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Rt IDirsfrt to thc aDliseui.

F thue many interesting places in our Capital worthy ô£
being visited, the Victoria Meimorial Museum is the one
that is, perbaps, most ne-gkcted. It is rather bard to
understand wby this should. be, for ccrtainly its
exterior lias a very inviting appearanee, and should fot,

this promise soinetluing attractive wvithizî? As a rule, people
a re not satisfied w'ith tbe contemplation of inere external

beauty. The spaeious and beautiful grounds, and the noble pile..
should I thinkh, imniediately briing to thein the thougit, that. sueli
care liad been takien for nlo ordinary reasons; that those grreat grey
wvalls so carefully chiselled into liues of grace inust treasure some-
thin.g of national, iff not of %vorld-,.ide impi-ortanc.

?crliaps carclessness, or the laek of opportunity, led te the
niegleet, or it may be the word L museuin," so prominently plaeed
on thxe front, discoiuraged xnany, for in our practical age perople are
proue to cast aside -wlbat is mot of the age.

There arc niany people wlio fully appreciate the value of thec
niuseumn in our national life, and wvho kniow w'cll thec education that
even a single visit to it would inipart, yct, tbrough carelessness,
never shiow tijeir apprerlation by aet, or seek-L to inecase their store
of kuowledgt- by speilding a few% Ixours iu the hazlls of our miuseuin.
Suchi incdifference is to lie fouifd ini people ou everyv sie of ils, alla
its e--.istenee is to be dveply deplored. Even in our limiited sphiere
of college life, there are mniziy whi ]lave neyer set foot ini our
inuseumn, in fac.t, se deep-rooted is thlis spirit that son a ver.y few,
1iovever, ive gladfly note-with a ledsnsstha,-t is se'rce'IY e011-
prehlensible, lio.ve neyer taken the trouble te, cross the portais of our
far-faineàd ?ar]iainent. buildings to examine whait wa-.s il, the
interior-

Many people may advance-aud very olten quitelgti tey
too-4he lack- of opportuulity as a suffirient reasou for thieir ap-
parent ncglect- Somne, -e fceel sure, wbilo are preventedl 11y no sucbi
poverty of tilne, haesoughit to bid-e t1lwir indifféreucre with this
plausible exeuse. Titere are, thoughi, nialy w-l10 re;In reZ-snnllI)Y
give this as a jntifie.ation for ieir nefiet, zand thecre ea lie ]ino
doubt but thnt quit e a large pîreutage of those whlo bave takl'en

datgeof thie );lu thiat- Ieft flue inuseun open to tUir publie. on

Sundays. are peoplo %vblo liad little tiiiie. to spare for surcb pastinie
en the otber days of thie-ek
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