with altogether, the very
Bauèe view lie must have applied ta the ent ire
class, which lie held with reference to the
lilllited and extraordinary class then under
his consideration. Perbaps, too, tlie earnest
Student of our great English jurist would dis-
COver that lie questioned the utility of all
Oaths.*

The opinions, however, of great jurists necd
hardly be quoted for judges and juries who
&re supposed, next after the witness, to be
irnpressed with tlie oath taken by him, throw
4.8ide altogether the consideration that the
eVidence has been sworn ta; and in their deci-
8iOns they are wbolly guided by the credibility
Of the facts which, in their eyes, receive no
4dditional Confirmation from the oath, nor does
the Oath, on the other side, lerid to the oppo-
8ing statements any strengtli wliatever. And
this Seemns ta have been always the case, for
We filid one of aur oldest law books in ordi-

18lYuse, speaking of the " demeanor of a
Witness and bis manner of giving evidence as
?ftelntimes flot less material than the testimony
itseIf .)t

'Our lives and praperties are not protected
by the oath, nor does its imposition affect the

for Science; »on grounds of expediency there-
fle it fails'ta be serviceable. Moreover, we

4ýeseen tliat the interests of truth generally
are Prjdcdby the fictitiaus importance

8'tchedt aatli. On an examinatian of
tequestion, then, batli negatively and pasi-

tlv'elY, the conclusion is forced upon us that
lubliC policy demands an alteration in tbe
aearing laws. There is hardly a sin against

.'e1tY which. is not referable ta a disregard of
drth; society may make laws ta punish and
deter, but the root of the evil romains un-

toucehed - we lop off branches and hope ta
PPrservo the dying troe; it is usoless, tbe aId
8tOrY repeats itsolf. Let us follow bowvever
'11 the footsteps of an enlig-htefled religion, and
Praclaim the securing of truth to be the great
Obj0 ct of earthly laws. By truth we do not
r4ean the inotaphysical mirage often discoursed
nipon1 but real, earnest, substantial truth, that
e Can lay hold of, and assure ourselves that

th18 fact is real and that one indisputable, that
th*

i nan's word is lis bond and that manî's
OrlOtir unimpeadhable.
Let it be aur abject ta secure truth in all

rela'tions of life, and then will be attained the
ei Of ail laws-that men should live hnppily
tOgethe.-La Magazine.

B ]enthamn, Evidence, bk. 2, c. 6.
t Starkie, Ev. 547, 822, 4th ed.

MA.GISTRÂTES, M7UNICIPÂL,
INSOLVENCY, & SCITOOL LAW.

NOTES 0F NEW DECISIO,\S AND LEADINO
CASES.

NEGLIGENcn- FILLI*iO UP HOLE IN STREET-

Byan English act, the owtier or occupier of land

is empowered to break Up so much of the pave-

ment of any street as ii between the main of the

water works company and bis premises, to effect a

communication tberewith, and such communica-
tion is to be made under the superintendence of

an officer of the company.
Where an owner, acting under this power,

opened a street to i ay a service pipe, and care-

lessly filled up the hole, and the connexion 'with
the main was at the same time effected by a wa-'
ter works company.

Held, that the owner, and not the company,

vas responsible for reinstating the street, and
that the word "lpavement" was nlot confined to,
foot pavement. - Olover v. Z7he £481 London
lVater Works Co., 16 W. R. 810.

PERJURY-M£%ATERIALITT - E VIDENcE THNDING

TO CORROBORAT. THE WITNE55ES' AVERME2qT AS

TO THE CARDINAL POINT AT TRIAL-CREDIT.-Ofl

tbe trial of S. for a robbery with violence, which,

the evidence went to show had been committed

at 8.45 p.m., the prisoner was called as a wit-

ness for the defence, and was subsequently in-

dicted for perjury in falsely stating on that trial,

Ist, tbat on the day of the alleged robbery, S.

came to a certain bouse at 8.30 p. m., and did not

go ont again that evening; 2ndly, that S. had

lodged in that house for the two years last past ;

3rdly, that during the whole of that time S. had

neyer been absent frem the house for more than

three nigbts together. Having been convicted

of the perjory assigned upon the last two

statements.
-Held, that those allegations were material on

the trial of S,, as they tended ta corroborate and

induce the jury to give a readier belief to the

other evidence of tbe prisoner upon the cardinal

point at that trial.-Regq. v. Thtomas TYson, 16

W. R. 317.

MANSLAUGHTIE-AcicLERATION OF DEATE BT

ACTS OF DEOEAED-CA&USA OAUsATI.-Deceased,

immediately after bting struck by the prisoner,

had walked two miles to the police barrack, and

ridden home a distance of four miles the next

morning. The doctor stated that the reaction

caused by this walking and riding accelerated

the death of decessed; that but for sncb exer-

tion deceased would have had a better chance of

recovery; that deceased died of compression of
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