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COMIPOSITION IN OURi SOHIOOLS.
Every niow andl then thiere cornes a wave of dissatisfactioii

over whuat miay be called the oiter educational world, beariing
on its crest the chai,ýrge that things are niot ail righit within, and
disturbing t'le equaniniity of sohecitous parents, pathetic
preachers, open hiearted phiilanthiropists and newspaper editors.
At one tinie the chiarge is urged against the spellùig of the
ordiniary pupil, at anothier bis mode of expressing ixnself whien
hie is called upon to speak, at another the nianner of aniisiw-'cr
examnination questions or bis powers of calculation. N\«or does
it require rnuehi of an impetus on the part of the accuser to exait
the bugaboo into a general accusation against our school systeni,
spreading distrust and disaffection whiere co-operation andi
respect are so necessary.

This tiine the cry is against the iiethods of teacbing coin-
positioni, or riather agraînst the negleet of the proper mnetliods of
trainiing our boys and girls to express theinselves, wheii they
write a letter, iii good Euglish. In opposition to the statenueiit
of the secretary wvho bas lately discovered s0 xnany teachiers
incapable of wvritiing an ordiniary application for a position in
decent forii, it wonld be cil1dishi to urge the plee-"WhMlat can
yoil expect since you pay so littie," nior even to point out the
great difficulty thiere is ini acqnirinig the art of composition by
instanciing the reporter or the iniister, who af ter spending a
lifetime in the nxaking of sentences, cau of ten be detected in their
uneven rhetoric. Wh'latw~e do reprobaite,lhowever, iii thie ritics
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