
UNI VERSITI * 0F OTTA WA RE VIE W -93

0f the three elements of Irish prosody, rime is now universal

in Occidental civilization. Alliteration after having played an im-

Portant part n Saxon literature (Piers Plowman is of course the last

celebrated example) seems to have been neglected by nations other

than the Irish. Assonance, as a resuit of the Irish Latin poems,'

was for a while found in several literatures and became important

in the Langue d'Oc and Spanish. But neither assonance, alliteration

or rime have ever been employed in any literature as perfectly as in
Irish.

To conclude. The Irish invented alliteration, assonant and con-

sonant rime, and tau glt the world how to use them. Add to this,
the influence which the Irish had on the subject matter of the then

young literatures of Europe, a point we have not considered here

at ail, and the conclusion is evident, that if Greek and Latin were

the parents of modern literatures, Irish wâs their foster mnother!

LAVAL '04.

Dr. William Hienry Drummond.

His father and mother were Irish and he is

Irish too. He told us so, recently, when he

fnvoured sorte of us with his inimitable

reading of Johnnie Courteau, etc. He began

by comparing the poor, old niud-plastered,
gravel-stuccoed, clay-floored school houses

in Ireland, such as they were even up in the

vinicity of Londonderry, when he, the

orosperous Canadian of to-day, was a wee


