
TEACHING COMPOS[TION.

go out from our schools at twelve ycars of age, having studied
grilamtIn.ii for thuco years, with n(thing more te shoiw t!i' the
work tlian tho verds of a nuinhor of i ules and the invaluable
and almost solo bonetit, the examj)le of the toucher ?

IVo arc ail ready to, admit the staturnent that grainmar and
composition arc net as valuable in the scliool course as thcy
ouglit to be. Now, how can we mnake themn of the itmio-t benetit
te out- pupils ? Thero is no% doubt, that the secret (W successful
teaching lies in the nîethod adopted. The subjects must bc taken
Up in somne regulur eider, bcginningr With the simplest forins
:ind leading up to the comnplex. We înust go back in written
composition almo-4 te the point where the child begaii te speak.
WVe must take the correct simple sentence and teach imi te
wvrite it;- and as he gradually learncd to use sentences of greater
and greater complcxity, so must he ho taught to write about
famî!iar things in more and more varied language. As we, pro-
cccd, the conventionalitics peculiar te, writing must be tauglt-
the use cf the period, comma, semnicoton, interrogation and
exclamation p)oints, the use of paragruphs when new subjects
are introducod, the division of words into syllables, corrcctly,
when they como at the, or is cf linos, the impropriety cf using
the same word over and over, the use cf capitals, &û.

[The foregoing paper was rcad at the Teaci"rs Convention
held last year in Montreat. By means cf the black-board, M1iss
Robins elucidated lier plan for the teaehingr cf composition, and
in some subsequent issue, we may ho able te, -ive it under the
department cf Practical flints. lier method invelves the imita-
tien cf the type or grammatical symibol used in connection with
the analysis cf sentences. Ameng the advantagces te ho derived
frem adopting lier plan, she dlaims (1) that a definiteness is
given te the teaching and writing that could be gained in ne
other way, (2) that the child is called upen te, write oniy ene
sentence at a time, accerding te some model, (3) that the mistakes
made can be, corrected se that the child eau understand, with
vory littie effort, the correction, and (4) that it is an invaluable
aid te the preservatien cf good English.]


